


FOREWORD 

Th i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Q u a r t e r l y  beg ins  w i th  a f u n e r a l  
sermon by P a s t o r  Pau l  P e t e r s e n ,  d e l i v e r e d  a t  a 
memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  P a s t o r  Hugo Handberg a t  King 
of Grace Lutheran Church, Golden Val ley ,  Minnesota,  
on March 29, 1990. P a s t o r  Handberg graduated from 
Bethany Lutheran  Seminary i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1952 
and served s e v e r a l  p a r i s h e s  i n  our  Evange l ica l  
Lutheran Synod. He d i e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of a head 
i n j u r y  on March 21s t  a t  t h e  age of 64 y e a r s ,  one 
month, and s i x  days.  Blessed be h i s  memory! 

The e x e g e s i s  of Ezra  9:l-19, known a s  E z r a ' s  
Prayer  of Repentance,  by P a s t o r  Huhnerkoch, reminds 
u s  t h a t  t h e  preach ing  of repentance  i s  always i n  
o r d e r ,  whether i t  be i n  t imes  of peace and pros-  
p e r i t y  o r  i n  t imes  of d i f f i c u l t y  and a d v e r s i t y .  

P a s t o r  emer i t u s  Bruce Adams of A u s t r a l i a  reminds 
u s  t h a t  J u l y  30th of t h i s  yea r  marks t h e  450th 
ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  martydom of t h r e e  esteemed 
Engl i sh  Lutherans  -- Robert  Barnes,  Thomas G a r r e t ,  
and William Jerome. Barnes i s  t h e  b e s t  known of 
t h e  t h r e e  s i n c e  he  was a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  of Mar t in  
Luther  and was even a gues t  i n  L u t h e r ' s  home. Upon 
hea r ing  of h i s  dea th  Luther  r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  
"a ho ly  martyr"  who had been c a l l e d  upon by God 
" t o  shed h i s  blood f o r  H i s  d ea r  Son 's  sake. ' '  

The a r t i c l e  on The Curren t  Crisis of American 
Lutheranism: Can We Remain Lutheran?" was d e l i v e r e d  -- --- 
by t h e  e d i t o r  a t  a Lutheran f r e e  conference  a t  Con- 
c o r d i a  Seminary, F o r t  Wayne, I nd i ana ,  on A p r i l  16,  
1989. 

The Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Synod w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  
75th ann ive r sa ry  of i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1993. 
P a s t o r  George Orvick,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  ELS, p r e s e n t s  
a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  y e a r s  of i t s  re -  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Th i s  i s s u e  c o n t a i n s  a summary of t h e  
f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  and t h e  nex t  i s s u e  of t h e  Q u a r t e r l y  
w i l l  p r e sen t  t h e  fo l lowing  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
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Funeral Sermon f o r  Pastor Hugo Handberg, 
held a t  King of Grace Church, Golden Val ley, MN 
March 29, 1990, by the Rev. Paul Petersen, 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

Text: Romans 1:16 

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for the 
power of the Gospel in the l i f e  of our departed 
brother. We praise you for  the powerful Gospel 
that  your servant fai thful ly preached to others. 
Comfort us in our sorrow with the sure hope of the 
forgiveness of s ins,  the resurrection of the body, 
and the l i f e  everlasting. Amen. 

Our text  for  the occasion of the funeral of Pastor 
Handberg i s  taken from S t .  Paul's l e t t e r  to the 
Roinans in Chapter 1, verse 16. "For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for  i t  i s  the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that be- 
l ieveth; to the Jew f i r s t ,  and also to the Greek." 

Dear mourners: Harriet, children and grandchildren, 
family members, relat ives,  fellow pastors, and 
friends of Pastor Hugo Handberg. 

Hugo and I met for  the f i r s t  time a t  Grace Lutheran 
Church in Denver, Colorado. I t  was during Worl d 
War 11, now over 45 years ago. We were both i n  
mil i tary service, serving in the Army' Air Corps 
and stationed a t  Lowry Field in Denver. Here we 
were, two Norwegian Synod soldiers,  who had found 
the i r  way to  a German Lutheran Church for  worship 
on a Sunday morning. The people of th i s  church 
welcomed us in the i r  midst and invited us to a 
Walther League meeting in the evening, which both 
of us attended. We los t  contact with each other 
when one of us was transferred to another a i r  base. 
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The nex t  t ime  we met was on t h e  campus o f  Bethany 
Lutheran Col lege.  We had bo th  decided t o  e n t e r  t h e  
m i n i s t r y ,  so t h e r e  we were t o g e t h e r  again,  t h i s  
t ime as s tuden ts  p repa r i ng  ourse lves  f o r  en t rance  
i n t o  ou r  Seminary. We s a t  i n  t h e  Seminary c lasses  
t oge the r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  years.  We graduated 
t oge the r  and were o rda ined  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  We 
remained f r i e n d s  and b r o t h e r  pas to r s  over  t h e  p a s t  
38 years.  Dur ing  ou r  l o n g  assoc ia t i on ,  I lea rned  
t o  admire Hugo f o r  h i s  many s t e r l i n g  q u a l i t i e s .  
I cons ider  i t  an honor t o  be asked t o  preach t h e  
sermon f o r  h i s  f une ra l  se rv i ce ,  

Hugo had a  genuine i n t e r e s t  i n  peop le - -ch i ld ren ,  
young people, and e l d e r l y  a1 i ke. You cou ld  c a l l  
h im a  p a s t o r ' s  p a s t o r  as evidenced by t h e  respec t  
o f  h i s  peers. More than  one young p a s t o r  was on 
t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end o f  h i s  t h o u g h t f u l  counsel .  

Some o f  you gathered here today were p r i v i l e g e d  
t o  have Hugo as y o u r  pas to r .  You w i l l  remember 
him, I ' m  sure, as a  f a i t h f u l  pas to r ,  a  good 
preacher,  add a  k i n d  f r i e n d .  

The t e x t  I have chosen today i s  a  f i t t i n g  one. 
On t h e  bas i s  o f  these words I ' d  l i k e  t o  speak on: 

God's Power i n  The L i f e  o f  Pas to r  Hugo Handberg 

I t  was God's power t h a t  c rea ted  sav ing  f a i t h  i n  h i s  
h e a r t  and which sus ta ined  h im i n  t h a t  f a i t h  through- 
o u t  h i s  l i f e .  The w r i t e r  o f  ou r  t e x t  was t h e  g r e a t  
a p o s t l e  S t .  Paul .  You know t h e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  
be fo re  and a f t e r .  Paul had been a  Phar isee o f  t h e  
s t r i c t e s t  o rder .  You cou ld  c a l l  Saul o f  Tarsus 
enemy number one o f  t h e  Church o f  C h r i s t .  A r e l i -  
g ious  f a n a t i c ,  he devoted h i s  l i f e  t o  pe rsecu t i ng  
C h r i s t i a n s  and des t roy ing  t h e  Church o f  C h r i s t .  
Bu t  a1 1  t h i s  changed i n  a  d ramat ic  way one day 

when he was on h i s  way t o  Damascus. He was con- 
v e r t e d  t o  f a i t h  i n  Jesus C h r i s t .  A g r e a t  change 
took  p l ace  i n  h i s  h e a r t  and l i f e .  Th i s  s c o f f e r ,  
den ie r ,  and blasphemer o f  C h r i s t  became t h e  c h i e f  
spokesman and defender  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  and 
a  g r e a t  a p o s t l e  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e  wor ld .  He d i d  an 
"about face," now go ing  everywhere, p roc la im ing  
" t h e  l o v e  o f  Him who had c a l l e d  him o u t  o f  dark-  
ness i n t o  H i s  marvelous l i g h t . ' '  I Pete r  2:9 

Such was t h e  power o f  God i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  S t .  Paul .  
Small wonder t h a t  he would exc la im "I am n o t  
ashamed o f  t h e  Gospel o f  C h r i s t :  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  
power o f  God un to  s a l v a t i o n  t o  everyone t h a t  
b e l i e v e t h . "  Romans I:16 

The power o f  God was e v i d e n t  i n  Hugo's l i f e - - t h e  
power t h a t  b rought  him t o  sav ing  f a i t h  i n  Jesus 
C h r i s t .  Godly paren ts  b rought  h im t o  t h e  L o r d  i n  
Ho ly  Bapt ism i n  e a r l y  i n f ancy ,  where in  God s a i d  
t o  him, " I  w i l l  be you r  heavenly Fa ther  and you 
w i l l  be my c h i 1  dren. I w i l l  wash away a l l  y o u r  
s i n s .  I w i l l  always l o v e  you. I w i l l  always 
f o r g i v e  you. I w i l l  never  l eave  you. I w i l l  
make a  covenant w i t h  you: though t h e  mountains 
be shaken and t h e  h i l l  s  be removed, y e t  my u n f a i l -  
i n g  l o v e  f o r  you w i l l  n o t  be shaken, n o r  my cove- 
nan t  o f  peace be removed, says t h e  Lord ,  who has 
compassion on you." I s a i a h  54:lO 

C h r i s t i a n  paren ts  saw t h a t  he was i n s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h e  meaning o f  t h i s  covenant w i t h  God. He was 
i n s t r u c t e d  and conf i rmed by t h e  s a i n t e d  Pas to r  
Hans The i s te  a t  o l d  Fa i r v i ew  Church. I have a  
s t r ong  hunch t h a t  h i s  p a s t o r  spo t t ed  t h i s  b r i g h t ,  
ser ious-minded and devout young man and perhaps 
one day took him as ide  and sa id ,  "Hugo, you 
should t h i n k  about becoming a  pas to r . "  

A t  any r a t e ,  Hugo became a  Pastor .  I t  was t h e  
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Gospel, God's power t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h a t  Hugo f a i t h -  
f u l l y  proc la imed d u r i n g  h i s  e n t i r e  m i n i s t r y .  The 
f o l k s  a t  M a y v i l l e ,  No r th  Dakota; M t .  O l i v e ;  and 
Park land  w i l l  remember him as a  s o l i d  Law/Gospel 
preacher.  He was a  l i t e r a r y  man who knew how t o  
use words and had a  g i f t  o f  speaking c l e a r l y  and 
ze ro ing  i n  on t h e  p o i n t s  he wanted t o  make. 

I n  Hugo's v iew, preaching o f  t h e  Law cons i s ted  o f  
more than general  statements such as, "we a r e  a l l  
s inners ;  we a l l  come shor t , "  b u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  s i n s  i n  t h e  home, i n  t h e  marr iage,  
i n  t h e  workplace, and i n  t h e  business wor ld .  He 
had a  way o f  t a k i n g  o f f  t h e  masks, s t r i p p i n g  away 
a l l  pretense,  and exposing a l l  sham. He c o r r e c t l y  
diagnosed t h e  t e rm ina l  i l l n e s s  o f  t h e  soul  t h a t  
a f f l i c t s  us a l l .  Bu t  a f t e r  preaching t h e  law so 
" t h a t  every  mouth was stopped and a l l  s tood g u i l t y  
be fo re  God," Hugo d i d  n o t  l eave  h i s  hearers  i n  
despa i r ,  b u t  i n  a  marvelous way f i l l e d  t h e i r  h e a r t s  
w i t h  t h e i r  S a v i o r ' s  l ove .  He took  h i s  hearers  t o  
t h e  c ross  where Jesus absorbed God's anger a g a i n s t  
s i n  f o r  us, assumed o u r  g u i l t  f o r  us and s u f f e r e d  
t h e  punishment we r i g h t l y  deserved, as He d i e d  i n  
H i s  h o l i n e s s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  s i nne rs  and t o t a l l y  
erased ou r  s i n s  f rom God's memory f o reve r .  Such 
preaching o f  t h e  Gospel b rought  g r e a t  comfor t  and 
peace t o  h i s  hearers .  

Pas to r  Handberg was n o t  ashamed o f  t h e  Gospel o f  
C h r i s t .  He be1 ieved  it. He f a i t h f u l l y  p roc la imed 
i t . Due t o  t h e  h o l y  l i f e  o f  h i s  Sav io r ,  who l i v e d  
a  p e r f e c t  1 i f e  cover ing  a1 1  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  o u r  
s i n f u l  l i f e ,  and t h e  a ton ing  death o f  ou r  Sav io r ,  
Hugo i s  now en joy ing  t h e  e t e r n a l  r e s t  t h a t  awa i t s  
a1 1  be1 i e v e r s  of t h e  Lo rd  and t h e  b l  i ss and g l o r y  
o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  heaven. H i s  f a i t h  has been 
t u rned  t o  s i g h t .  

Hugo's pass ing w i l l  b r i n g  a  b i g  v o i d  i n  y o u r  h e a r t  

and l i f e ,  H a r r i e t ,  and i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and l i v e s  o f  
you f a m i l y  members, as w e l l  as t o  us i n  ou r  Synod, 
h i s  f r i e n d s ,  and co l leagues.  We a r e  sad. We 
mourn h i s  death.  Humanly speaking, we a r e  never  
q u i t e  ready t o  say good-bye, b u t  we do n o t  ques t i on  
God's t i m i n g  o r  wisdom. We say w i t h  t h e  Psa lm is t  
"my t imes a r e  i n  you r  hands." Psalm 31:15. 

As we awa i t  t h e  g l o r i o u s  day o f  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and 
t h e  j o y f u l  r eun ion  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  God, may i t  
be w i t h  t r u e  f a i t h  i n  ou r  one and o n l y  conso la t i on ,  
ou r  o n l y  hope, Jesus C h r i s t ,  o u r  Sav io r .  

May God keep you a l l  i n  H i s  Word, i n  s t e a d f a s t  
f a i t h  t o  t h e  end and may He b l e s s  un to  us t h e  
memory of t h i s ,  h i s  g r a t e f u l  se rvan t .  

Amen. 
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E X E G E S I S  OF E Z R A  9 : l - 1 5  

E Z R A ' S  P R A Y E R  OF R E P E N T A N C E  

A f t e r  a pe r iod  of peace and p r o s p e r i t y ,  a  

n a t i o n  may grow s p i r i t u a l l y  f a t  and s a s sy  and 
v a l u e s  may slowly e rode  t o  a  p o i n t  where h a r d l y  
anyth ing  seems shocking anymore. I n  such a  
c l i m a t e  p reachers  a r e  tempted t o  q u i t  c a l l i n g  
f o r  repentance ,  because they  f e e l  a  sense  of 
u s e l e s s n e s s ,  hope lessness ,  and even confus ion .  
The deeper  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  plunge,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  
conf idence  among t h e  d u l l e d  masses t h a t  every th ing  
is  going t o  be okay and t h e  more a  c a l l  t o  repent -  
ance f a l l s  on deaf e a r s .  Jeremiah l i v e d  a t  such 

wrath t han  t h e  mercy of God. On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, be fo re  he  h a s  s inned  he  is prone t o  
t h i n k  much more about  mercy t han  wrath.  
Man does eve ry th ing  t h e  wrong way. He i s  
a f r a i d  when he  should n o t  be a f r a i d ,  bu t  
hopefu l ,  t h a t  is,  a f t e r  he  h a s  s inned .  
Before he  h a s  s inned  h e  is  con f iden t ,  when 
he  should n o t  b e  con f iden t ,  but  a f r a i d .  1 

I n  t h e  waning y e a r s  of I s r a e l ' s  g r e a t n e s s ,  j u s t  
be fo re  t h e  Babylonian c a p t i v i t y ,  conf idence  r a n  
rampant among J u d a h ' s  god l e s s  " r i gh t eous , "  s p i r i -  
t u a l l y  f a t  masses. They p r e f e r r e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i n g s  had g o t t e n  a s  bad a s  they  were going t o  
g e t ,  and t h a t  peace was on t h e  hor izon .  They l i k e d  
t o  hea r  p r eache r s  preach peace.  

a t ime. 
I n  a  c l i m a t e  l i k e  t h a t  i t  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  

A d i f f e r e n t  s p i r i t u a l  c l i m a t e  comes a f t e r  a  
pe r iod  of d e p r i v a t i o n  when people  have been 
w h i t t l e d  down t o  b a s i c s  and have an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
of a  few s imple  b l e s s i n g s  and b a s i c  v a l u e s .  The 
cha l l enge  t o  p r eache r s  du r ing  t h i s  t ime i s  t o  
l i f t  God's people  ou t  of t h e i r  d e s p a i r  wh i l e  
s t and ing  guard w i th  t h e  law of God i n  hand, t o  
p revent  t h e  people  from p u t t i n g  on s p i r i t u a l  
weight aga in .  P r eache r s  may l i v e  under t h e  i l l u -  
s i o n  a t  such a  t ime t h a t  no th ing  w i l l  happen which 
w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  s p e c i a l  c a l l  t o  repentance .  Ezra  
l i v e d  a t  such a  t ime. 

t h a t  people  were n o t  s t and ing  i n  long  l i n e s  wa i t i ng  
t o  g e t  t h e  t r u e  p r o p h e t ' s  job.  Jeremiah o f t e n  
wished h e  had n o t  g o t t e n  i t .  It was a  t h a n k l e s s  
t a s k  t o  preach t h e  unwelcome message of impending 
doom t o  a  s p i r i t u a l l y  overweight people .  He f e l t  
f r i e n d l e s s  and sometimes ve ry  depressed .  Yet God 
gave him t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  keep preach ing  f o r  t h e  
b e n e f i t  of t h e  r e p e n t a n t  few f o r  whom t h e r e  was 
some r e a l  good news. "Yet even i n  t h o s e  days,"  
d e c l a r e s  t h e  Lord, "I w i l l  no t  d e s t r o y  you com- 
p l e t e l y "  (Jeremiah 5: 18). ' 'This is  what t h e  Lord 
s ays ,  'When seventy  y e a r s  a r e  completed f o r  Babylon, 
I w i l l  come t o  you and f u l f i l l  my p r e c i o u s  promise 

I n  h i s  1518 Explana t ion  of t h e  95 Theses ,  t o  b r i n g  you back t o  t h i s  place"'  ( J e r .  29: 10) .  
Luther  wrote  of t h e s e  two s c e n a r i o s :  

Of course  ~ o d ' s  Word proved t r u e .  The l and  was 
1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  man who h a s  s inned t r u s t s  s t r i p p e d  from ~ u d a h ' s  hands.  I n  t h e  70 i n t e r v e n i n g  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  mercy Years of c a p t i v i t y  t h e  l e a n  c i rcumstances  and t h e  

of cod, s o  t h e  s i n  which l i e s  h e a v i l y  upon hand of God carved away t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f a t .  During 

him a s  a  burden f o r c e s  him t o  d e s p a i r  and t h i s  new l e a n  c l i m a t e  f o r  ~ o d ' s  people ,  Ezra was 
born. 

he i s  prone t o  t h i n k  much more about  t h e  
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He was c a l l e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  p r i e s t  among t h e  
e x i l e d  f a i t h f u l .  He was h e l d  i n  h igh  r ega rd  by 
t h e  P e r s i a n  r o y a l t y  a s  w e l l .  H e  watched God's 
hand a t  work i n  moving Cyrus t o  i s s u e  a  dec ree  
t h a t  t h e  temple be r e b u i l t  and t h a t  Jews r e t u r n  
t o  t h e i r  l and  t o  r e b u i l d  i t  (538  B.C.). He 
watched from Babylon and recorded t h e  drama of 
work which s p u t t e r e d  f o r  twenty-two y e a r s  because 
of t h e  t r e a c h e r y  of t h e  people  of P a l e s t i n e  who 
s t i r r e d  up t r o u b l e  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n e d  e x i l e s  under 
Ar taxerxes ,  

Actua l  p rog re s s  of t h e  r e tu rned  community ... 
cannot  have been ausp i c ious ,  a s  may be seen  
from c o n d i t i o n s  of l and  and people  dep i c t ed  
i n  t h e  prophec ies  of Haggai and Zachariah.  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  r equ i r ed  more than  a r o y a l  
dec ree ;  i t  r equ i r ed  even more t han  m a t e r i a l  
suppor t  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e n t e r p r i s e .  The 
ve ry  f i r s t  con t ingent  must have met wi th  
s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Samar- 
i t a n s  who had g r a d u a l l y  t aken  over  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  around Jerusalem.* 

So Ezra  watched a s  Haggai moved t h e  s t agnan t  
people  t o  r e s t a r t  t h e  temple b u i l d i n g  and he  saw 
t h e  outcome of t h e  marvelous dec ree  of Dar ius  
t h a t  commanded t h e  surrounding peoples  n o t  on ly  
n o t  t o  h inde r  t h e  work, bu t  t o  advance t h e  work 
w i th  t h e i r  own g i f t s ,  even t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of pro- 
v id ing  f o r  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  temple workers.  
F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  n e a r l y  80 y e a r s  (458 B.C.), Ezra  
r ece ived  o r d e r s  from King Ar taxerxes  t o  a l s o  go 
t o  t h e  r e s t o r e d  land  wi th  a r t i c l e s  of s i l v e r  and 
gold f o r  t h e  temple and even more people  t o  
r e b u i l d  t h e  c i t y .  

When Ezra came t o  Je rusa lem he  found a  s p i r i -  
t u a l  c l i m a t e  among t h e  r e tu rned  e x i l e s  much 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  a t t i t u d e  encountered by t h e  

p rophe t s  be fo re  t h e  c a p t i v i t y .  Though t h e r e  had 
been o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  work of God from t h e  o u t s i d e ,  
t h e r e  was n o t  s p i r i t u a l  e r o s i o n  from t h e  i n s i d e  by 
a  people  chas ing  a f t e r  i d o l s  and des t roy ing  t h e  
work of God. 

But t h a t  suddenly changed, Bad news was brought  
t o  Ezra  t h a t  some I s r a e l i t e s ,  i n  d i sobedience  t o  t h e  
law of God, had marr ied  daughte rs  of t h e  surrounding 
n a t i o n s  and t h a t  t o  t op  i t  o f f ,  even p r i e s t s  and 
L e v i t e s ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  of r e s t o r e d  Judah,  
had " l e d  t h e  way i n  t h i s  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s . "  What 
d e v a s t a t i o n  h i t  t h e  prophe t !  He must have thought ,  
"Oh no, no t  aga in!  Has t h i s  people  a g a i n  begun t o  
t u r n  away from God t o  i d o l s ? "  

Not an i n sane  man, bu t  a d e v a s t a t e d  man, t o r e  
h i s  i nne r  garment and p r i e s t l y  o u t e r  garment a s  a  
s i g n  of h i s  h e a r t f e l t  g r i e f  and a f f l i c t i o n ,  and 
pu l l ed  h a i r  from h i s  head and beard ,  a s  a  s i g n  of 
h i s  v i o l e n t  anger  and moral i n d i g n a t i o n ,  and s a t  
down appa l l ed .  The message was c l e a r .  Everything 
had been so  r i g h t  and now eve ry th ing  had become s o  
wrong. What fo l l ows  i s  t h e  p r aye r  of repentance  
which we a r e  about  t o  s t udy ,  

EZRA IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Ezra fol lowed 2 Chron i c l e s  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  
a  r ea son ,  He was God's h i s t o r i a n  who f i n i s h e d  t h e  
n a r r a t i o n  of e v e n t s  whose beg inn ings  were recorded 
i n  Chronic les .  But, whereas Chron i c l e s  t r a c e d  t h e  
downfal l  of t h e  n a t i o n ,  Ezra picked up t h e  h i s t o r y  
a t  t h e  bottom and began t h e  s t o r y  of r e b i r t h .  

S ince  bo th  Ezra  and Nehemiah were cons idered  
h i s t o r i a n s   firs^, they  were n o t  grouped among t h e  
p o s t - e x i l i c  p rophe t s .  Yet they  c e r t a i n l y  exe rc i s ed  
t h e  p rophe t i c  o f f i c e  a s  they  d e c l a r e d  God's Word. 
And they  documented t h e  even t s  of t h o s e  yea r s .  
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The o r i g i n a l  dec ree s  of Cyrus and Dar ius  were 
preserved  i n  t h e  Aramaic (4: 8-6: 18; 7: 12-16). 
The pe r sona l  memoirs, temple r eco rds ,  and r e g i s -  
ters of names of t hose  who r e tu rned  from e x i l e  
were r e l a t e d  i n  Hebrew. 

I n  t h e  Hebrew and i n  t h e  Greek of t h e  Segtua- 
g i n t ,  Ezra  and Nehemiah were combined i n  one book 
e n t i t l e d  Ezra .  S t .  Jerome f i r s t  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  
two i n  t h e  L a t i n  Vulgate  of 400 A.D. 

Ezra  and Nehemiah were used by God f o r  d i f f e r -  
e n t  purposes  i n  Judah. When Nehemiah came t o  
Je rusa lem a f t e r  Ezra ,  h i s  concern was f o r  r ebu i ld -  
ing  t h e  c i t y  w a l l  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  governing o rde r  
among t h e  r e t u r n e d  people .  Ezra ,  an  expe r t  i n  t h e  
law of God, was concerned w i th  r e s t o r i n g  and 
r e v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  worship l i f e  of t h e  people  i n  
accord wi th  God's Word. 

With t h a t  purpose a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  o f f i c e  a s  
p r i e s t  i n  mind, i t  i s  a  smal l  wonder t h a t  a new 
r e t u r n  t o  an o l d  s i n  s o  devas t a t ed  him. 

EZRA'S PRAYER OF REPENTANCE 
(THE PRAYER WITHOUT A REQUEST) 

I. We, p r i e s t  and people ,  admit our  common 
g u i l t  (vv,  5-6) . 

11. We have a  h i s t o r y  of g u i l t  and j u s t  
punishment (v .  7) . 

111. W e  have exper ienced  God's g r ace  i n  s p i t e  
of our  g r e a t  s i n s  ( w .  8-9). 

I V .  W e  have i n c r e d i b l y  and knowingly s inned  
aga in  (vv.  10-14). 

V .  We can on ly  con fe s s ,  bu t  con fe s s  w e  do 
(v .  15) .  

We, p r i e s t  and people ,  admit ou r  common g u i l t .  
( w .  5-6) 

T r a n s l a t i o n :  When the evening sacr i f i ce  time came, 
I stood up from my act  o f  humiliation and with my 
inner garment and outer coat s t i l l  t o m ,  I f e l l  
down on my knees and spread out my hands t o  
Jehouah, mg God. 

A t  t w i l i g h t  each day under Jewish ceremonial  law 
God's people  brought t h e  evening s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  
temple. Th i s  o f f e r i n g  was i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  morning 
s a c r i f i c e  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  lamb and g r a i n  o f f e r i n g  
and was t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  sun was s e t t i n g  on a  
day of s e r v i c e  ded i ca t ed  t o  God (Exodus 29:38-42). 
Incense-burning accompanied t h e  s a c r i f i c e  each 
morning and evening t o  symbolize t h a t  d a i l y  conver- 
s a t i o n  with  t h e  Lord could t a k e  p l a c e  where God and 
H i s  people  were a t  peace and on speaking terms.  
David commented on t h i s  day-ending q u i e t  t ime w i th  
t h e  Lord by w r i t i n g :  "May mj7 praye r  be s e t  b e f o r e  
you l i k e  incense ;  may t h e  l i f t i n g  up of my hands 
be l i k e  t h e  evening s a c r i f i c e "  (Psalm 141:2).  
E rns t  Wendland a l s o  commented on i t :  

How c l e a r l y  t h i s  morning and evening s e r v i c e  
should have served t o  impress  upon them t h i s  
c o n s t a n t ,  d a i l y  r e d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Lord! 
The Lord was no t  on ly  t o  be remembered i n  
t ime of s p e c i a l  need, o r  a t  s p e c i a l  occas ions ,  
H i s  p resence  among them was n e v e r - f a i l i n g ,  
j u s t  as t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o  him was a  d a i l y  
exp re s s ion  of t h e i r  devot ion  t o  him.3 

But t h e r e  was something wrecking t h e  d a i l y  devo- 
t i o n  a s  t h e  hour of evening s a c r i f i c e  approached 
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t h i s  day, and wi th  unmistakeable  c l a r i t y ,  E z r a ' s  
body language made t h a t  p l a i n .  He r i pped  h i s  
c l o t h e s  t o  demonstrate  t h e  awful g r i e f  he  was 
exper ienc ing .  He t o r e  o u t  h i s  h a i r  and beard  t o  
d i s p l a y  God's and h i s  i n t e n s e  anger  over  s i n ,  He 
could n o t  l i f t  up h i s  hands i n  joy,  bu t  f e l l  t o  
t h e  ground and spread  h i s  hands i n  g r i e f ,  i n  
a b s o l u t e  shame. H i s  conduct "drew a t t e n t i o n  of 
many of t h e  Jews, who ga thered  around him, some 
f o r  mere c u r i o s i t y ,  bu t  o t h e r s  t o  s h a r e  i n  h i s  
g r i e f  ."4 

To a Western mind, t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
E z r a ' s  g r i e f  seems g r e a t l y  overdrawn, bu t  
i t  s e r v e s  t o  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  
of s i n  and t h e  h o r r o r  w i th  which i t  i s  
viewed by t h e  t r u e  c h i l d  of God. Ezra  h e r e  
s tood  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of God's law t o  
t h e  people ,  and i t  is  q u i t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t h a t  h e  should demonstrate  h i s  abhorrence 
f o r  such g e n e r a l  d i sobedience  on t h e i r  p a r t  .5 

E z r a ' s  body language was indeed no t  uncommon. 
H i s  g r i e f - s t r i c k e n  d i s p l a y  was i n  t h e  v i s u a l  l an-  
guage of t h e  common people ,  who had seen  i t  i n  
Jewish l i f e  and i n  b i b l i c a l  accounts .  Jacob and 
Joshua had t o r n  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  because of  deep 
g r i e f  (Gen. 3 7 : 3 4 ) ;  Josh  7 :6 ) .  F a l l i n g  t o  t h e  
knees was t h e  common p o s t u r e  of r e s p e c t  and humil- 
i t y  be fo re  God, Even k ings ,  Solomon f o r  example, 
approached God t h a t  way (1 Kings 8 : 5 4 ) .  Everyone 
around Ezra  knew t h a t  something ve ry  s e r i o u s  had 
occurred and t h a t  humble conve r sa t i on  w i th  God 
was about t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  

A s  shocking a s  E z r a ' s  demeanor was f o r  t h e  
people  s t a n d i n g  around, more shocking would have 
been t h e  absence  of any d i s p l a y  of g r i e f .  H i s  
v i s i b l e  g r i e f  showed,  ere is  a man who c a r e s  
what happens t o  t h i s  l and  and t h i s  people .  Here 

i s  a man who knows t h a t  what is  happening h e r e  
does no t  make God happy." 

V i s i b l e  demeanor i s  s t i l l  a n  important  p a r t  of 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e .  
So o f t e n  how we a c t  h a s  a l r e a d y  preached t h e  
message b e f o r e  we say  a word. Unfor tuna te ly ,  
sometimes i t ' s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  message from t h e  one 
we in tended ,  o r  perhaps more s ad ly  i t  i s  t h e  r e a l  
message which no number of words can r e v e r s e .  I f  
wrong messages a r e  being s e n t  by body language, 
a c t i n g  l e s s o n s  w i l l  no t  h e l p .  What w i l l  h e lp  is  
t o  s t e p  on t h e  s c a l e  of God's law every  day t o  
remind o u r s e l v e s  how much s i n  weighs,  and then  t o  
exper ience  anew how g r e a t  i t  f e e l s  t o  have t h a t  
l oad  l i f t e d  o f f  by C h r i s t .  By doing t h i s  regu- 
l a r l y ,  we w i l l  exp re s s  shock and joy  i n  a l l  t h e  
r i g h t  p l a c e s .  

E z r a ' s  unrehearsed shock was i n  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  
p l a c e s .  H i s  con fe s s iona l  p r aye r  n a t u r a l l y  followed 
t h i s  d i s p l a y  of t o t a l  d e j e c t i o n .  

T r a n s l a t i o n :  And I said, "Oh my God, I am too 
ashamed and hmiliated to lift up my face to you, 
because our crookedness goes over our heads and 
o u ~  guiZt has become great enough to reach to the 
heavens. " 

Ezra possessed humble f a i t h .  He expressed t h a t  
f a i t h  when, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  circum- 
s t a n c e s  under which he  approached God, he  s a i d  
"my God." He spoke a s  a c h i l d  t o  a f a t h e r ,  j u s t  
a s  we s t i l l  p ray  "our f a t h e r "  and con fe s s  i n  those  
words o u r  conf idence  t h a t  "God would t ende r ly  
i n v i t e  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  He i s  our  t r u e  Fa ther  
and we a r e  H i s  t r u e  ch i l d r en . "  



t h i s  day, and wi th  unmistakeable  c l a r i t y ,  E z r a ' s  
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Although Ezra  approached God a s  H i s  Fa the r ,  
he  came a s  a  c h i l d  admi t t i ng  t h a t  he  had done 
h o r r i b l e  t h i n g s ,  h a r d l y  da r ing  t o  speak. Others  
had s inned ,  no t  he .  Yet i t  is  very  c l e a r  t h a t  
Ezra d i d  no t  f a l l  down i n  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  humi l i t y ,  
lament ing how t e r r i b l e  i t  was t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  m i s -  
guided element of t h e  n a t i o n  had gone a s t r a y  and 
s p o i l e d  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  r e s t .  Ra ther  he  sat down 
i n  pe r sona l  c o n t r i t i o n  and i n  t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  of 
t h e  p r i e s t  who r ep re sen t ed  t h e  people  b e f o r e  God, 
he took f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s i n s  he  d i d  n o t  
commit h imse l f  and bore  them b e f o r e  God a s  t h e  
p r i e s t .  He confessed "our" s i n ,  n o t  " t h e i r "  s i n .  

The s i n  he  was con fe s s ing  was e s p e c i a l l y  
"crooked" and deep because of i t s  t iming and 
s e v e r i t y .  I t  was committed by people  who had 
seen t h e  e r r o r s  of t h e  p a s t  and t h e  consequences 
earned ,  and t h e r e f o r e  had g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
change and do what was r i g h t .  Even be fo re  t h e  
c a p t i v i t y  t h e  people  of Judah had had p l e n t y  of 
evidence t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  I s r a e l  which pleaded 
t h a t  they  should undergo a  change of h e a r t .  God 
had s a i d  through Jeremiah,  "'Because I s r a e l ' s  
immorali ty mat te red  s o  l i t t l e  t o  h e r ,  she  d e f i l e d  
t h e  l and  and committed a d u l t e r y  wi th  s t one  and 
wood. I n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h i s ,  h e r  u n f a i t h f u l  s i s t e r  
Judah d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  me wi th  a l l  h e r  h e a r t ,  bu t  
only i n  p r e t e n s e , '  d e c l a r e s  t h e  Lord. The Lord 
s a i d  t o  me, ' F a i t h l e s s  I s r a e l  is  more r i g h t e o u s  
than  u n f a i t h f u l  Judah'" (Jeremiah 3:9-11). I f  
Judah should have known n o t  t o  keep e r r i n g  b e f o r e  
t h e  e x i l e ,  c e r t a i n l y  she  should r e a l l y  have known 
b e t t e r  n o t  t o  keep s inn ing  i n  post-Babylon t imes .  

So, Ezra  was no t  making a  mountain of shame o u t  
of a  m o l e h i l l  of s i n ,  when he  used t hose  p i c t u r -  
esque Hebrew exp re s s ions  which s t a c k  t o g e t h e r  
numerous p r e p o s i t i o n s :  "Our d e p r a v i t y  ha s  become 
much t o  above our  heads;  and "our g u i l t  h a s  become 

g r e a t  u n t i l  t o  t h e  heavens." H i s  con fe s s ion  was 
what t h e  r e p e n t a n t  s i n n e r ' s  t r u e  e v a l u a t i o n  of h i s  
s i n  must always be.  He confessed w i th  a  s p i r i t  
echoed a l s o  by Paul ,  who was n o t  exaggera t ing  when 
he  dec l a r ed  h imse l f  "ch ie f  of s i n n e r s .  " S i n  p i l e s  
up more t e r r i b l y  than  garbage i n  l a n d f i l l s .  It 
abounds t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  no one can know what t o  
do wi th  i t .  G u i l t  p i l e s  up w i th  s i n ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  
f e e l i n g  of be ing  g u i l t y ,  bu t  t h e  a c t u a l  f a c t  of 
being g u i l t y .  Unless  both a r e  a toned f o r ,  t h e r e  
is  no th ing  bu t  damnation wa i t i ng .  

W e  have a  h i s t o r y  of g u i l t  and j u s t  punishment (v.7) 

T rans l a t i on :  From the days o f  our fathers u n t i l  
t h i s  day we possess great g u i l t .  And because of 
our in iqu i ty  we, our kings, and our pries ts  have 
been i n  the  hand o f  the  kings o f  the  Zands -- i n  
sword, i n  capt iv i ty ,  i n  spoil  (booty) ,  i n  shamed 
faces -- jus t  l i k e  t h i s  day. 

Again Ezra  emphasized t h a t  t h i s  was no t  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  s tood  g u i l t y  be fo re  
God. I t  had a  h i s t o r y  of g u i l t .  I f  we focus  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  
hea then  from t h e  land ,  we can t r a c e  t h e  problem 
way back t o  l i f e  a f t e r  Joshua,  when t h e  t r i b e s  
f a i l e d  t o  d r i v e  t h e  Canaani tes  completely  ou t  of 
t h e  l and  and God had t o  s ay ,  "They w i l l  be t ho rns  
i n  your s i d e s  and t h e i r  gods w i l l  be a  sna re  t o  
you" (Judges 2: 3) . 

How t r u e  God's words were! It was a l l  downhil l  
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from t h e r e .  For n e a r l y  a  thousand y e a r s  t h e  
people t e s t e d  God's p a t i e n c e .  There were punish- 
ments a long t h e  way and t h e r e  was repentance.  
But God's people  c o n s t a n t l y  became more and more 
c r a s s  i n  t h e i r  l ove  a f f a i r  wi th  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  
gods, u n t i l  f i n a l l y  they r ece ived  t h e  exac t  conse- 
quences f o r e t o l d  through t h e  p r e - ex i l e  p rophe ts .  
"This i s  what t h e  Lord s ays ,  'Those de s t i ned  f o r  
dea th ,  (go) t o  dea th ;  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  sword, t o  t h e  
sword; t hose  f o r  s t a r v a t i o n ,  t o  s t a r v a t i o n ;  t hose  
f o r  c a p t i v i t y ,  t o  c a p t i v i t y . .  . .Your wea l th  and 
your t r e a s u r e s  I w i l l  g i v e  a s  p lunder ,  wi thout  
charge,  because of a l l  your s i n s  throughout  your 
country "' (Jeremiah 15: 2 ,13)  . 

We should n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  though t h e  remnant of 
Judah was back i n  Je rusa lem r e b u i l d i n g ,  Ezra  
confessed t h a t  they  were s t i l l  " t h i s  day" s u b j e c t  
t o  k ings  of o t h e r  l a n d s .  Th i s  was e x a c t l y  a c c u r a t e .  
God had brought them back bu t  they  remained v a s s a l s  
of P e r s i a  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  P e r s i a n  empire i n  
331 B.C. Even t h e r e a f t e r  they s u f f e r e d  f o r e i g n  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a t  t h e  hands of S y r i a ,  Egypt, Greece,  
and f i n a l l y  of Rome. 

~ z r a ' s  con fe s s ion  of c o r p o r a t e  g u i l t  and mer i t ed  
punishment was b e a u t i f u l l y  s imple ,  y e t  profoundly 
a product  of God's S p i r i t  a t  work w i th in  him, f o r  
t h e r e  had been many i n  Judah dur ing  t hose  l a s t  days 
be fo re  c a p t i v i t y  who could n o t  draw t h e  s imple  
conclusion t h a t  t h e i r  s i n  was t h e  reason  f o r  t h e i r  
g r i e f .  So God had t o l d  Jeremiah,  "When you t e l l  
t h e s e  people  a l l  t h i s  and they  ask  YOU,  'Why h a s  
t h e  Lord decreed such a  g r e a t  d i s a s t e r  a g a i n s t  u s ?  
What wrong have we done? What s i n  have we commit- 
t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Lord our  God?' t hen  say t o  them, 
' . . .you have behaved more wickedly than  your 
f a t h e r s  "* (Jeremiah 16: 10-12). The human h e a r t  
i s  i n c r e d i b l y  b l i n d  t o  t h e  f a c t s .  It needs t o  b e  
en l igh tened  concerning i t s  own darkness .  

Our world today seems t o  be a f r i g h t e n i n g  
r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  g u i l t y  p r e - ex i l e  Judah, b l i n d  
t o  t h e  s i n  which Ezra  so  humbly confessed .  Once 
aga in  t h e  s i n /gu i l t / pun i shmen t  connec t ion  i s  n o t  
s o  e a s i l y  seen  o r  confessed .  S i n s  of a l l  k inds  
have become s o  commonplace and a c c e p t a b l e  t h a t  
many w i l l  be  say ing  "What s i n ?  What punishment 
do I m e r i t ?  I ' m  okay, you ' r e  okay." Not much 
i s  shocking anymore. We can only hope t h a t  God 
w i l l  do what i t  t a k e s  t o  awaken people  ou t  of 
t h i s  darkness ,  a s  He d i d  f o r  Ezra and t h e  remnant. 

W e  have experienced God's g r ace  i n  s p i t e  of our  
g r e a t  s i n s  (vv. 8-9) 

T r a n s l a t i o n :  Bat now, for a mere ins tan t ,  unde- 
served favor has come from Jehovah, our God, i n  
leaving t o  us a remnant, i n  giving t o  us a spot 
i r ,  h i s  holy place, i n  our God giving l i gh t  for oLtr 
eyes, and i n  providing a l i t t l e  revival  i n  our 
servitude. 

The proper  o r d e r  of law and gospe l  shows through 
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s i n c e  on ly  a  person who knows t h e  
f a c t s  of h i s  s i n f u l n e s s  and con fe s se s  t h e  j u s t  
g u i l t  and punishment t h o s e  s i n s . d e s e r v e  can s e e  
how God is .  Ezra  could s e e  how g r e a t  Judah ' s  s i n  
was and a s  a  r e s u l t  was a b l e  t o  behold a l l  t h e  
more c l e a r l y  t h e  beauty of t h e  "mere i n s t a n t "  
of God's undeserved f a v o r .  It  i s  such a  v i v i d  
reminder t h a t  u n l e s s  we become t r u l y  aware of what 
we r i g h t f u l l y  mer i t  i n  l i f e ,  we w i l l  f a i l  t o  s e e  
t h e  beauty of  God's l ove  sh in ing  through o the rwi se  
appa ren t l y  hard  t imes .  
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The "mere i n s t a n t "  ( q ~ ~ 7 - i l p E 3  . . ) of God ' s unde- 
served l o v e  c e r t a i n l y  r e f e r r e d  ' t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
s h o r t  t ime from t h e  dec ree  of Cyrus t o  t h e  t ime 
Ezra was speak ing ,  about 80 y e a r s .  But perhaps 
t h e  phrase  was a l s o  used a s  i t  was i n  I s a i a h  26:20 
t o  h i g h l i g h t  God's sav ing  power coming a long  a t  
j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  moment, "Go, my people ,  e n t e r  your 
rooms and s h u t  t h e  doors  behind you; h i d e  you r se lve s  
f o r  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  u n t i l  h i s  wrath h a s  passed by." 

The l a s t  ph ra se  of t h i s  v e r s e ,  " l i f e  i n  our  
s e rv i t ude , "  c e r t a i n l y  p a i n t s  a  p i c t u r e  of less t h a n  
t o t a l  freedom. L i f e  i n  Judah were n o t  a s  f r e e  and 
wonderful a s  i t  had been under Joshua,  o r  Samuel, 
o r  David, o r  even J o s i a h .  The king of P e r s i a  had 
no t  g ran ted  t o t a l  freedom. The temple was b u i l t ,  
bu t  only a t  t h e  c o s t  of a q u a r t e r  cen tury  of h a s s l e .  
The r e b u i l d i n g  of J e ru sa l em ' s  w a l l  was s t i l l  t o  
come and would on ly  be  completed under Nehemiah 
with  a  t r owe l  i n  one hand and a  sword i n  t h e  o t h e r .  
There were mixed emotions on t h e  day t h e  temple 
founda t ion  was r e l a i d  i n  Je rusa lem (Ezra 3 : l l - 13 ) ,  
because some remembered i t s  former beauty and wept 
whi le  o t h e r s  saw t h e  new beginning and r e j o i c e d .  
The cond i t i on  was a p t l y  de sc r ibed  a s  " l i f e  i n  our  
s e rv i t ude . "  

Yet there were r ea sons  f o r  r e j o i c i n g ,  Almost 
anyone i n  Judah could s e e  t h a t  some freedom was a  
g r e a t  improvement over  none, j u s t  a s  c i t i z e n s  of 
e a s t e r n  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  r e j o i c i n g  over  freedoms 
which a r e  s t i l l  s c a n t  by comparison t o  freedoms 
o f f e r ed  i n  ou r  B i l l  of R igh t s  and y e t  a r e  g r e a t l y  
app rec i a t ed  when compared t o  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
Some i n  Judah,  who l i k e  Ezra  were moved t o  repent -  
ance,  r e a l i z e d  a d d i t i o n a l l y  t h a t  any f l i c k e r  of 
l i f e  and freedom was undeserved and t h a t  t h e  cap- 
t i v i t y  i n  Babylon had been on ly  a  p a r t i c l e  of t h e  
punishment r e a l l y  deserved.  But, t hose  t r u l y  
b lessed  i n  Je rusa lem came t o  know wi th  Ezra t h a t  

t h e  g r e a t  reason  f o r  r e j o i c i n g  was gospe l  moti- 
va t ed ,  f o r  God had kep t  h i s  promises.  The b l e s s -  
i n g s  which Ezra  enumerated h e r e  were e x a c t l y  what 
God had s a i d  h e  would do. 

God had s a i d  He would s p a r e  a  remnant and Ezra  
saw and confessed  t h a t  such i s  e x a c t l y  what God 
accomplished " i n  l e a v i n g  t o  u s  a  remnant . I r  Thi s  
i s  a  ph ra se  which employed two of t h r e e  Hebrew 
words p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v a s t  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  p r o p h e t i c  
announcements about  t h a t  remnant. "And i t  s h a l l  
come t o  p a s s  t h a t  whoever c a l l s  on t h e  name of t h e  
Lord s h a l l  be  saved. For i n  Mount Zion and i n  
Je rusa lem t h e r e  s h a l l  be  d e l i v e r e n c e  ( ~ 4 ' 5 ~ )  ) , a s  
t h e  Lord h a s  s a i d ,  among t h e  remnant ( T??') whom 
t h e  Lord c a l l s "  ( J o e l  2: 32) . "And t h e  remnant 
( ?5zi ) who have escaped ( , ~ @ ~ 5 i )  ) 3f t h e  house of 
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Judah s h a l l  a g a i n  t a k e  r o o t  dd;*ward, and bear  
f r u i t  upward" ( 2  Kings 19:30; s e e  a l s o  I s a i a h  37: 
31-32). " ~ u t  I w i l l  g a t h e r  t h e  remnant ( n ? T l \ ' ~ ~ )  
of My f l o c k  ou t  of a l l  c o u n t r i e s  where I have  'dr iven 
them, and b r i n g  them back t o  t h e i r  f o l d s ;  and they  
s h a l l  be f r u i t f u l  and i nc r ea se"  (Jeremiah 23:3). 
By whatever name, i t  was known, t h a t  remnant was more 
t han  j u s t  t h a t  group of people  enumerated i n  Ezra  2  
which r e t u r n e d  under Cyrus '  dec ree .  It was God's 
chosen people  of t h e  covenant who be l i eved  God's 
promises and whose f a i t h  was " c r e d i t e d  t o  them as 
r i gh t eousnes s . "  The remnant which God spared was 
H i s  church and con t inues  t o  be H i s  church.  The 
g a t e s  of h e l l  w i l l  n o t  p r e v a i l  a g a i n s t  i t .  I n  t h e  
d a r k e s t  hour i t s  l i g h t  s h i n e s .  People  of God f i n d  
reason t o  r e j o i c e  i n  t h i s  remnant which God saved 
according t o  H i s  promise.  

God a l s o  had s a i d  he  would g i v e  a  " t e n t  peg," 
and Ezra  wi tnessed  and confessed t h a t  a  " f i rm 
p l a c e  ( t e n t  peg) i n  h i s  sanctuary ' '  w a s  e x a c t l y  
what God had g iven  them. A t e n t  peg was a c r i t i c a l  
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H i s  church and con t inues  t o  be H i s  church.  The 
g a t e s  of h e l l  w i l l  n o t  p r e v a i l  a g a i n s t  i t .  I n  t h e  
d a r k e s t  hour i t s  l i g h t  s h i n e s .  People  of God f i n d  
reason t o  r e j o i c e  i n  t h i s  remnant which God saved 
according t o  H i s  promise.  

God a l s o  had s a i d  he  would g i v e  a  " t e n t  peg," 
and Ezra  wi tnessed  and confessed t h a t  a  " f i rm 
p l a c e  ( t e n t  peg) i n  h i s  sanctuary ' '  w a s  e x a c t l y  
what God had g iven  them. A t e n t  peg was a c r i t i c a l  



i tem i n  I s r a e l  and Judah, which d i d n ' t  always ho ld  
down t e n t s .  One peg n a i l e d  ~ a r a k ' s  temple t o  t h e  
f l o o r  compliments of J a e l  (Judges 4:22). Some 
pegs,  d r i v e n  i n t o  a  w a l l ,  were used t o  hang up 
u t e n s i l s .  There were pegs designed e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  assembling t h e  t a b e r n a c l e  and hanging i t s  
u t e n s i l s  (Exodus 39: 40) . A c l e a r l y  mess ian ic  
prophecy i n  I s a i a h  spoke of t h e  peg i n  t h a t  way. 
 h he key of t h e  house of David I w i l l  l a y  on h i s  
shoulder ;  s o  he  s h a l l  open, and no one s h a l l  s h u t ;  
and h e  s h a l l  s h u t ,  and no one s h a l l  open. I w i l l  
f a s t e n  him a s  a  peg i n  a  s e c u r e  p l ace ,  and h e  w i l l  
become a  g l o r i o u s  t h rone  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  house" 
( I s a i a h  22:23-24). Luther  went one s t e p  f u r t h e r  
i n  exp l a in ing  t h e  peg of I s a i a h  22: 

I s h a l l  redeem f o r  myself a  c e r t a i n  few who 
w i l l  be  my t e n t  peg. On them I s h a l l  hang 
t h e  many b e a u t i f u l  v e s s e l s  and ornaments of 
my house a s  we read  i n  I s a i a h  22:23-24, t h a t  
is, many f a i t h f u l  people  w i l l  c l i n g  t o  t hose  
p r i e s t s  and h e r a l d s  of mine whom I have 
chosen. These men w i l l  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  many 
a r e  converted t o  t h e  gospe l ,  t h a t  my house 
may have g r e a t e r  sp lendor ,  equipment, decora- 
t i o n .  I n  t h i s  way Pau l  is  an ou t s t and ing  peg 
i n  C h r i s t ' s  church.  From him many g r e a t  
v e s s e l s  were suspended--Timothy, T i t u s ,  
Apol los ,  and o t h e r s .  P e t e r  was ano the r  such 
peg- 

Ezra r e j o i c e d  i n  t h e  s a f e n e s s  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  
temple which had been r e b u i l t ,  bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
t h e  s e c u r i t y  found i n  t r u s t i n g  t h e  promise of t h e  
coming Messiah. We too  r e j o i c e  t h a t  we have a  
s ecu re  peg, C h r i s t ,  on which we can hang our  l i v e s ,  
and t h a t  H i s  c e r t a i n  word g iven  a s  " t he  founda t ion  
of t h e  a p o s t l e s  and prophets1 '  l i v e s  on even today 
as  a  s o l i d  p l a c e  on which t o  b u i l d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  promising a  remnant and a " t e n t  
peg," God had promised l i g h t  f o r  H i s  people  and 
Ezra  beheld and confessed t h a t  "God g i v e s  l i g h t  t o  
our  eyes ."  C e r t a i n l y  he  was t h i n k i n g  of s p i r i t u a l  
l i g h t  gene ra t ed  by t h e  r e k i n d l i n g  of t h e  mess ian ic  
hope, "The people  who walked i n  darkness  have seen  
a g r e a t  l i g h t "  ( I s a i a h  9: 6) . "Arise ,  sh ine ;  f o r  
your l i g h t  h a s  come! And t h e  g l o r y  of t h e  Lord i s  
r i s e n  upon you" ( I s a i a h  60: 1). Ezra  r e j o i c e d  i n  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t  of God's r e v e l a t i o n  and would 
have confessed  wi th  Lu the r ,  "The Holy Ghost h a s  
c a l l e d  me by t h e  gospe l  and en l i gh t ened  me wi th  
H i s  g i f t s . "  So too  we con fe s s  s t i l l  today t h a t  
when we come t o  s e e  God's l ove  i n  t h e  person  of 
t h e  Messiah, we s e e  a l l  we need t o  s e e  and can 
r e j o i c e  a s  Ezra  d id .  

F i n a l l y ,  God had promised l i f e  t o  a dying and 
dead people  and Ezra  saw and r e j o i c e d  t h a t  God had 
g iven  them "a l i t t l e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of l i f e , "  as H e  
had promised i n  t h e  image of t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  d ry  
bones l i v i n g  aga in  (Ezekie l  3 7 ) ,  and through 
I s a i a h ,  say ing ,  "Thus s a y s  t h e  High and Lof ty  One 
who i n h a b i t s  e t e r n i t y ,  whose name i s  Holy: 'I 
dwel l  i n  t h e  h igh  and ho ly  p l a c e ,  w i th  him who h a s  
a  c o n t r i t e  and humble s p i r i t ,  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  s p i r i t  
of t h e  humble and t o  r e v i v e  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  con- 
t r i t e  ones"' ( I s a i a h  57:15). So we s t i l l  r e j o i c e  
wi th  Ezra  t h a t  our  s p i r i t s  have been r ev ived ,  and 
t h a t  w e  pos se s s  new l i f e  i n  C h r i s t ,  For once we 
were "dead i n  t r e s p a s s e s  and s i n s ,  b u t  have been 
made a l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  ~ h r i s t "  (Ephesians  2:  5) . 

Ezra  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  God's undeserved f a v o r  had 
been r ece ived  i n  t h e s e  f o u r  t a n g i b l e  ways -- 
a smal l  spared  group, a  new f i r m  ho ld  i n  t h e  sanc- 
t u a r y ,  enl ightenment  i n  s p i r i t u a l  da rknes s ,  and a  
r e v i v i n g  f o r  t h e  dead. What good news! Not on ly  
had God n o t  g iven  them more of what they  deserved ,  
bu t  He had poured ou t  H i s  undeserved b l e s s i n g s  on 



i tem i n  I s r a e l  and Judah, which d i d n ' t  always ho ld  
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prophecy i n  I s a i a h  spoke of t h e  peg i n  t h a t  way. 
 h he key of t h e  house of David I w i l l  l a y  on h i s  
shoulder ;  s o  he  s h a l l  open, and no one s h a l l  s h u t ;  
and h e  s h a l l  s h u t ,  and no one s h a l l  open. I w i l l  
f a s t e n  him a s  a  peg i n  a  s e c u r e  p l ace ,  and h e  w i l l  
become a  g l o r i o u s  t h rone  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  house" 
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i n  exp l a in ing  t h e  peg of I s a i a h  22: 
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t h e  many b e a u t i f u l  v e s s e l s  and ornaments of 
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Apol los ,  and o t h e r s .  P e t e r  was ano the r  such 
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t h e  s e c u r i t y  found i n  t r u s t i n g  t h e  promise of t h e  
coming Messiah. We too  r e j o i c e  t h a t  we have a  
s ecu re  peg, C h r i s t ,  on which we can hang our  l i v e s ,  
and t h a t  H i s  c e r t a i n  word g iven  a s  " t he  founda t ion  
of t h e  a p o s t l e s  and prophets1 '  l i v e s  on even today 
as  a  s o l i d  p l a c e  on which t o  b u i l d .  
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c a l l e d  me by t h e  gospe l  and en l i gh t ened  me wi th  
H i s  g i f t s . "  So too  we con fe s s  s t i l l  today t h a t  
when we come t o  s e e  God's l ove  i n  t h e  person  of 
t h e  Messiah, we s e e  a l l  we need t o  s e e  and can 
r e j o i c e  a s  Ezra  d id .  

F i n a l l y ,  God had promised l i f e  t o  a dying and 
dead people  and Ezra  saw and r e j o i c e d  t h a t  God had 
g iven  them "a l i t t l e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of l i f e , "  as H e  
had promised i n  t h e  image of t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  d ry  
bones l i v i n g  aga in  (Ezekie l  3 7 ) ,  and through 
I s a i a h ,  say ing ,  "Thus s a y s  t h e  High and Lof ty  One 
who i n h a b i t s  e t e r n i t y ,  whose name i s  Holy: 'I 
dwel l  i n  t h e  h igh  and ho ly  p l a c e ,  w i th  him who h a s  
a  c o n t r i t e  and humble s p i r i t ,  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  s p i r i t  
of t h e  humble and t o  r e v i v e  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  con- 
t r i t e  ones"' ( I s a i a h  57:15). So we s t i l l  r e j o i c e  
wi th  Ezra  t h a t  our  s p i r i t s  have been r ev ived ,  and 
t h a t  w e  pos se s s  new l i f e  i n  C h r i s t ,  For once we 
were "dead i n  t r e s p a s s e s  and s i n s ,  b u t  have been 
made a l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  ~ h r i s t "  (Ephesians  2:  5) . 

Ezra  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  God's undeserved f a v o r  had 
been r ece ived  i n  t h e s e  f o u r  t a n g i b l e  ways -- 
a smal l  spared  group, a  new f i r m  ho ld  i n  t h e  sanc- 
t u a r y ,  enl ightenment  i n  s p i r i t u a l  da rknes s ,  and a  
r e v i v i n g  f o r  t h e  dead. What good news! Not on ly  
had God n o t  g iven  them more of what they  deserved ,  
bu t  He had poured ou t  H i s  undeserved b l e s s i n g s  on 



them. We can s e e  ~ o d ' s  f avo r  toward u s  i n  s i m i l a r  
terms.  God w i l l  always have h i s  f l o c k  of chosen 
ones  i n  t h i s  world,  smal l  though i t  may be.  To 
h i s  chosen He has  g iven  a  f i r m  "peg," C h r i s t ,  
from which t o  hang, a  p l a c e  i n  h i s  kingdom. H e  
e n l i g h t e n s  u s  a l s o  w i th  H i s  Word and l e t s  u s  know 
t h i n g s  which can on ly  be l e a rned  by r e v e l a t i o n  and 
known by f a i t h .  He g i v e s  u s  r e b i r t h  and c a r r i e s  
our  burdens through l i f e ,  i n v i t i n g  u s  t o  come t o  
him f o r  r e s t .  

S ince  we s i n f u l  human c r e a t u r e s  tend n o t  t o  
remember what we should,  on ly  what we should n o t ,  
i t  i s  so  important  t o  review d a i l y  t h e  undeserved 
merc ies  of God, l e s t  we e i t h e r  become t o t a l l y  
u n g r a t e f u l  o r  f a i l  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  k inds  of messes 
i n t o  which our s i n s  have g o t t e n  u s ,  and t h e  k inds  
of messes from which our  God h a s  l ov ing ly  d e l i v -  
e r ed  u s ,  

T r a n s l a t i o n :  For we are slaves, get i n  our 
slavery our Sod has not divorced us, but has 
extended t o  us h i s  proof o f  fa i th fu l  love r igh t  
in front of the King o f  Persia by  giving us a 
i?ev i~aZ,  b~ ~ a S s f n g  up the  house o f  our Cod, b y  
repairing i t s  desolation, and by giving us a wall 
i n  Judah and Lerusalem. 

Thi s  con t inu ing  conf e s s i o n  about t h e  e x i s t i n g  
cond i t i on  of Judah aga in  underscored t h a t  t h e  
s l a v e r y  was n o t  t e c h n i c a l l y  over .  "For we a r e  
s l aves . "  But t h a t  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  i n  which t o  f i n d  joy.  A f t e r  a l l ,  God had 
n o t  divorced them, a s  he  we l l  might have done, 

s i n c e  i n  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  of i d o l a t r y  they  had 
e s s e n t i a l l y  d ivorced  him and run  w i th  t h e i r  pros- 
t i t u t e  goddesses .  I n s t e a d  God had remained f a i t h -  
f u l  and demonstrated h i s  Y Q ~ .  .. .. . . 

I n  t h e  p r ev ious  v e r s e  Ezra  had emphasized how 
God's f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  H i s  promises  had been demon- 
s t r a t e d  i n  g i v i n g  them promised s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s .  
I n  t h i s  v e r s e  Ezra  emphasized t h e  openly v i s i b l e  
proof of God's f a i t h f u l n e s s  d i sp l ayed  r i g h t  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  P e r s i a n  k ings .  The temple was r e b u i l t .  
I ts  d e s o l a t i o n  was r e p a i r e d  ( i t s  ho ly  f u r n i s h i n g s  
were r e p l a c e d ) ,  f o r  t h e  P e r s i a n  k ings  had seen  t o  
it t h a t  t h e  u t e n s i l s  removed from t h e  temple were 
r e tu rned .  And p laced  around t h e  l and  was a  w a l l  
of p r o t e c t i o n ,  n o t  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
w a l l  around Je rusa lem which was n o t  r e b u i l t  u n t i l  
Nehemiah came t o  Jerusalem,  b u t  a  p o l i t i c a l  w a l l ,  
a  w a l l  formed of dec ree s  which ordered  t h e  sur -  
rounding peop le s  t o  a s s i s t  God's people  i n  t h e  
p roces s  of r e b u i l d i n g .  

What a  c l e a r  S c r i p t u r a l  example t h i s  i s  of how 
God can move k i n g s  and governments t o  do H i s  b id-  
ing .  Not on ly  d i d  Cyrus open t h e  way f o r  God's 
people  t o  go back and b u i l d  t h e  temple,  h e  even 
commanded t h e  c i t i z e n s  around Je rusa lem t o  he lp  
t h e  work w i th  t h e i r  gold and s i l v e r  (Ezra 1 : 4 ) .  
And Dar ius  even commanded t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  t a x e s  
c o l l e c t e d  be p u t  toward t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  house 
of God (Ezra  6: 8 ) .  

Never should t h e  people  of God be b l i n d  t o  o r  
t h i n k  l i g h t l y  of t h e  b e n e f i t s  God sometimes makes 
a v a i l a b l e  through sympathet ic  governments. Free- 
dom of r e l i g i o n ,  u n s o l i c i t e d  t a x  breaks  f o r  c l e r g y ,  
laws which a l l ow  matching funds,  and deduc t ions  
f o r  dona t ions  a r e  j u s t  some examples of l e g i t i m a t e  
ways God h a s  employed s e c u l a r  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  
good of H i s  work i n  our  l and .  We must p r a i s e  God 



them. We can s e e  ~ o d ' s  f avo r  toward u s  i n  s i m i l a r  
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Thi s  con t inu ing  conf e s s i o n  about t h e  e x i s t i n g  
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s l aves . "  But t h a t  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e r e  was 
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n o t  divorced them, a s  he  we l l  might have done, 
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f u l  and demonstrated h i s  Y Q ~ .  .. .. . . 
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f o r  t he se  avenues,  and s e e  them, whi le  they l a s t ,  
a s  a  d i s p l a y  of ~ o d ' s  " f a i t h f u l  love" ( 796 ) .  

We have i n c r e d i b l y  and knowingly s inned aga in  
(vv. 10-14) 

T rans l a t i on :  And now what shall  ale say a f t e r  a l l  
t h i s?  "We forsook Your commandments. " 

There i s  a very  important  word which occu r s  i n  
t h i s  v e r s e  and t h e  p r ev ious  one and connec ts  t h e  
two -- 2 . The sense  of t h i s  connect ion i s  
t h i s :  "~o;d ,  you d i d n ' t  f o r s ake  ( i2Xg ) u s  a f t e r  
every th ing  t h a t  happened. But now a f t e r  every- 
t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  happened, w e  fo rsook  ( u?!? ) Your 
commandments . I' 

Th i s  v e r s e  expressed t h e  c r i s i s  which c a l l e d  
f o r  t h e  p r aye r  of repentance .  It descr ibed  t h e  
unbe l ievably  s p i r i t u a l l y  b l i n d  and hard  n a t u r e  of 
t h e  human c r e a t u r e s ,  even when s eve re  l e s s o n s  i n  
hardsh ip  should have sharpened h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
s e n s i t i v i t y  and an  abundant outpouring of God's 
l ove  should have made s e rv ing  God a  d e l i g h t .  It 
becomes c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no amount of s e l f l e s s  
l ove  which w i l l  au toma t i ca l l y  b r i n g  f o r t h  g r a t i -  
tude  w i t h i n  t h e  one who r e c e i v e s  i t .  Consequently,  
t h e r e  a r e  p a r e n t s  who spend a  l i f e t i m e  lov ing  and 
s a c r i f i c i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  on ly  t o  watch t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  h a t e  them and d e s p i s e  them i n  r e t u r n .  
Think how much more t e r r i b l e  it i s  f o r  God t o  watch 
H i s  c h i l d r e n  t u r n  from H i m  i n  h a t r e d  a f t e r  He h a s  
g iven  them so  much ( nbil-'?n~i. ) t o  c o r r e c t  them 
and t o  r e v i v e  them. We might expec t  God t o  say  
"enough," a s  He once d i d  and des t royed  t h i s  world 
w i th  wate r .  

Was i t  any wonder t h a t  Ezra  d i sp layed  t h e  g r i e f  
and anger  He d i d ?  

T rans l a t i on :  The command we forsook i s  the  
command which you commanded by the  hand of your 
servants the  prophets: "The land you are entering 
t o  possess i s  an impure Zand where the  peoples' 
f i l t h  and t h e i r  aborninatiovls and d i r t i ne s s  f i l l !  it 
from one end t o  the  other. So you must not give 
your daughters t o  t h e i r  sons nor take t h e i r  
daughters for y o m  sons. You must never seek 
t h e i r  peace nor t h e i r  fortune. This  i s  so tha t  
you may be strong and eat  the  good o f  the  Zand 
and cause your children t o  possess it forever. 

The command h e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i s  assembled frbm 
v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  The bu lk  of i t  i s  
Deuteronomy 7 : 2 , 3 ,  "YOU s h a l l  make no covenant 
wi th  them nor  show mercy t o  them. Nor s h a l l  you 
make marr iages  w i th  them. You s h a l l  n o t  g i v e  
your daughter  t o  t h e i r  son,  nor  t a k e  t h e i r  daughter  
f o r  your son." That t h e  l and  was d e f i l e d  i s  s t a t e d  
i n  L e v i t i c u s  18:24, 25. Deuteronomy 23:6 had s a i d ,  
"YOU s h a l l  n o t  seek t h e i r  peace nor  t h e i r  p r o s p e r i t y  
a l l  your days fo r eve r . "  Deuteronomy 4:38  had prom- 
i s e d  t h e  l and  a s  an i n h e r i t a n c e .  Thus ~ z r a ' s  
summary of t h e s e  d i v i n e  i n j u n c t i o n s  cap tured  t h e  
s p i r i t  of a  ve ry  s imple  d e s i r e  which God had f o r  
h i s  people ,  namely t h a t  they  remain pure .  To do 
t h i s  t h e  people  f i r s t  had t o  be aware t h a t  t h e  
god l e s s  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Canaan had r e l i g i o u s  and 
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moral p r a c t i c e s  which were a b s o l u t e l y  f i l t h y  
( l i t e r a l l y  mens t rua l  e x c r e t i o n ) ,  because they 
were no t  of God, 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  command was summarized from 
s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e  emphasized t h a t  no 
one had t h e  s l i g h t e s t  excuse f o r  n o t  knowing i t .  
Nor could anyone conclude t h a t  l i v i n g  by God's 
command was t oo  con f in ing ,  f o r  i t  was a  command 
wi th  a  promise of happiness  and unending wel l -  
be ing ,  

Since God, of course ,  knew what H i s  command 
was, Ezra d i d  n o t  c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e  f o r  God's 
b e n e f i t ,  bu t  f o r  t hose  who s tood  g u i l t y  of a  
t e r r i b l e  v i o l a t i o n  of God's law and were i n  g r e a t  
need of responding i n  t r u e  repentance .  

"In  t h e  beginning God d iv ided  t h e  l i g h t  from 
the  darkness ,  and i t  h a s  been t h e  bus ine s s  of t h e  
d e v i l  ever  s i n c e  t o  seek  t o  l i n k  t h e  twain 
t oge the r .  "7  

T rans l a t i on :  And a f t e r  a l l  that  has happened t o  
2s lhecause o f  our e v i l  deeds and our great g u i l t ,  
-- for our God punished us much l e s s  than our 
tmr,sgressions deserved and even gave us an escape, 
such as the one we now enjoy --... 

J u s t  i n  ca se  someone hsd no t  been hear ing  t o o  
w e l l ,  Ezra once aga in  s t a t e d  f o r  t h e  record  t h a t  
God had h i s t o r i c a l l y  been merc i fu l  wi th  Judah. 
Even though they  had gone i n t o  e x i l e  f o r  t h e i r  
s i n ,  f a r  l e s s  was s u f f e r e d  than  what t h e i r  s i n  
deserved. S ince  " the  wages of s i n  i s  dea th , "  

no th ing  except  e t e r n a l  s e p a r a t i o n  from God and 
h i s  goodness could have squared t h e  account .  

Not on ly  had "Go,d , refra ined t o  from l e s s  than  
t h e i r  s i n s "  ( ?l;i$,??~ ;l?i>? Q?@F ) , he  had even g iven  
them escape.  Every c h i l d  of God must come t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  God s p a r e s  u s  doubly from our  s i n s .  
On t h e  one hand He t a k e s  away t h e  wrath deserved 
and on t h e  o t h e r  hand g i v e s  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

My t r a n s l a t i o n  ha s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  sugges t ion  of 
Kei l -Del i t zsch  t h a t  t h e  thought  begun i n  13a and 
i n t e r r u p t e d  by a  p a r e n t h e t i c a l  express ion ,  i s  
concluded w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  v e r s e  14. 

T rans l a t i on :  ... shall  we go back t o  breaking 
your commandments and un i te  ourselves i n  marital 
union with these peoples' abominations? W i Z Z  you 
not be so angry wi th  us t ha t  you bring us t o  an 
end, so tha t  there i s  no remnant, no escape? 

When should God's mercy run  o u t ?  How many 
chances should anyone have t o  r epen t  and be saved? 
Answer -- none! We dese rve  no chance t o  be saved 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  A s  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  p o t t e r ,  
God h a s  determined t o  o f f e r  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s i n  
and an  undeserved chance t o  be saved.  When t h a t  
chance t o  be saved i s  t rampled under foo t ,  how 
many more chances is God ob l iged  t o  o f f e r ?  
Answer -- none! C e r t a i n l y  t hose  who deserved no 
chance a t  f i r s t ,  deserve  t h e  second chance even 
l e s s .  "For i f  we s i n  w i l l f u l l y  a f t e r  we have 
r ece ived  t h e  knowledge of  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e r e  no 
l onge r  remains a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s i n s ,  bu t  a  c e r t a i n  
f e a r f u l  expec t a t i on  of judgment ...." (Hebrew 
10: 26-27). 
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There i s  t o  be found among t h e  people of God a s  
a f r u i t  of repentance  and f a i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  say 
no t o  s i n ,  t o  amend s i n f u l  ways, and t o  say "yes" 
t o  God. Complacency o r  a sense  of favored t r e a t -  
ment, o r  perhaps t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  God may have 
changed H i s  expec t a t i ons ,  can only  be d i s a s t r o u s  
-- a l i v i n g  dangerously c l o s e  t o  f a l l i n g  over t h e  
edge and no t  f i n d i n g  God's mercy t h e  next  t ime.  

We can only confess ,  bu t  confess  we must do (v.  15) .  

Trans la t ion :  Lord, God of  I s rce t ,  you are 
righteous, for  we are stiZZ l e f t  escaped as it i s  
t h i s  day. Behold, we are before you i n  our 
gu i l t l iness ,  for there i s  no standing before you 
because of t h i s .  

There were two confess ions  made i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  
of t h i s  p r aye r ,  a s  t h e r e  have been two confess ions  
a l l  along. The f i r s t  was a confess ion  of f a i t h  
which proclaimed, "God, you a r e  t r u e  t o  your 
promises.  You a r e  a keeper  of Your Word. Our 
presence h e r e  a s  people  who have been s e t  f r e e  i s  
proof p o s i t i v e  . ' I  

The second confess ion  was a confess ion  of s i n  
which might be summarized l i k e  t h i s :  "God, we 
were no t  t r u e  t o  You and a r e  no t  t r u e  t o  you. 
'Je have only  our  g u i l t .  We have no r i g h t  t o  come 
be fo re  you t o  s t and  i n  your presence o r  demand 
anything of you." 

Noticeably l ack ing  from t h e  prayer  was a r eques t .  

"Ezra had n o t  even t h e  h e a r t  t o  p lead ,  a s  Moses 
had, t h a t  God's name would s u f f e r  i n  such a ca se .  
H i s  was naked con fe s s ion ,  wi thout  excuses ,  without  
t h e  p re s su re  of so  much a s  a r eques t . "8  Yet t h e r e  
was a hidden r eques t ,  unexpressed, simply t h a t  
God be j u s t .  

CONCLUSION 

Ezra experienced what Jeremiah and o t h e r  pre- 
e x i l e  prophets  o f t e n  d i d  no t .  The people  repented 
and took a c t i o n  t o  pu t  away t h e i r  f o r e i g n  wives.  

We do not  know what would have happened i f  
Ezra had no t  r e a c t e d  so s w i f t l y  and f i r m l y  t o  t h e  
s i n  he observed.  We can guess  t h a t  t h e  cancer  
would have kept  spreading  and soon t h e  f r e s h  
spr ing t ime of a reborn  n a t i o n  would have become 
permanently smoggy. 

From smog t o  spr ing t ime and then  from spr ing-  
t ime t o  smog seems t o  be t h e  course  of n a t i o n s .  
Preaching repentance  and f a i t h  dur ing  e i t h e r  
s cena r io  i s  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  easy and may no t  
always be e s p e c i a l l y  rewarding. But g r e a t  comfort 
can be der ived  from knowing t h a t  a s  n a t i o n s  ebb 
and flow, and t imes  become tough and then  good 
and then  tough aga in ,  God's Word remains wonder- 
f u l l y  t h e  same and so  does God. E z r a ' s  p rayer  
reaf f i rmed t h a t  and counted on i t .  

-- P a s t o r  Herb Huhnerkoch 
C h r i s t  t h e  King 
B e l l  Gardens,  C a l i f o r n i a  
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THE PROPHET EZRa 

THE KING CYRUS DECREE - 536 I3.C- 

1. The dec ree  ( 1  : 1-4) 
Le t  w i l l i n g  Jews r e t u r n  and r e b u i l d  
t h e  temple.  

The e f f e c t  (1:5-3:13) 

a .  Immediate (1:s-2:70):  People  and 
m a t e r i a l s  a r r i v e  

b .  A f t e r  7  months (3: 1-6): The a l t a r  
r e b u i l t  

c .  A f t e r  14 months (3:7-13): The temple 
founda t ion  l a i d  

3.  The e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  nex t  dec ree  
(4:  1-17) : 

When t h e  Jews r e f u s e  Samari tans  a  p a r t  
i n  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  people  f r u s t r a t e d  
t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  and l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  P e r s i a .  

THE ARTAXERXES DECREE 

! The dec ree  (4:17-22) 
Because a s e a r c h  of h i s t o r y  r e v e a l s  Jews 
t o  be t roublemakers ,  s t o p  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
a t  once.  

2 .  The e f f e c t  (4:23-24) The work stopped 

3. The e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  nex t  decree  
(5: 1-17) 

The p r o p h e t s  Haggai and Zechariah en- 
couraged t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  t o  resume. 
Report  s e n t  t o  Dar ius ,  
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THE DARIUS DECREE 

1, The dec ree  (6:l-12) 
The Cyrus Decree was r e l o c a t e d .  Don' t  
h inde r  t h e  work. I n  f a c t  you must 
suppor t  i t  f i n a n c i a l l y .  Any v i o l a t o r  
w i l l  be  impaled on h i s  own beam. 

2. The e f f e c t  (6: 13-22) 
a .  Immediate: Completion and d e d i c a t i o n  

of t h e  temple 
b. La t e r :  Ce l eb ra t i on  of t h e  Passover  on 

i t s  p re sc r ibed  d a t e  

THE ARTAXERXES DECREE 

1, The decree  (7: 11-26) 
Authorized t h e  r e t u r n  of  Ezra and 
o t h e r s  t o  Je rusa lem 
Authorized a l l  s u b j e c t s  t o  h e l p  f u r n i s h  
t h e  temple 

2 .  The e f f e c t  (7: 1-10; 7: 27-8: 36) --- 
Ezra and o t h e r s  r e t u r n ,  They kep t  an  
exac t  account ing  of t h e  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  
temple and d e l i v e r e d  them. 

THE INTERMARRIAGE PROBLEM 

l .  Told t o  Ezra  (9: 1-2) 
2 .  Lamented and prayed about  by Ezra (9:3-15) 
3 .  S i n  confessed by a l l  t h e  people  (10:l-6) 
4. Proclamation t o  assemble i n  Je rusa lem 

(10: 7-8) 
5 .  The assembly a g r e e s  t o  confess  t h e  s i n  and 

s e p a r a t e  from t h e  f o r e i g n  wives.  The 
procedure was e s t a b l i s h e d .  (10:9-15) 

6.  The problem d e a l t  wi th  i n  o r d e r l y  f a s h i o n  
(10: 16-44) 

"THOSE MARTYRS STAND A P R I E S T L Y  BAND 
G O D ' S  THRONE FOREVER NEAR" 

"This Doctor .  . .has  been s o  g r a c i o u s l y  c a l l e d  
upon by God t o  shed h i s  blood,  f o r  H i s  d e a r  
s o n ' s  sake ,  and t o  become a ho ly  martyr" 
(Dr. Mar t in  Luther )  

The t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  w i l l  be  remembered a s  a 
pe r iod  of t ime when more C h r i s t i a n s  have d i ed  f o r  
t h e  F a i t h  t han  i n  any o t h e r  e r a .  I n  Russ ia  a l o n e  
i t  i s  e s t ima ted  t h a t  f i f t y  m i l l i o n  C h r i s t i a n s  
pe r i shed  dur ing  t h e  marx i s t  d i c t a t o r s h i p s .  I n  
p rophe t i c  words, Georgi  Vins,  a  p a s t o r  and poe t  
penned i n  1965: 

"No! These Church m a t t e r s  w i l l  n o t  d i e !  
No more than  C h r i s t ' s  word w i l l  d i e  
Than t h e  l i v i n g  word w i l l  d i e  
Which b r i n g s  u s  s a l v a t i o n . " l  

J u l y  marks t h e  450th ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  c r u e l  
s u f f e r i n g s  and dea th  of t h r e e  esteemed Engl i sh  
Lutherans ,  Robert  Barnes,  doc to r  and con fe s so r ;  
Thomas G a r r e t ,  c u r a t e  of A l l  Hallows, Honey Lane 
and doc to r ;  and W i l l i a m  Jerome, v i c a r  of Stepney.  
On 30 J u l y ,  1540, t h e s e  t h r e e  con fe s so r s ,  a long  
wi th  t h r e e  Roman C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t s ,  Thomas Abel,  
Richard Fe the r s ton ,  and Edward Powell ,  bound on 
hu rd l e s ,  d i ed  by burning a t  Smi th f i e ld  by o r d e r  
of King Henry V I I I .  It might be ques t ioned  a s  t o  
why t h e s e  courageous mar tyrs  should be s i n g l e d  o u t  
f o r  mention when m i l l i o n s  of Chinese,  Russian,  
Armenian, German, and Afr ican  C h r i s t i a n s  have 
endured dea th  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  than  deny C h r i s t .  
Even i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  f o r c e s  a r e  show- 
i ng  l e s s  t o l e r a n c e  of t h e  theology of t h e  c r o s s  
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than  p rev ious  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l .  Why p i c k  o u t  t h r e e  
Englishmen? 

To r ead  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Honour 
Ro l l  recorded  i n  Hebrews 11:l-40, p l u s  t h e  Apology 
of t h e  Augsburg Confession,  A r t i c l e  X X I , ~  i s  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  Lutheran  C h r i s t i a n s  never  s i t  l i g h t l y  
on h i s t o r y .  The f a t h e r s  of Lutheranism i n  Austra- 
l i a  a r e  s t i l l  remembered wi th  l ove  and a f f e c t i o n .  
J u s t  a s  t h e  Lutheran  L i t u r g i c a l  Calendar b i d s  
b e l i e v e r s  t o  g i v e  honour t o  t h e  Apos t les  and 
Evange l i s t s  of o l d  ( p r e s e n t l y  s o  neg l ec t ed ) ,  s o  

t h e  words of Hebrews 13:7 beckon us:  "Remember 
t hose  who r u l e  over  you, who have spoken t h e  word 
of God t o  you, whose f a i t h  fo l lows ,  cons ide r ing  
t h e  outcome of t h e i r  conduct (NKJV). A s  t h e  
dea th  of D r .  Robert  Barnes f i l l e d  Luther  w i th  
such joy t i n g e d  w i th  g r i e f ,  we s h a l l  seek t o  under- 
s tand  The S e t t i n g ,  The Scene, and The Sequel  t o  
t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  even t .  

THE SETTING 

The s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  sho r t - l i ved ,  y e t  cons ider -  
a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  of c a t h o l i c  and evange l i ca l  
Lutheranism i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  cen tury  is  Tudor 
England. R s f s r r i n g  t o  Engl i sh  Lutherans  and t h e  
a t t r a c t i o n  of Lutheranism t o  t hose  i n  s ea r ch  of 
p o s i t i v e  belief, P r o f e s s o r  A *  G ,  Dickens i s  con- 
vinced t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of Luther  " lacked 
nothing i n  f r e s h n e s s  and v i t a l i t y  f o r  many of our  
b e s t  Tudor  mind^."^ 

While 
f o r  h i s  
s t r ong  w 

King Henry V I I X  i s  popu la r ly  remembered 
s i x  wives ,  a s  a  monarch he  possessed a  
i l l ,  an  i n c i s i v e  mind, a comprehension 

of t h e o l o g i c a l  concerns ,  a remarkable  z e s t  f o r  
l i f e  and l e a d e r s h i p ,  border ing  on megalomania. 

Two i s s u e s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e  inc luded  
h i s  f i n a l  r e p u d i a t i o n  of  t h e  papacy and papa l  
a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  England. Following t h e  Great  
Schism of 1054 between t h e  Eas t e rn  and Western 
Churches, t h e  Popes had been anxious  t o  e x e r t  
papa l  power from Rome over  t h e  whole of Western 
Christendom. I n  1531 Henry V I I I  was recognized 
a s  Supreme Head of t h e  Church i n  England, 
Though t h e  Eng l i sh  k ing  remained a "ca tho l i c "  
by conv ic t i on ,  on t h e  5 t h  of September, 1538, 
he  gave h i s  Royal permiss ion  f o r  t h e  B ib l e  t o  be 
on d i s p l a y  and read  i n  t h e  churches  of England, 
i n  t h e  Engl i sh  language. The t r a n s l a t i o n  was 
l a r g e l y  t h e  work of Wil l iam Tyndale,  who b e f o r e  
h i s  s t r a n g u l a t i o n  prayed t o  God: "Lord, open 
t h e  King of England 's  eyes" (1536).  

C r i t i c s  of  t h e  Reformation i n  England have 
o f t e n  charged t h a t  i t  was an exchange of t h e  
T i a r a  of Rome f o r  t h e  Crown of a  s e c u l a r  k ing .  
Th i s  amounts t o  a  f a b r i c a t i o n  of  t h e  t r u t h .  
Within England a  s t r o n g  remnant of Bib le -be l iev ing  
C h r i s t i a n s  had surv ived  w i t h i n  a  church which had 
l a r g e l y  l o s t  t h e  Gospel of C h r i s t .  Among t h e s e  
f a i t h f u l  b e l i e v e r s  t h e r e  were t hose  who had 
a c c e s s  t o  L u t h e r ' s  w r i t i n g s  through t h e  German 
S t e e l y a r d .  Many t r i b u t a r i e s  began t o  wash i n t o  
a  c e n t r a l  s t r eam of r e l i g i o u s  thought  and t h e  
p r aye r  f o r  a re format ion  of  t h e  c a t h o l i c  church 
i n  England. They yearned t o  hea r  t h e  Word of  
God. The T r e a t i s e  of P a t r i c k  Hamilton, t h e  
S c o t t i s h  Lutheran  re former ,  f i l t e r e d  through t o  
England and i n t o  Engl i sh  minds. A s  i n  Germany 
most b i shops  r e s i s t e d  Luther .  

E f f o r t s  by Card ina l  Wolsey and t h e  b i shops  
t o  p revent  reform,  and t h e  scheming of  t h e  Eng l i sh  
k ing  t o  sway between t h e  Schmalkaldic League of 
Lutheran p r i n c e s ,  y e t  c l i n g i n g  t o  t i e s  w i th  
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p r i n c e s  and p r e l a t e s  unfavourab le  t o  church reform,  
f a i l e d  t o  s i l e n c e  t h e  Lutheran con fe s so r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  D r .  Robert  Barnes.  Both Tynda le ' s  
B ib l e  and L u t h e r ' s  w r i t i n g s  l a i d  a  founda t ion  i n  
England f o r  a  f a i t h ,  d o c t r i n e ,  worship,  and 
p i e t y  which no f i r e s  of p e r s e c u t i o n  from church 
and s t a t e  could e r a d i c a t e .  According t o  D r .  H. 
Sasse:  "The r ed i s cove ry  of t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h  
concerning t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s i n n e r  by 
g r a c e  a lone ,  through f a i t h  a lone ,  i s  no th ing  l e s s  
t han  t h e  red iscovery  of t h e  Gospel. For ,  i f  t h i s  
t r u t h  i s  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  Gospel must be i n t e r -  
p r e t e d  a s  a  system of morals  o r  a s  a  t heo ry  of 
r e l i g i o u s  metaphysics  ."4 Gradua l ly ,  y e t  s u r e l y ,  
s c h o l a r s  and people  i n  Tudor England s t a r t e d  t o  
r e a c t  favourab ly  t o  t h i s  v i t a l  t r u t h .  

THE SCENE 

Through d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i th  Wit tenberg and t h e  
Anglo-Lutheran conferences ,  t h e  scene tu rned  from 
one of pessimism t o  t h a t  of optimism. Both t h e  
Wit tenberg A r t i c l e s  (1536) and t h e  T h i r t e e n  A r t i c l e s  
(1538) nour i shed  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  d o c t r i n e s  of t h e  
Augsburg Confession i n  England. Pre-eminent among 
t h e  Lutheran con fe s so r s  i n  England was D r .  Robert  
Barnes who had been fo r ced  t o  f l e e  England dur ing  
t h e  t h r e a t s  of Card ina l  Wolsey. For t h r e e  y e a r s  
he  min i s t e r ed  i n  Germany and s t u d i e d  a t  Wi t tenberg ,  
1528-1531. He was a  f r equen t  gues t  i n  L u t h e r ' s  
home. 

On r e t u r n  t o  England h e  became a  chap l a in  t o  
Henry V I I I  and a  f r e e l a n c e  preacher  throughout  
England from 1537-1539. Barnes grew i n  renown 
f o r  h i s  knowledge and proc lamat ion  of t h e  Scr ip-  
t u r e s .  Bishop Lat imer  wrote  of h i s  f r i e n d  t h a t  
"Surely he  i s  a lone  i n  handl ing  a  p i e c e  of Scr ip -  
t u r e ,  and s e t t i n g  f o r t h  of C h r i s t  he  h a t h  no 

fe l low."  Barnes yearned f o r  an  Eng l i sh  Lutheran 
re format ion .  The s u p p l i c a t i o n  t o  Henry V I I I  
proved t o  be t h e  f i r s t  comprehensive express ion  
and a t t e s t a t i o n  of t h e  B i b l i c a l  t e ach ings  of t h e  
Church of t h e  Augsburg Confession,  w i t h i n  t h e  
realm of England. 

I n  h e r  absorb ing  book, "Latimer," C l a r a  H. 
S t u a r t  d e s c r i b e s  a  scene i n  Worcester  Ca thedra l  
where Barnes preached t h e  Word of God's g r ace  i n  
C h r i s t :   h he c a t h e d r a l  came i n t o  s i g h t ,  towering 
m a j e s t i c a l l y  above t h e  surrounding b u i l d i n g s .  
P r i o r  Holbeach welcomed them. The monks were i n  
t h e i r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  c h o i r ,  h idden by t h e  s t o n e  
s c r een  t h a t  s epa ra t ed  c h o i r  and nave. The nave 
was crowded. Barnes h e l d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
crowd from t h e  f i r s t  word. H i s  v o i c e  made t h e  
a r c h e s  and h igh  v a u l t i n g  r i n g .  The message from 
t h e  Word of God poured f o r t h  w i th  e a r n e s t n e s s  and 
seemed t o  touch every h e a r t .  An awe-f i l l ed  s i l e n c e  
hung over  t h e  p l a c e  a s  t h e  s e r v i c e  ended."5 Barnes 
made an impress ive  f i g u r e  i n  h i s  Augus t in ian  h a b i t .  
Quick w i t t e d ,  he  was hear tened  t o  have t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  of p roc la iming  t h e  message of t h e  Cross .  
Numbered among h i s  f r i e n d s  were Bishop Lat imer ,  
Mi les  Coverdale (who was h i s  s t u d e n t  i n  Cambridge), 
Rev. William Jerome, and D r .  Thomas Gar r e t  whose 
" i l l e g a l "  a c t i v i t i e s  included s e l l i n g  Tyndale ' s 
New Testament and some of L u t h e r ' s  w r i t i n g s .  
Whi l s t  a t  Oxford he  formed a Lutheran " c e l l "  amone 

V 

the s t u d e n t s .  Ga r r e t  se rved  a s  chap l a in  t o  Bishop 
Hugh La t  imer . 

Though such men of God were hopeful  t h a t  nego t i -  
a t i o n s  between t h e  Wit tenberg re formers  and Eng l i sh  
s c h o l a r s  dur ing  t h e  r e i g n  of Henry V I I I  would mould 
a  oneness  of f a i t h  and confess ion ,  t h e i r  hopes 
remained u n r e a l i z e d .  The execut ion  of Queen Anne 
Boleyn on t h e  morning of May 19, 1536, had ecc l e -  
s i a s t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l  r epe rcus s ions .  
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the s t u d e n t s .  Ga r r e t  se rved  a s  chap l a in  t o  Bishop 
Hugh La t  imer . 

Though such men of God were hopeful  t h a t  nego t i -  
a t i o n s  between t h e  Wit tenberg re formers  and Eng l i sh  
s c h o l a r s  dur ing  t h e  r e i g n  of Henry V I I I  would mould 
a  oneness  of f a i t h  and confess ion ,  t h e i r  hopes 
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Boleyn on t h e  morning of May 19, 1536, had ecc l e -  
s i a s t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l  r epe rcus s ions .  



Bishop Stephen Gardiner  of Winchester hardened i n  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  towards Barnes and h i s  co l l eagues .  
A s i g n i f i c a n t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Engl i sh  popula t ion  
was becoming i n f e c t e d  w i th  t h e  teachings  of Luther .  
A. G ,  Dickens named Thomas Garret and Robert  Barnes 
a s  " those  p i l l a r s  of Engl i sh  ~ u t h e r a n i s m . " 6  
A c r i s i s  was i n e v i t a b l e  i n  church and s t a t e .  Thus, 
a d e c i s i o n  was reached by t h e  k ing  t o  r i d  himself  
of Barnes and England of an evange l i ca l  c a t h o l i c  
s t r a n d  of con fe s s iona l  Lutheranism, According t o  
James R. Lowell: 

11 Once t o  every man and n a t i o n  comes t h e  
moment t o  dec ide ,  
I n  t h e  s t r i f e  of Tru th  wi th  Falsehood, 
f o r  t h e  good o r  e v i l  s i de . "  

I n  May 1540, a c t i n g  on a s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t  of a 
s p e c i a l  c o u n c i l ,  Henry had t h e  t h r e e  Lutheran 
l e a d e r s  a r r e s t e d  and s e n t  t o  t h e  Tower of London. 

THE SEQUEL 

The seque l  t o  t h e  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  was fa r - reaching .  
On J u l y  30, 1540, Robert  Barnes, Thomas G a r r e t ,  and 
William Jerome s u f f e r e d  and d i ed  by f i r e  a t  Smith- 
f i e l d .  Before h i s  dea th  Barnes brave ly  t e s t i f i e d  
t o  e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  confessed i n  t h e  
Apos t l e s '  Creed. A s  dea th  approached he i s  
r epo r t ed  t o  have s a i d  t o  one of h i s  f r i e n d s :  
"Cheer up b r o t h e r ,  today we s h a l l  be i n  glory."7 

~ e n r y ' s  reason  f o r  t h i s  grave a c t  of murder and 
contempt f o r  t h e  Word of God w a s  l a r g e l y  p o l i t i c a l .  

The martyrdom of t h e s e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
Anglo-Lutheran Reformation l e f t  a void i n  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of those  who favoured t h e  Evangel ica l  
Lutheran Church. I n  1555 t h e  unt imely k i l l i n g  of 

t h e  Rev. John Rogers, another  Anglo-Lutheran, 
dur ing  t h e  r e i g n  of Mary I numbed Lutheran i n i t i -  
a t i v e s ,  u n t i l  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of T r i n i t y  Lutheran 
Church du r ing  t h e  r e i g n  of Char les  11. 

When E l i z a b e t h  I was crowned Queen of England 
a t  Westminster i n  1559, t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  of 
England had become a s t r a n g e  admixture of Cathol i -  
cism, Calvinism, Zwinglianism, and t h e  r i s i n g  f o r c e  
of Pur i tan ism.  E l i zabe th  aimed a t  a po l i cy  of 
d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  un i formi ty ,  which became a mark 
of Anglicanism. The Act of Supremacy i n  1559 
empowered t h e  Sovereign t o  be t h e  Governor of 
t h e  Church of England, whi le  t h e  Act of Uniformity 
by Par l iament  imposed t h e  use  of a new Prayer  Book 
upon a l a r g e l y  P r o t e s t a n t  popula t ion  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  Crown. 

The t h r e e  con fe s so r s  could no t  have v i s u a l i z e d  
t h e  emergence of a congregat ion i n  1672 i n  t h e  
h e a r t  of London, o r  imagined t h e  growth of t h e  
Lutheran Church i n  England dur ing  t h e  r e i g n  of 
Queen V i c t o r i a .  I n  some r e s p e c t s  t h e  T r a c t a r i a n  
movement w i t h i n  t h e  Church of England sought a 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f a i t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
person of D r .  Edward Bouverie Pusey (1800-1882), 
who cher i shed  t h e  i n s p i r e d  S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  Real 
Presence i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  a l t a r .  H e  became 
r e g i u s  p r o f e s s o r  of Hebrew i n  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
Oxford. The small  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church of 
England a t t r a c t s  people  today from vary ing  
n a t i o n a l  backgrounds, ho ld ing  f a s t  t o  t h e  Con- 
f e s s i o n s .  The Conference of t h a t  church is  c a l l e d  
we he Barnes Conference. " 

I f  f a i t h f u l  Bible-centred Lutherans i n  A u s t r a l i a  
could l e a r n  more of t h i s  h e r i t a g e  of f a i t h  i n  
common wi th  t h e  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church of 
England, they  would cease  t o  encourage an image 
of being some import from t h e  Continent  of Europe 
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i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  mind and pe rcep t ion .  It remains 
t he  f i rm  conv ic t i on  of t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  evan- 
g e l i c a l  c a t h o l i c i t y  of D r .  Mart in  Luther  must 
s e rve  t o  f o r t i f y  Lutherans  f ac ing  t h e  p re sen t  m i l i -  
t a n t  secu la r i sm.  May t h e  f a i t h ,  courage, w r i t i n g s ,  
and t e n a c i t y  of t hose  who d i ed  on J u l y  30, 1540, 
be given due r e c o g n i t i o n  w i t h i n  B i b l i c a l  and Con- 
f e s s i o n a l  Lutheran churches! 

-- Bruce Wilmot Adams 
P a s t o r  Emeritus 
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THE CURRENT C R I S I S  I N  AMERICAN LUTHERANISM: 
CAN WE REMAIN LUTHERAN? 

G o t t h i l f  Doehler,  a p a s t o r  i n  t h e  Evangel ica l  
Lutheran F ree  Church i n  Germany, d e l i v e r e d  a 
paper t o  a p a s t o r a l  conference i n  1973 i n  which 
h e  defended t h e  d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t ' s  descent  i n t o  
h e l l  over  a g a i n s t  t h e  l i b e r a l  i n t r u s i o n  t h a t  "he 
went t o  t h e  realm of t h e  dead." I n  h i s  i n t r o -  
duc t ion  he had t h i s  t o  say about  B i b l i c a l  author-  
i t y :  "The Holy S c r i p t u r e s  have been abandoned a s  
God's e r r o r l e s s  Word i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  churches" 
and t h a t  " f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  have more and more been 
placed i n  p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  f a c u l t i e s  
of theology and church admin i s t r a t i on . "  I n  
defense  of t h e  B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  of ~ h r i s t ' s  
descent  i n t o  h e l l  h e  went on t o  say ,  " ~ o l y  Scrip-  
t u r e  i t s e l f  f o r  some time h a s  been i n  t h e  process  
of being dismantled p i e c e  by piece" t h e  r e s u l t  
be ing  t h a t  "we a r e  conf ronted  wi th  a d e c i s i v e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of church dogma.'' 

What Doehler s a i d  i n  1973 c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  much of American Lutheranism today. 
Over t h e  y e a r s  t h e r e  h a s  been a s t eady  e r o s i o n  
of B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  B i b l i -  
c a l  d o c t r i n e s  a r e  ques t ioned  and/or  denied.  Is 
t h e  B ib l e  God's v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d  and i n e r r a n t  
Word, a s  S c r i p t u r e  i t s e l f  t eaches ,  o r  does i t  
merely c o n t a i n  t h e  Word of God and t h a t  i t  i s  
up t o  t h e  t r a i n e d  theo log ian  t o  determine what 
i s  God's Word and xha t  is  n o t ?  

A common view of American Luthernism today i s  
t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s  i n s p i r e d  as God's a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
message i n  s p i r i t u a l  ma t t e r s ,  bu t  t h a t  i n  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  n a t t e r s  we must recognize t h e  
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human f a l l i b l e  element and t h e r e f o r e  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e r r o r s .  The cont roversy ,  t hen ,  
over  B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  c e n t e r s  around a  s p l i t  
between i n s p i r a t i o n  and i ne r r ancy .  That word 
" inerrancy" h a s  been bandied about  i n  our  day, t h e  
i d e a  being t h a t  i ne r r ancy  is  n o t  t o  be a p p l i e d  t o  
t h e  t e x t  of S c r i p t u r e  bu t  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  t r u t h  
which i t  seeks  t o  convey. The new Lutheran church 
chose n o t  t o  u se  t h e  word i ne r r ancy  i n  i t s  c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n .  I ts  Task Force on Theology expla ined  why: 

" t he  words i n e r r a n t  and i n f a l l i b l e  can be 
unders tood i n  ways t h a t  l e a d  t o  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  
what t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a r e . . . t hey  may l e a d  peo- 
p l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  one proven 
e r r o r  i n  t h e  Bib le ,  however minor, i t s  whole 
t e ach ing  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  doubt .  Therefore ,  we 
recommend t h a t  t h e  words i n e r r a n t  and i n f a l -  
l i b l e  n o t  be included."  

Th i s  i s  q u i t e  a  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  Minneapol is  
Theses of  1925 which h a s  a  s t r o n g  s ta tement  on 
S c r i p t u r e .  It says ,  "The synods s i g n a t o r y  t o  
t h e s e  A r t i c l e s  of Agreement accep t  wi thout  excep- 
t i o n  a l l  t h e  canon ica l  books of t h e  Old and New 
Testaments a s  a  whole, and i n  a l l  t h e i r  p a r t s ,  a s  
t h e  d i v i n e l y  i n s p i r e d ,  r evea l ed ,  and i n e r r a n t  Word 
of God, and submit t o  t h i s  a s  t h e  on ly  i n f a l l i b l e  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  of f a i t h  and l i f e . "  
(Document of Lutheran Unity  i n  America, R. C .  Wolf, 
p .  146) 

A r e l i g i o u s  news w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  Minneapolis 
S t a r  and Tr ibune  commenting on t h e  deba t e  t h a t  
took p l a c e  over  S c r i p t u r a l  i ne r r ancy  wrote:   h he 
proposed ' con fe s s ion  of f a i t h '  f o r  t h e  new church 
was hammered o u t  e a r l i e r  and r e v i s e d  i n  accord 
wi th  sugges t i ons  from t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s .  Some con- 
s e r v a t i v e  e v a n g e l i c a l s  had sought t o  have t h e  

S c r i p t u r e s  de sc r ibed  a s  i n e r r a n t  (without  e r r o r ) ,  
bu t  l o s t  ou t . "  

We quoted what G o t t h i l f  Doehler s a i d  about  
d i sman t l i ng  t h e  B ib l e  p i e c e  by p i e c e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
being t h a t  "we a r e  h e r e  conf ron ted  w i th  a  d e c i s i v e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of church dogma." We a r e  w i tne s s ing  
t h i s  i n  American Lutheranism. I n  most Lutheran 
s emina r i e s  a tex tbook  on C h r i s t i a n  Doct r ine  by 
Braaten and Jenson is  used which does  j u s t  t h i s .  
We submit some samplings: 

On S c r i p t u r e :  Today i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  
assume t h e  l i t e r a l  h i s t o r i c i t y  of  a l l  t h i n g s  
recorded .  What t h e  b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r s  r e p o r t  
is  n o t  accep ted  a s  a  l i t e r a l  t r a n s c r i p t  of 
t h e  f a c t u a l  cou r se  of  even t s .  Therefore ,  
c r i t i c a l  s c h o l a r s  i n q u i r e  behind t h e  t e x t  
and a t t emp t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  
t h a t  took p l a c e .  (Vol. I, pp. 76-77) 

On Genesis:  I t  i s  now almost  u n i v e r s a l l y  
h e l d  among theo log i ans  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  and 
concepts  w e  have of  Adam and Eve i n  p a r a d i s e  
a r e  l egends  and myths. The i d e a  of  humans 
l i v i n g  i n  a  b l e s sed  pr imeval  s t a g e  b e f o r e  t h e  
f a l l  i s  looked on a s  p o e t i c a l  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  
n o t  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  sometimes argued t h a t  
f a i t h f u l n e s s  r e q u i r e s  ou r  b e l i e f  i n  a primeval 
c o n d i t i o n  of b l e s sednes s .  Such a n  argument 
confuses  f a i t h f u l n e s s  w i th  t h e  impos i t i on  of 
a  myth ica l  s p e c u l a t i o n  on a  modern h i s t o r i c a l  
ou t l ook  on human l i f e .  To ho ld  t o  t h e  prime- 
v a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  Eden a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  h i s t o r y  
would be an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  and t o  
misunders tand f a i t h .  (Vol. 1, p .  238) 

On Inca rna t i on :  The h i s t o r y  and phenomenology 
of r e l i g i o n s  have c a l l e d  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
mythic  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n .  The 



human f a l l i b l e  element and t h e r e f o r e  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e r r o r s .  The cont roversy ,  t hen ,  
over  B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  c e n t e r s  around a  s p l i t  
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" inerrancy" h a s  been bandied about  i n  our  day, t h e  
i d e a  being t h a t  i ne r r ancy  is  n o t  t o  be a p p l i e d  t o  
t h e  t e x t  of S c r i p t u r e  bu t  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  t r u t h  
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t i o n s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  
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t e ach ing  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  doubt .  Therefore ,  we 
recommend t h a t  t h e  words i n e r r a n t  and i n f a l -  
l i b l e  n o t  be included."  

Th i s  i s  q u i t e  a  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  Minneapol is  
Theses of  1925 which h a s  a  s t r o n g  s ta tement  on 
S c r i p t u r e .  It says ,  "The synods s i g n a t o r y  t o  
t h e s e  A r t i c l e s  of Agreement accep t  wi thout  excep- 
t i o n  a l l  t h e  canon ica l  books of t h e  Old and New 
Testaments a s  a  whole, and i n  a l l  t h e i r  p a r t s ,  a s  
t h e  d i v i n e l y  i n s p i r e d ,  r evea l ed ,  and i n e r r a n t  Word 
of God, and submit t o  t h i s  a s  t h e  on ly  i n f a l l i b l e  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  of f a i t h  and l i f e . "  
(Document of Lutheran Unity  i n  America, R. C .  Wolf, 
p .  146) 

A r e l i g i o u s  news w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  Minneapolis 
S t a r  and Tr ibune  commenting on t h e  deba t e  t h a t  
took p l a c e  over  S c r i p t u r a l  i ne r r ancy  wrote:   h he 
proposed ' con fe s s ion  of f a i t h '  f o r  t h e  new church 
was hammered o u t  e a r l i e r  and r e v i s e d  i n  accord 
wi th  sugges t i ons  from t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s .  Some con- 
s e r v a t i v e  e v a n g e l i c a l s  had sought t o  have t h e  

S c r i p t u r e s  de sc r ibed  a s  i n e r r a n t  (without  e r r o r ) ,  
bu t  l o s t  ou t . "  

We quoted what G o t t h i l f  Doehler s a i d  about  
d i sman t l i ng  t h e  B ib l e  p i e c e  by p i e c e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
being t h a t  "we a r e  h e r e  conf ron ted  w i th  a  d e c i s i v e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of church dogma." We a r e  w i tne s s ing  
t h i s  i n  American Lutheranism. I n  most Lutheran 
s emina r i e s  a tex tbook  on C h r i s t i a n  Doct r ine  by 
Braaten and Jenson is  used which does  j u s t  t h i s .  
We submit some samplings: 

On S c r i p t u r e :  Today i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  
assume t h e  l i t e r a l  h i s t o r i c i t y  of  a l l  t h i n g s  
recorded .  What t h e  b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r s  r e p o r t  
is  n o t  accep ted  a s  a  l i t e r a l  t r a n s c r i p t  of 
t h e  f a c t u a l  cou r se  of  even t s .  Therefore ,  
c r i t i c a l  s c h o l a r s  i n q u i r e  behind t h e  t e x t  
and a t t emp t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  
t h a t  took p l a c e .  (Vol. I, pp. 76-77) 

On Genesis:  I t  i s  now almost  u n i v e r s a l l y  
h e l d  among theo log i ans  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  and 
concepts  w e  have of  Adam and Eve i n  p a r a d i s e  
a r e  l egends  and myths. The i d e a  of  humans 
l i v i n g  i n  a  b l e s sed  pr imeval  s t a g e  b e f o r e  t h e  
f a l l  i s  looked on a s  p o e t i c a l  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  
n o t  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  sometimes argued t h a t  
f a i t h f u l n e s s  r e q u i r e s  ou r  b e l i e f  i n  a primeval 
c o n d i t i o n  of b l e s sednes s .  Such a n  argument 
confuses  f a i t h f u l n e s s  w i th  t h e  impos i t i on  of 
a  myth ica l  s p e c u l a t i o n  on a  modern h i s t o r i c a l  
ou t l ook  on human l i f e .  To ho ld  t o  t h e  prime- 
v a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  Eden a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  h i s t o r y  
would be an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  and t o  
misunders tand f a i t h .  (Vol. 1, p .  238) 

On Inca rna t i on :  The h i s t o r y  and phenomenology 
of r e l i g i o n s  have c a l l e d  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
mythic  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n .  The 



n o t i o n  of t h e  p r e e x i s t e n t  Son of God 
becoming a  human being i n  t h e  womb of a  
v i r g i n  and t hen  r e t u r n i n g  t o  h i s  heavenly 
home i s  bound up w i th  a  mythological  pic-  
t u r e  of t h e  world t h a t  c l a s h e s  w i th  our  
modern s c i e n t i f i c  world view. ( I ,  p ,  527) 

On t h e  Gospels:  The s t o r y  of C h r i s t  i n  t h e  
Gospels i s  a  mix ture  of h i s t o r i c a l  even t s  
and mythological  symbols. The purpose of t h e  
myth i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  
even t s .  Today we must s ea r ch  t h e  myth f o r  
t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  meaning of t h e  events ,  and 
no t  t a k e  t h e  myth a t  f a c e  va lue .  We must a s k  
about t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  
myth of t h e  p r e e x i s t e n t  C h r i s t  and of h i s  
c r o s s  and r e s u r r e c t i o n .  To accep t  t h e s e  a s  
o b j e c t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  
realm of happenings is  t o  m i s s  t h e  p o i n t  of 
t h e  myth; t o  r e l a t e  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  kerygma t o  
human e x i s t e n c e . . .  

Myth and i t s  symbols a r e  i nd i spensab l e  t o  
exp re s s  t h e  r e a l i t y  of God i n  t h e  person of 
J e s u s .  Myth i s  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  form of l an-  
guage f o r  exp re s s ing  t h e  e v e n t s  and meanings 
of God's r e v e l a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y .  (Vol. I ,  
pp. 528-29) 

On t h e  V i rg in  B i r t h :  The primary i n t e r e s t  of 
dogmatics i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  a s  
a  symbol and n o t  a s  a  f r e a k i s h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
i n  t h e  course  of n a t u r e . . . .  

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  ho ld  t o  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  
a s  a  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t  and m i s s  i t s  p o i n t .  It 
i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  make t h e  same p o i n t  wi thout  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h ,  a s  t h e  w r i t i n g s  
of Pau l  and John prove by n o t  mentioning i t .  
It i s  impor tan t ,  then ,  n o t  t o  l e t  t h e  s t o r y  
g e t  bogged down i n  b io logy ,  bu t  t o  read  i t  a s  

a  symbol w i tne s s ing  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  
kerygma.. . . (pp. 546-47) 

On C h r i s t ' s  Death: J e s u s  h imse l f ,  though he  
might have and q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  d i d  reckon w i th  
a v i o l e n t  dea th  a t  t h e  hands of h i s  adversar -  
i e s ,  seems n o t  t o  have unders tood o r  i n t e r -  
p r e t e d  h i s  own dea th  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  o t h e r s  
o r  ransom f o r  s i n .  (11, p. 12) 

On t h e  T r i n i t y :  The t r i n i t y  is  simply t h e  
F a t h e r  and t h e  man J e s u s  and t h e i r  S p i r i t  a s  
t h e  S p i r i t  of  t h e  b e l i e v i n g  community. ( p .  155) 

On t h e  Resur rec t ion :  We do n o t  r e a l l y  know 
what a  r e s u r r e c t i o n  i s  because i t  i s  a  unique 
event  u n l i k e  anyth ing  t h a t  we know. W e  can 
imagine a  dead body suddenly awaking and ge t -  
t i n g  up, bu t  t h e  Gospels  do n o t  g i v e  u s  any 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  k ind .  I f  we p i c t u r e  t h e  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  way, we must r e a l i z e  t h a t  
such a  p i c t u r e  i s  a  metaphor o r  an  analogy used 
t o  convey what we t h i n k  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  in-  
volved.  What i s  a c t u a l l y  de sc r ibed  f o r  u s  is  
what happened t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s :  they were con- 
f r o n t e d  by t h e  l i v i n g ,  t ransformed J e s u s .  Th i s  
means t h a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  a s  an  event  t h a t  
happened t o  J e s u s  i s  something t h e  d i s c i p l e s  
i n f e r r e d  from t h e i r  be ing  conf ron ted  by him. 
The r e s u r r e c t i o n  a s  something t h a t  happened t o  
J e s u s  i n  which he  was " r a i s e d  from t h e  dead" 
remains a  mystery t o  u s ,  something beyond our  
reach .  Thus t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "Was t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
a h i s t o r i c a l  even t  ?I' ( o r  Did t h e  r e s u r r e c t  i on  
r e a l l y  happen?") p roves  t o  be a  very  complicated 
ques t i on .  The impor tan t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  J e s u s  
r e a l l y  appeared t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s ;  h e r e  i s  t h e  
beginning of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  f a i t h .  ( Inv i -  
t a t i o n  t o  F a i t h ,  Pau l  J e r s i l d ,  pp. 89-90) 



n o t i o n  of t h e  p r e e x i s t e n t  Son of God 
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of God's r e v e l a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y .  (Vol. I ,  
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r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h ,  a s  t h e  w r i t i n g s  
of Pau l  and John prove by n o t  mentioning i t .  
It i s  impor tan t ,  then ,  n o t  t o  l e t  t h e  s t o r y  
g e t  bogged down i n  b io logy ,  bu t  t o  read  i t  a s  

a  symbol w i tne s s ing  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  
kerygma.. . . (pp. 546-47) 

On C h r i s t ' s  Death: J e s u s  h imse l f ,  though he  
might have and q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  d i d  reckon w i th  
a v i o l e n t  dea th  a t  t h e  hands of h i s  adversar -  
i e s ,  seems n o t  t o  have unders tood o r  i n t e r -  
p r e t e d  h i s  own dea th  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  o t h e r s  
o r  ransom f o r  s i n .  (11, p. 12) 

On t h e  T r i n i t y :  The t r i n i t y  is  simply t h e  
F a t h e r  and t h e  man J e s u s  and t h e i r  S p i r i t  a s  
t h e  S p i r i t  of  t h e  b e l i e v i n g  community. ( p .  155) 
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what a  r e s u r r e c t i o n  i s  because i t  i s  a  unique 
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On C h r i s t ' s  Second Coming: When you know 
t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t r u l y  your f r i e n d ,  and you 
b e l i e v e  i n  him a s  your Lord, then  f o r  you he  
has  come t o  t h i s  world a  second t i m e .  The 
f i r s t  t ime was when h e  l i v e d  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  
The second t ime is  when he  l i v e s  i n  your 
h e a r t .  ("Today's Grace, Tomorrowt s Hope." 
P*  7 )  

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION 

I n  o rde r  t o  unders tand  t h i s  r a d i c a l  d e p a r t u r e  
from h i s t o r i c  Lutheranism we need t o  unders tand 
t h a t  l u r k i n g  behind t h i s  d e p a r t u r e  i s  t h e  u s e  of 
t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C r i t i c a l  Method of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
Th i s  method approaches  t h e  B ib l e  w i th  t h e  pre-  
suppos i t i on  t h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  any o t h e r  book, t h a t  
i t s  writers a r e  f a l l i b l e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  e r r o r s  
i n  i t ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  up t o  t h e  t r a i n e d  t heo log i an  
t o  determine what i s  t r u t h  and what i s  e r r o r .  For 
example, p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of t h i s  method r ega rd  t h e  
Gospels a s  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
New Teatament community which may o r  may n o t  be 
f a c t u a l ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  up t o  t h e  t r a i n e d  s c h o l a r  
t o  dec ide .  That  k ind  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  undermines 
B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine 
between t r u e  and f a l s e  d o c t r i n e .  It i s  r e a l l y  an 
a s s a u l t  on t h e  sou rce  of d o c t r i n e .  I n s t e a d  of 
c l e a r l y  s t a t i n g  " t h i s  we b e l i e v e ,  t each ,  and con- 
f e s s "  adhe ren t s  of t h i s  view go t h e i r  own way 
d o c t r i n a l l y ,  and consequent ly  anyth ing  goes .  The 
end r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  we have no f i n a l  de te rmina te  of 
t r u t h .  

INFORMED INFLUENCE 

Included i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  i n  American 
Lutheranism is ,  i n  my opin ion ,  Reformed i n f l u e n c e  
on Lutheran theo logy .  Lutheran theology is  roo t ed  

and grounded i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  means of 
g r ace ,  namely t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of C h r i s t ' s  
redemptive work a r e  brought  t o  u s  through t h e  
Word and Sacraments and a r e  made ou r  own. A two- 
f o l d  power r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  means of g r ace ,  namely 
t h e  v i s  d a t i v a  and t h e  v i s  o p e r a t i v e ,  t h e  former 
a  g i v i n g  o r  c o n f e r r i n g  power and t h e  l a t t e r  an  
o p e r a t i v e  power a c t u a l l y  working t h e  f a i t h  t o  
accep t  what God o f f e r s .  

Reformed theology does n o t  r e a l l y  have a  doc- 
t r i n e  of t h e  means of g r ace .  It looks  upon t h e  
gospe l  a s  an  o f f e r  of g r a c e  r a t h e r  t han  an a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  of g r a c e  and t h a t  i t  ( t h e  Gospel) h a s  no 
power of i t s e l f  bu t  t h e  power i s  i n  one ' s  d e c i s i o n  
o r  commitment h e  makes. Th i s  i s  a g r o s s  comming- 
l i n g  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  Commit- 
ment i s  n o t  a  p a r t  of t h e  essence  of f a i t h  i t s e l f ;  
i t  i s  r a t h e r  a r e s u l t  o r  f r u i t  of f a i t h  which 
belongs i n  t h e  sphere  of s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  

Reformed books a r e  f l ood ing  t h e  book markets  
and Lutheran people  a r e  buying them and i n  many 
c a s e s  swallowing Reformed d o c t r i n e  hook, l i n e ,  
and s i n k e r .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  many Lutheran 
sheep d re s sed  i n  Reformed theo logy ,  Lutherans  
have been napping wh i l e  t h e  Reformed have been 
r eap ing  and e x e r t i n g  a  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e .  

A new book S a n c t i f i c a t i o n :  C h r i s t  i n  Act ion 
by Harold Senkbe i l  i s  now on t h e  Lutheran  market ,  
which c l e a r l y  shows how t h e  theology of t oday ' s  
Evange l i ca l s  and Evange l ica l  Lutheran theology 
d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  approach t o  theo logy ,  I t  e x p l a i n s  
how t h e  two t h e o l o g i e s  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n :  "Where 
i n  t h e  world i s  God?" Reformed theology answers 
t h a t  H e  i s  t o  be  found i n  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  f e e l i n g s  
of t h e  h e a r t  whereas Lutheran theology answers  
t h a t  He i s  t o  be found i n  t h e  means of g r a c e .  
The au tho r  convinc ing ly  shows t h e  i n s e p a r a b l e  
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connect ion between j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a n c t i f i c a -  
t i o n ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  i s  t h e  
f r u i t  of  f a i t h  based on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  of  
t h e  gospe l .  Th i s  is  a  book t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
c l e r g y  and l a i t y  a l i k e .  It is  h igh  t i m e  t h a t  
Lutherans  be a l e r t e d  t o  t h e  p i t f a l l s  of Reformed 
theology.  

CAN WE REMAIN LUTHERAN? 

Only i f  "we p ledge  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  p rophe t i c  
and a p o s t o l i c  w r i t i n g s  of  t h e  Old and New Testa-  
ments a s  t h e  pure  c l e a r  f o u n t a i n  of I s r a e l ,  which 
is  t h e  on ly  t r u e  norm accord ing  t o  which a l l  
t e a c h e r s  and t each ings  a r e  t o  be judged." (SD, 
Rule and Norm, Tapper t ,  p.  503) T h a t ' s  t h e  sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  o u r  Lutheran f a t h e r s  made t o  t h e  B ib l e  
and we t h e i r  descendants  should do no l e s s .  

The Br ie f  Statement  of t h e  D o c t r i n a l  P o s i t i o n  
of t h e  Mis sou r i  Synod (adopted i n  1932) r e f l e c t s  
t h e  s p i r i t  of our  f a t h e r s  i n  t h e s e  words. 

We t each  t h a t  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  d i f f e r  from 
a l l  o t h e r  books i n  t h e  world i n  t h a t  they  a r e  
t h e  Word of God. They a r e  t h e  Word of God 
because ho ly  men of God who wrote  t h e  Scr ip-  
t u r e s  wrote  on ly  t h a t  which t h e  Holy Ghost 
communicated t o  them by i n s p i r a t i o n ,  2  Tim. 
3:16; 2 P e t .  l :21)  .... Since  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  
a r e  t h e  Word of God, i t  goes  wi thout  say ing  
t h a t  they  c o n t a i n  no e r r o r s  o r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  
bu t  they  a r e  i n  a l l  t h e i r  p a r t s  and words t h e  
i n f a l l i b l e  t r u t h ,  a l s o  i n  t hose  p a r t s  which 
t r e a t  of h i s t o r i c a l ,  geographica l  and o t h e r  
s e c u l a r  m a t t e r s ,  John 10:35. We fur thermore  
t e ach  r ega rd ing  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  they  
a r e  t h e  s o l e  source  from which a l l  d o c t r i n e s  
proclaimed i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church must be 

t aken  and t h e r e f o r e ,  t oo ,  t h e  s o l e  r u l e  and 
norm by which a l l  t e a c h e r s  and d o c t r i n e s  
must be examined and judged. 

And a long  w i t h  our  commitment t o  t h e  B ib l e  a s  
t h e  i n s p i r e d  and i n e r r a n t  Word of  God, t h e r e  must 
be a  q u i a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  Lutheran  Conf es- 
s i o n s .  We accep t  t h e  con fe s s ions  because they  
a r e  a  c l e a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  
A quatenus  s u b s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  n o t  do. 

Church Fel lowship 

W e  can  remain Lutheran i f  w e  accompany our  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  B ib l e  and Confessions w i th  
a  f i r m  p o s i t i o n  on Church f e l l o w s h i p ,  t h a t  is, 
i n s i s t  on d o c t r i n a l  u n i t y  and p r a c t i c e  f e l l owsh ip  
on t h e  b a s i s  of  f u l l  agreement i n  d o c t r i n e  and 
p r a c t i c e .  A s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  on S c r i p t u r e  and 
church f e l l owsh ip  go hand i n  hand; t hey  a r e  i n t e r -  
lock ing .  A f i r m  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  S c r i p t u r e  wi thout  
a  f i r m  p o s i t i o n  on church f e l l o w s h i p  can l e a d  t o  
a  demise of t h e  Sola  S c r i p t u r a  p r i n c i p l e .  We need 
t o a  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t r u e  and f a l s e  
d o c t r i n e  and main ta in  d o c t r i n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  when 
necessary .  No church can remain c o n f e s s i o n a l  
i f  i t  does  n o t  make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  and admonish 
e r r o r i s t s  and remove them i f  t hey  p e r s i s t  i n  
t h e i r  e r r o r .  God means what he  s a y s  i n  passages  
such as Romans 16: 7 and T i t u s  3: 10 and Matthew 
7:15. A s  we con fe s s  t h e  t r u t h  w e  must a l s o  
expose e r r o r .  

Our Lutheran  f a t h e r s  have l e f t  u s  an  example 
i n  t h e  way they  d e a l t  w i th  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  of t h e i r  
day. They d i d  n o t  v a c i l l a t e  o r  w a f f l e  when i t  
came t o  exposing f a l s e  d o c t r i n e .  We read  i n  SD, 
Rule and Norm: " ~ h e s e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  a r e  n o t ,  a s  
some may t h i n k ,  mere misunders tandings  o r  con- 
t e n t i o n s  about  words, w i th  one p a r t  t a l k i n g  p a s t  
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t aken  and t h e r e f o r e ,  t oo ,  t h e  s o l e  r u l e  and 
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7:15. A s  we con fe s s  t h e  t r u t h  w e  must a l s o  
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Our Lutheran  f a t h e r s  have l e f t  u s  an  example 
i n  t h e  way they  d e a l t  w i th  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  of t h e i r  
day. They d i d  n o t  v a c i l l a t e  o r  w a f f l e  when i t  
came t o  exposing f a l s e  d o c t r i n e .  We read  i n  SD, 
Rule and Norm: " ~ h e s e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  a r e  n o t ,  a s  
some may t h i n k ,  mere misunders tandings  o r  con- 
t e n t i o n s  about  words, w i th  one p a r t  t a l k i n g  p a s t  



t h e  o t h e r ,  so  t h a t  t h e  s t r i f e  r e f l e c t s  a  mere 
semantic problem of l i t t l e  o r  no consequence, 
On t h e  con t r a ry ,  t h e s e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  d e a l  w i th  
weighty and important  m a t t e r s ,  and they  a r e  of 
such a  n a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  op in ions  of t h e  e r r i n g  
p a r t y  cannot be  t o l e r a t e d  i n  t h e  church of God, 
much l e s s  be excused and defended." (SD, Rule 
and Norm, Tappert  p. 503) 

Over a g a i n s t  t h e  Sacramentar ians  and Schwkmer 
of h i s  day who denied t h e  t r u e  presence  of C h r i s t ' s  
body and blood i n  t h e  Sacrament Luther  s a i d ,  "Who- 
ever ,  I say,  w i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  w i l l  p l e a s e  
l e t  me a lone  and expect  no f e l l owsh ip  from me. 
This  is f i n a l . "  (Tappert  p ,  575) You r e c a l l  what 
Luther  a l s o  s ays  about  t hose  who demonstrate  t h a t  
whoever r ega rds  h i s  d o c t r i n e ,  f a i t h ,  and confes- 
s i o n  a s  t r u e  and c e r t a i n  cannot  remain i n  t h e  same 
s t a l l  w i th  t hose  who t e a c h  o r  adhere t o  f a l s e  doc- 
t r i n e .  I n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  i n  G a l a t i n s  i n  1535, 
Luther  had t h i s  t o  say  on h i s  commentary on G a l .  
5:9 ("a l i t t l e  heaven l eavene th  t h e  whole lump") 
i n  h i s  response t o  t h e  s e c t a r i a n s :  

I n  philosophy a  t i n y  e r r o r  i n  t h e  beginning 
is  very  g r e a t  a t  t h e  end. Thus i n  theology 
a  t i n y  e r r o r  overthrows t h e  whole teaching .  
Therefore ,  d o c t r i n e  and l i f e  should be d i s -  
t i ngu i shed  a s  sha rp ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Doc t r ine  
belongs t o  God, n o t  t o  u s ;  and we a r e  c a l l e d  
only a s  i t s  m i n i s t e r s .  Therefore  w e  cannot 
g ive  up o r  change one do t  of i t  (Matt ,  5: 18) 
.... On t h i s  s co re  we cannot  y i e l d  even a 
ha i rb read th .  For d o c t r i n e  is  l i k e  a  mathe- 
ma t i ca l  po in t .  Therefore  i t  cannot be d iv ided ;  
t h a t  i s ,  i t  cannot s t and  e i t h e r  s u b t r a c t i o n  o r  
add i t i on .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, l i f e  i s  l i k e  a 
phys i ca l  po in t .  Therefore  i t  can always be 
d iv ided  and can always y i e l d  something. . . . 
Therefore  d o c t r i n e  must be one e t e r n a l  and 

round golden c i r c l e ,  i n  which t h e r e  i s  no 
c rack ;  i f  even t h e  t i n i e s t  c r ack  appears ,  
t h e  c i r c l e  is  no longer  p e r f e c t  .... 
Hence t h i s  passage must a l s o  be  considered 
c a r e f u l l y  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  argument by 
which they  accuse  u s  of o f fending  a g a i n s t  
l ove  and t h u s  doing g r e a t  harm t o  t h e  churches.  
We a r e  s u r e l y  prepared t o  observe  peace and 
love  wi th  a l l  men, provided t h a t  t hey  l eave  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  of f a i t h  p e r f e c t  and sound f o r  u s .  
I f  we cannot o b t a i n  t h i s ,  it i s  u s e l e s s  f o r  
them t o  demand love  from us.  A c u r s e  on a  
l ove  t h a t  i s  observed a t  t h e  expense of t h e  
d o c t r i n e  of  f a i t h ,  t o  which every th ing  must 
yield-- love,  an a p o s t l e ,  an ange l  from heaven, 
e t c . !  Therefore  when they  minimize t h i s  i s s u e  
i n  such a  d i shones t  way, t hey  g i v e  ample evi-  
dence of how h igh ly  they  regard  t h e  majesty 
of t h e  Word. I f  they  be l i eved  i t  i s  t h e  Word 
of God, t hey  would no t  p l ay  around wi th  i t  
t h i s  way (LW 2 7 5  3 6 f ) .  

And t h e  Br ie f  Statement a l s o  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s p i r i t  
of t h e  f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  regard  when i t  says ,  "Since 
God orda ined  t h a t  H i s  Word only ,  wi thout  t h e  admix- 
t u r e  of human d o c t r i n e ,  be taught  and be l ieved  i n  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church, I P e t .  4:11; John 8:31,32; 
I Tim. 6 : 3 , 4 ,  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  by God 
t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  between orthodox and heterodox 
church bodies ,  Matt .  7:15, t o  have church fe l lowship  
on ly  wi th  orthodox church bodies ,  and, i n  ca se  they 
have s t r ayed  i n t o  heterodox church bod ie s ,  t o  l eave  
them, Rom. 16:17. We r e p u d i a t e  unionism, t h a t  i s ,  
church f e l l owsh ip  w i th  t h e  adhe ren t s  of f a l s e  doc- 
t r i n e ,  a s  d i sobedience  t o  God's command, a s  causing 
d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  Church, Rom. 16:17; 2 John 9,10, 
and a s  involv ing  t h e  cons tan t  danger of l o s i n g  
t h e  Word of God e n t i r e l y ,  2  Tim. 2:17-21. 
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On t h e  300th anniversary  of t h e  Lutheran Refor- 
mation, Claus Harms, who rev ived  con fe s s iona l  
Lutheranism i n  h i s  day, decided t o  r e i s s u e  L u t h e r ' s  
Ninety-Five Theses and a l s o  w r i t e  n ine ty - f ive  of 
h i s  own, C i t a t i o n  of s e v e r a l  of t h e  t h e s e s  w i l l  
g ive  u s  an i d e a  of t h e i r  conten t  and a l s o  of t h e i r  
cons ide rab l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  country,  and I b e l i e v e  
a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  i n  American 
Lutheranism, 

Thesis  1: When our  Master and Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t  s ays ,  " ~ e p e n t , "  h e  w i l l s  t h a t  men 
s h a l l  be conformed t o  h i s  d o c t r i n e ,  bu t  h e  
does n o t  conform t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of men, a s  
is now done, i n  accordance wi th  t h e  a l t e r e d  
s p i r i t  of t h e  t imes .  (I1 Tim. 4 : 3 )  

Thesis  27: According t o  t h e  o l d  f a i t h ,  God 
c r e a t e d  man; according t o  t h e  new f a i t h ,  man 
c r e a t e s  God, and when he  h a s  f i n i s h e d  wi th  
him h e  s ays ,  Aha! 

Thesis  32: The so-ca l led  r e l i g i o n  of reason  
i s  wi thout  reason ,  o r  wi thout  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  
wi thout  bo th .  

Thesis  43: When reason  touches r e l i g i o n  i t  
c a s t s  t h e  p e a r l s  a s i d e ,  and p l ays  wi th  t h e  
empty s h e l l s ,  t h e  empty words. 

Thesis  78: I f  a t  t h e  Colloquy of Marburg, 
1529, t h e  body and blood of C h r i s t  was i n  
t h e  bread and wine, i t  i s  s t i l l  so  i n  1817. 

The March i s s u e  of Aff i rm has  a  s t i m u l a t i n g  
a r t i c l e  on TAKE HEED TO THE DOCTRINE i n  which t h e  
au thor  p o i n t s  ou t  what i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  d o c t r i n e  
can do. He w r i t e s ,  

I f  we a r e  ignoran t  of o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t r u e  

d o c t r i n e ,  i f  we j u s t  don ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  t o  
spend any energy r e f u t i n g  t h e  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  
w e  deserve  what we g e t  a s  a  r e s u l t .  Here a r e  
some examples: A Jane  Schaberg can w r i t e ,  
i n  a  ' s feminis t "  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of C h r i s t ' s  
b i r t h ,  "The i l l e g i t i m a c y  of J e s u s  makes more 
p r e c i s e  t h e  c l a im  t h a t  Mary r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
oppressed who have been l i be ra t ed . . .The  
i l l e g i t i m a t e  concept ion t u r n s  ou t  t o  be  grace ,  
n o t  d i sg race , . . "  The "Jesus  Seminar," a  body 
of so-ca l led  " scho la r s , "  h a s  now determined 
t h a t  t h e  Lord ' s  Prayer  i s n ' t  t h e  Lord ' s  bu t  
j u s t  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  church, 
J e s u s  never  r e a l l y  s a i d  t hose  words! "So 
what, " you say ,  " those  t h i n g s  have noth ing  
t o  do wi th  m e .  I ' m  a  Lutheran." Well, my 
f r i e n d ,  s i n c e  you need more examples: a 
Lutheran p a s t o r  i n  Milwaukee asked h i s  con- 
g r e g a t i o n  f o r  permission t o  perform homosexual 
wedding ceremonies.  

How we need t o  heed t h e  words of t h e  apos t l e :  
"Take heed unto  t h y s e l f ,  and unto  t h e  d o c t r i n e ;  
cont inue  i n  them: f o r  i n  doing t h i s  thou s h a l t  
both save  t h y s e l f ,  and them t h a t  h e a r  thee."  
(I Tim. 4: 16) 

LAW AND GOSPEL 

F i n a l l y ,  w e  can remain Lutheran  i f  we cont inue  
t o  emphasize t h e  importance of p rope r ly  d iv id ing  
l a w  and gospe l  i n  our  preaching  and teaching .  
D r .  Walther observed t h a t  " t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  Reformer 
d a t e s  from t h e  moment when Luther  understood t h i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n . "  No one s i n c e  t h e  t ime of t h e  a p o s t l e  
Paul  b e t t e r  understood t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between law 
and gospe l  t han  Luther .  

The r i s e n  Savior  gave t h e  command " t h a t  repentance 
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d o c t r i n e ,  i f  we j u s t  don ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  t o  
spend any energy r e f u t i n g  t h e  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  
w e  deserve  what we g e t  a s  a  r e s u l t .  Here a r e  
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of so-ca l led  " scho la r s , "  h a s  now determined 
t h a t  t h e  Lord ' s  Prayer  i s n ' t  t h e  Lord ' s  bu t  
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what, " you say ,  " those  t h i n g s  have noth ing  
t o  do wi th  m e .  I ' m  a  Lutheran." Well, my 
f r i e n d ,  s i n c e  you need more examples: a 
Lutheran p a s t o r  i n  Milwaukee asked h i s  con- 
g r e g a t i o n  f o r  permission t o  perform homosexual 
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How we need t o  heed t h e  words of t h e  apos t l e :  
"Take heed unto  t h y s e l f ,  and unto  t h e  d o c t r i n e ;  
cont inue  i n  them: f o r  i n  doing t h i s  thou s h a l t  
both save  t h y s e l f ,  and them t h a t  h e a r  thee."  
(I Tim. 4: 16) 

LAW AND GOSPEL 

F i n a l l y ,  w e  can remain Lutheran  i f  we cont inue  
t o  emphasize t h e  importance of p rope r ly  d iv id ing  
l a w  and gospe l  i n  our  preaching  and teaching .  
D r .  Walther observed t h a t  " t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  Reformer 
d a t e s  from t h e  moment when Luther  understood t h i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n . "  No one s i n c e  t h e  t ime of t h e  a p o s t l e  
Paul  b e t t e r  understood t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between law 
and gospe l  t han  Luther .  

The r i s e n  Savior  gave t h e  command " t h a t  repentance 
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remiss ion  of  s i n s  should be  preached i n  h i s  
e  among a l l  na t ions . "  (Luke 24:26) And t h e  
s t o l i c  i n j u n c t i o n  is: "Study t o  show t h y s e l f  
roved un to  God, a  workman t h a t  needeth n o t  t o  
ashamed, r i g h t l y  d i v i d i n g  t h e  word of t r u t h , "  

( 2  Tim. 2: 15) Our con fe s s ions  sum up t h e  impor- 
t a n c e  of  Law and gospe l  p reach ing  i n  t h e s e  words, 
"We b e l i e v e  and con fe s s  t h a t  t h e s e  two d o c t r i n e s  
must be  urged c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  church of God 
u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  world,  bu t  w i th  due d i s t i n c -  
t i on . "  (SD A r t .  V ,  Tappert  p .  562) I f  t h e  
p rope r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e s e  two d o c t r i n e s  
i s  n o t  maintained,  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  d i s a s t r o u s  
f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ;  t h e  Gospel i s  made i n t o  a  new 
law, t h e  m e r i t s  of C h r i s t  a r e  obscured,  and 
t r o u b l e d  consc iences  a r e  robbed of t h e  comfort  
of t h e  Gospel promises.  

Rea l  law and gospe l  p reach ing  i s  becoming more 
of  a  r a r i t y  i n  our  day. I n s t e a d  of  law preaching 
we h e a r  much mora l iz ing  and t i r a d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  
e v i l s  of t h e  day, which on ly  f u e l s  t h e  op in io  
l e g i s  i n  a  person and make h y p o c r i t e s  o u t  of people .  
The law is  s p i r i t u a l  and i t  must be preached i n  
such a  way t h a t  "every mouth is s topped and a l l  
t h e  world becomes g u i l t y  be fo re  God" a s  Pau l  says .  
D r .  Koren, a  t heo log i an  of t h e  o l d  Norwegian 
Synod, emphasized t h e  importance of  law preach ing  
i n  t h e s e  words: " I f  we preached on ly  concerning 
t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of s i n  bu t  n o t  concerning repent -  
ance,  t h e n  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  would n e i t h e r  be under- 

d , n o r w o u l d  it bear  f r u i t .  For wi thout  re-  
ance t h e r e  i s  no f a i t h  and consequent ly  n o t  
i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h . "  And Luther  s ays  some- 

t h a t  i f  you w e r e  t o  go up t o  a  hea then  and 
him t h a t  h i s  s i n s  were fo rg iven ,  wi thout  

showing him h i s  need, he  would s t a r e  a t  you 
cow s t a r e s  a t  a  new born door;  he  wouldn't  
a t  you were t a l k i n g  about .  

- 54  - 

However, law preach ing ,  important  a s  i t  i s ,  i s  
a s  our  con fe s s ions  say "a f o r e i g n  work" and i t s  
purpose i s  t o  l e a d  t o  C h r i s t ' s  "proper  work'' which 
is t h e  preach ing  of t h e  good news of  fo rg ivenes s  
and e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  C h r i s t *  The hymn s a y s  i t  w e l l ,  

When s i n n e r s  s e e  t h e i r  l o s t  c o n d i t i o n  
And f e e l  t h e  p r e s s i n g  l oad  of  s i n  

And J e s u s  Cometh on H i s  miss ion  
To h e a l  t h e  s i n - s i c k  h e a r t  w i t h i n  

A l l  g r i e f  must f l e e  b e f o r e  H i s  g r ace ,  
And joy d i v i n e  w i l l  t a k e  i t s  p l ace .  

(Hymnal 65, v .  1) 

The gospe l  i s  t h e  on ly  s o l u t i o n  t o  man's problem 
of s i n  and t h e r e f o r e  we cannot  emphasize enough t h e  
importance of  p reach ing  t h e  gospe l ,  t h e  good news 
of fo rg ivenes s  and e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  C h r i s t .  I s h a l l  
never  f o r g e t  what my h o m i l e t i c s  p r o f e s s o r  empha- 
s i zed :  "NO one must eve r  l e a v e  your s e r v i c e  wi thout  
t h e  r i n g i n g  a s su rance  t h a t  he / she  h a s  a  Sav io r  from 
s i n . "  While t h e  law must be preached i n  a l l  of i t s  
sharpness  and s e v e r i t y ,  t h e  gospe l  must always pre-  
dominate. Walther s a i d  i s  wel l :  "So preach t h e  
law t h a t  i t  d r i v e s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a i n t  t o  d e s p a i r ;  
s o  preach t h e  gospe l  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
s i n n e r  hope." True law and gospe l  p reach ing  must 
always be a  p r i o r i t y  f o r  a  Lutheran p a s t o r .  

I n  conc lus ion ,  we can remain Lutheran on ly  i f  we 
f i r m l y  adhere  t o  t h e  B ib l e  a s  God's v e r b a l l y  in -  
s p i r e d  and i n e r r a n t  word, our  on ly  source  of doc- 
t r i n e ,  and t h e  founda t ion  of our  f a i t h .  Along w i th  
t h a t  s u b s c r i p t i o n  we must a l s o  have a f i r m  p o s i t i o n  
on church f e l l owsh ip ,  n o t  on ly  i n  word b u t  a l s o  i n  
p r a c t i c e ,  and t h a t  we emphasize t h e  importance of 
p rope r ly  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between t h e  law and t h e  
gospe l .  Then God w i l l  be  g l o r i f i e d  and H i s  people  
e d i f i e d  ! 

-- Wilhelm W. P e t e r s e n  
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TE3l3 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
FRCN 1918 - 1927 

It was June 8, 1917, i n  S t ,  Paul ,  Minnesota, and 
t h e  end of t h e  o l d  Norwegian Synod was a t  hand. 
A m a j o r i t y  of t h e  church body had voted t o  merge 
w i th  t h e  o l d  United Church and had t h u s  s o l d  t h e i r  
s p i r i t u a l  h e r i t a g e  f o r  t h e  es tab l i shment  of one 
l a r g e  Norwegian Lutheran Church i n  America, A 
mino r i t y  group was opposed t o  t h e  merger bu t  was 
n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  o l d ,  f a m i l i a r  
surroundings.  They went a long wi th  t h e  merger 
i n t e n t  upon proclaiming t h e  uncondi t ioned gospe l  
i n  a  compromised s i t u a t i o n .  A t h i r d  l i t t l e  remnant 
ga thered  i n  t h e  Aberdeen Hote l  i n  S t .  Paul .  Th i s  
group was u t t e r l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  numbers bu t  was 
determined t o  hold f a s t  t o  t h e i r  p r ec ious  h e r i t a g e  
of s a l v a t i o n  by g race  a lone .  

The members of t h e  Norwegian Synod were p repa r ing  
f o r  t h e i r  grand march down t h e  s t r e e t  t o  be un i t ed  
w i th  t h e  o t h e r  church body, The ceremonies t h a t  
took p l a c e  on June 9-10, 1917, have been c a l l e d  
" the  g r e a t e s t  church demonstrat ion eve r  he ld  by 
Norwegians anywhere i n  t h e  world." During a l l  of 
t h e s e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h e  l i t t l e  group i s sued  t h e  
fo l lowing  d e c l a r a t i o n :  

I .  We cannot f o r  conscience sake  j o i n  t h e  new 
church body on t h e  p re sen t  b a s i s .  

2 .  We cont inue  t o  s tand  on t h e  o l d  confess ion  
and o rgan iza t ion ,  which we a s  C h r i s t i a n s  
have t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  defend and under which 
we may work from now on a s  h e r e t o f o r e .  
(Grace f o r  Grace, p. 116) 

The Rev. John A. Moldstad descr ibed  i n  t h e  Lutheran 

S e n t i n e l  2 5  y e a r s  l a t e r  what t h a t  l i t t l e  group was 
doing on t h e  weekend t h a t  t h e  merger took p l ace .  

On Sunday a f t e rnoon ,  wh i l e  t h e  g r e a t  union 
j u b i l e e  was being he ld  i n  t h e  S t .  Paul  Audi- 
torium, we ga thered  wi th  t h e  Fairview Congre- 
g a t i o n  i n  a  smal l  bu i ld ing  i n  Minneapolis f o r  
s e r v i c e s .  The p a s t o r ,  t h e  Rev. C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson, conducted t h e  s e r v i c e ,  and t h e  
sermon was preached by t h e  Rev. J. A. Moldstad. 
It w a s  t h e  F i r s t  Sunday a f t e r  T r i n i t y  (June 10, 
1917), and t h e  gospe l  t e x t  f o r  t h e  day was 
Luke 19-31. 

We were f r e e ,  we were u n a f r a i d ,  and w e  were 
happy. We f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Lord was wi th  u s  
and t h a t  H i s  g r ace  was abundant ,  

Our meeting was cont inued Monday forenoon and 
a f te rnoon.  Both d o c t r i n a l  and p r a c t i c a l  
ques t i ons  were d i scussed .  It was a  smal l  
beginning and wi thout  temporal means, bu t  
God's b l e s s i n g s  have been showered upon us .  
One wi th  God i s  always a  ma jo r i t y .  

May we remain f a i t h f u l  s tewards  t o  t h e  end of 
t ime ! 

God h e l p  u s  f o r  J e s u s '  sake!  (Lutheran S e n t i n e l ,  
A p r i l  2 7 ,  1943.) 

The l i t t l e  group e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r s  and arranged f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of a  church pape r ,  Pas to r  Bjug 
Harstad,  Parkland,  Washington, was e l e c t e d  p r e s i -  
den t ;  P a s t o r  John A. Moldstad, Chicago, v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t ;  P a s t o r  C. N. P e t e r s e n ,  Minneapolis,  
s e c r e t a r y ;  P a s t o r  0 .  T. Lee,  Northwood, Iowa, 
t r e a s u r e r .  The church paper  was t o  be  c a l l e d  t h e  
Luthersk Tidende. The f i r s t  i s s u e  appeared on 
J u l y  16, 1917. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  
reasons  f o r  n o t  going i n t o  t h e  merger, t h e  paper 
a l s o  made t h e  fo l lowing  announcement: 
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To t h e  r eade r s :  Th i s ,  then,  is  Luthersk 
Tidende, a s  i t  was s t i p u l a t e d  by t h e  meeting 
of t h e  minor i ty  i n  S t .  Paul ,  Minnesota, 
June 9 ,  1917. I f  a  s u f f i c i e n t  number of 
s u b s c r i b e r s  i s  obta ined  t h e  paper  w i l l  be  
publ i shed  twice a  month wi th  e i g h t  o r  s i x t e e n  
pages i n  each i s s u e .  I n  ca se  of f a i l u r e  t o  
g e t  t h e  necessary  suppor t ,  t h e  paper  w i l l  be  
publ i shed  a s  a  pamphlet whenever s u f f i c i e n t  
funds a r e  on hand. The p r i c e  of s u b s c r i p t i o n  
w i l l ,  i n  any event ,  be one d o l l a r  a  year .  

The paper  made t h e  modest announcement on A p r i l  1, 
1918: 

P a s t o r s  and member congrega t ions  who d e s i r e  
t o  cont inue  i n  t h e  o l d  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  
of t h e  Norwegian Synod w i l l ,  God w i l l i n g ,  
hold t h e i r  annual  meeting i n  t h e  Lime Creek 
Congregation, P a s t o r  Henry I n g e b r i t s o n ' s  
charge,  June 14 and fo l lowing  days.  ( I ,  18, 
p.  1 4 4 ) l  

I f  w e  look  a t  t h e  " ~ e r e t n i n g "  o r  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h a t  
f i r s t  convent ion he ld  i n  1918, we read  t h e  fo l lowing  
information:  

The synod meeting was he ld  i n  Lime Creek Church, 
P a s t o r  H. I n g e b r i t s o n ' s  c a l l ,  from t h e  14th t o  
t h e  19 th  of June,  1918, beginning wi th  an open- 
ing sermon by P r e s i d e n t  B. Harstad.  

Because of a  newly proclaimed ordinance,  t h a t  
only t h e  Engl i sh  language should be used a t  
p u b l i c  meet ings i n  Iowa, a l l  of t h e s e  sermons 
and d o c t r i n a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  were h e l d  i n  a  l a r g e  
t e n t  s e t  up i n  Minnesota, one mi l e  from t h e  
church. 

Rev. Harstad chose as h i s  t e x t  f o r  t h e  opening 

sermon Genesis  12:l-4, where t h e  Lord g i v e s  h i s  
b l e s s i n g  and promise t o  Abraham. He began wi th  
t h e  fo l lowing  words: 

Under exceedingly s t r a n g e  circumstances we 
g r e e t  one ano the r  h e r e  today having always 
be fo re  ga thered  under a  wel l -def ined and 
well-understood a p o s t o l i c a l l y  f r e e  church 
o rgan iza t ion ;  we today meet a s  s c a t t e r e d  
sheep wi thout  any formal  system of government. 

We have, dea r  f r i e n d s ,  ga thered  h e r e  by t h e  
l i b e r t y  which we enjoy i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  We 
a r e ,  a s  i t  were, c l u s t e r i n g  around t h e  o l d  
bu i ld ing  s i t e  which i s  s torm swept and waste .  
A d e s t r u c t i v e  hu r r i cane  h a s  swept away t h e  
dea r  o ld  mansion, even t a k i n g  wi th  i t  most of 
them t h a t  dwelt  t h e r e ,  Discouraged, looking 
around, we d i scove r  only t h e  ba re  ground wi th  
wreckage and dangerous c ros s roads .  Yet l e t  u s  
n o t  be t oo  much alarmed nor  discouraged.  Worse 
t h i n g s  have r epea t ed ly  happened t o  t h e  church 
be fo re  t h i s ,  without  i t s  being des t royed .  Le t  
u s  remember and fo l l ow  t h e s e  words of Jeremiah 
t h e  prophet :  "Thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord, s t and  ye  
i n  t h e  ways and see  and a s k  f o r  t h e  o ld  pa ths ,  
where i s  t h e  good way and walk t h e r e i n ,  and 
ye s h a l l  f i n d  r e s t  f o r  your s o u l s .  (Jeremiah 
6: 1612 

The convent ion was a t t ended  by e leven  p a s t o r s  of 
t h e  Norwegian Synod p l u s  185 l a y  people ,  men and 
women. Four p a s t o r s  from t h e  Missour i  Synod a l s o  
a t t ended  t h e  f i r s t  convent ion.  

The convent ion s e t  f o r t h  t h e  fo l lowing  r e s o l u t i o n s :  

I .  We, members p r e s e n t ,  of t h e  synod f o r  t h e  
Norwegian Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church of 
America, m i n i s t e r s ,  d e l e g a t e s  of congregat ions 
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and members of congrega t ions  j o i n  t oge the r  
f o r  t h e  purpose of cont inu ing  t h e  work of 
t h e  synod on t h e  o ld  b a s i s  and accord ing  
t o  t h e  o l d  p r i n c i p l e s .  

W e  t h e r e f o r e  move f o r  adopt ion by t h e  
congrega t ions  : 

2 .  The name of t h i s  o rgan iza t ion  s h a l l  be t h e  
Norwegian Synod of t h e  American Evangel ica l  
Lutheran Church. 

3 .  The only  source  and r u l e  f o r  f a i t h  and 
d o c t r i n e  i s  t h e  Word of God a s  r evea l ed  i n  
t h e  Canonical Books of t h e  Old and New 
Concord. 

4 .  The Norwegian Synod adopts  a s  i t s  con fe s s ion  
a l l  t h e  Symbolical Books of t h e  Lutheran 
Church conta ined  i n  t h e  Book of Concord. 

5 .  We e l e c t  a committee of t h r e e  t o  propose t h e  
necessary  changes i n  t h e  o l d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  synod. The committee r e p o r t  s h a l l  be  
publ i shed  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  o rde r  t h a t  
congrega t ions  so  wishing can cons ider  and 
adopt i t .  Committee r e p o r t  t o  be presen ted  
f o r  f i n a l  adopt ion  a t  t h e  next  meeting of 
t h e  synod .3 

The convention r e e l e c t e d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  chosen t h e  
year  be fo re  i n  S t .  Pau l  wi th  t h e  except ion  t h a t  
Pas to r  A. J .  Torgeson w a s  e l e c t e d  t r e a s u r e r ,  s i n c e  
t he  Rev. 0 .  T.  Lee had d i ed  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1918. 
The name of t h e  church paper was lengthened t o  
Evangelisk Luthersk  Tidende. 

Two e s says  were d e l i v e r e d .  P a s t o r  L. P. Jensen  
de l ive red  one on "The S p i r i t u a l  S t a t e  of Man Before 
Quickening o r  Regeneration," and P a s t o r  B. Harstad 
t he  o t h e r  on "The Teaching of S c r i p t u r e  Concerning 
t h e  Unity of t h e  S p i r i t  and t h e  Warning Against 
Unionism. 

Thus t h e  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Synod came i n t o  
being i n  June 1918. It was no th ing  spectacu- 
l a r  bu t  a s t a r t  had been made, and t h a t ,  f o r  
t h e  moment, was t h e  important  t h ing .  I n  t h e  
y e a r s  t o  come o t h e r  p a s t o r s  and congregat ions 
would p l ay  a more a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  work of 
t h e  ELS. "TO every th ing  t h e r e  i s  a season,  
and a t i m e  t o  every purpose under heaven" 
(Ecc. 3 : l )  and t h i s  l i t t l e  group gathered a t  
Lime Creek, nea r  Lake M i l l s ,  Iowa, i n  1918, 
met t h e  needs of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  hour .  A l l  
due honor f o r  i t!  I f  t he se  few p a s t o r s  and 
people  had n o t  he ld  f a s t  i n  1917, and had not  
moved f i r m l y  i n  1918 t o  organize  anew, 
humanly speaking t h e r e  l i k e l y  would n o t  have 
been a reorganized  Norwegian Synod t o  which 
o t h e r s  could come a t  a l a t e r  da t e .4  

The convent ion decided t o  pub l i sh  an annual  r e p o r t  
and a "Folkekalender , " o r  a "People ' s ca l enda r .  " 
The P u b l i c a t i o n ' s  Committee was t o  look  f o r  an 
Engl i sh  Hymnal. It was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h r e e  p a s t o r s  
had d i ed  dur ing  1917-1918. A Missour i  Synod p a s t o r  
by t h e  name of Rev. H. S t ege r  of Fa i rbanks ,  Iowa, 
was p r e s e n t  and preached one of t h e  convent ion 
sermons on t h e  Pa rab l e  of t h e  Mustard Seed, (Matt. 
13:31-32). He poin ted  ou t  how from t h e  l i t t l e  
mustard seed t h e r e  grows a t r e e  w i th  many branches.  
So i t  i s  i n  t h e  kingdom of heaven t h a t  from smal l  
beginnings t h e r e  can be g r e a t  r e s u l t s .  

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no t e  t h a t  t h e  convent ion 
addressed a message t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  a s s u r i n g  him of t h e i r  h e a r t y  suppor t  and 
p r a y e r f u l  s u p p l i c a t i o n  t o  Almighty God t h a t  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  might have t h e  courage and w i s d o m  t o  
p rosecu te  t he  war t o  a succes s fu l  end and a 
r i g h t e o u s  peace.  
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S t a t e s  a s s u r i n g  him of t h e i r  h e a r t y  suppor t  and 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The 1919 convent ion of t h e  Norwegian Synod was h e l d  
a t  Our Sav io r  ' s Congregation i n  A lbe r t  Lea,  Minne- 
s o t a ,  Emil Hanson, p a s t o r .  It met from t h e  29th of 
May u n t i l  t h e  4 th  of June.  Th i s  convent ion was 
a t t ended  by t e n  p a s t o r s  w i th  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  and 
twenty-seven laymen wi th  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vo t e .  The 
opening sermon was preached by P a s t o r  G. A. Gul l ix -  
son on t h e  b a s i s  of Exodus 14:15. The theme of h i s  
sermon was "Go Forward." He spoke of t h e  Chi ldren  
of I s r a e l  s t and ing  a t  t h e  Red Sea,  E v e r y ~ h i n g  
seemed t o  be a g a i n s t  them. I n  f r o n t  of them was 
t h e  s e a ,  mountains on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and Pharaoh 
w i t h  h i s  mighty h o s t  behind them. I n  t h e  mids t  of 
t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  when every th ing  seemed hope l e s s ,  
t h e  Lord spoke t o  Moses and s a i d  t o  t h e  Chi ldren  of 
I s r a e l ,  "Go forward." Thus a l s o  ~ u l l i x s o n ' s  mes- 
sage  t o  t h e  synod was t h e  same a s  t h a t  g iven  t o  
Moses. "Go Forward! Forward i n  f a i t h .  Forward i n  
love .  Forward i n  God's g r ace  and providence." He 
brought  t h e  sermon t o  a  c l o s e  wi th  a  s t i r r i n g  exhor- 
t a t i o n ,  "Therefore  s h a l l  our  d e c i s i o n s  a t  t h i s  
meet ing be  t h a t  we g i v e  our  heavenly Saviour  t h e  
s t r o n g  answer: With you w i l l  w e  go forward;  w i th  
you and i n  t h e  power of your g r ace  w i l l  we work 
i n  f a i t h  and l ove ,  For you w i l l  w e  o f f e r  our  whole 
l i v e s .  Upon t h e  power of your g r ace  and t h e  lead-  
i ng  of your Holy S p i r i t  w i l l  we s t and .  ~ r n e n . " ~  

P r e s i d e n t  Bjug Hars tad  a l s o  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  g o a l s  of 
t h e  synod i n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t ' s  message. 

What i s  our  ch i e f  t a s k ?  Not t o  g a t h e r  g r e a t  
numbers o r  b u i l d  a  l a r g e  synod b u t  t h a t  w e  
each one f o r  himself  i n  h i s  own c i r c l e  o r  
c a l l  and ci rcumstances  i s  e a g e r l y  zea lous  f o r  
t h e  one t h i n g  need fu l ,  t o  advance God's g l o r y  
and our  own s a l v a t i o n  and t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of 

o t h e r s  by u s ing ,  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  and obeying 
~ o d ' s  Word, t h a t  we may g e t  eyes  t o  s e e  t h e  
wisdom and power from on h igh  t o  f i g h t  t h e  
good f i g h t  of f a i t h  a g a i n s t  a l l  s i n .  Th i s  
does  n o t  on ly  apply  t o  p a s t o r s  and p r o f e s s o r s  
b u t  t o  every C h r i s t i a n  man o r  woman, young 
and o l d .  We have a l l  been c a l l e d  and i n  
bapt ism made p a s t o r s ,  p rophe t s ,  and k ings  
b e f o r e  God, A s  such we must a l l  wi th  z e a l  
f a i t h f u l l y  u s e  God's Word and p raye r  i n  our  
homes and congrega t ions  i n  accordance wi th  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  Word and i n  t h a t  way 
advance i n  f a i t h ,  hope and l o v e  t o  God and 
man. To which a l s o  belongs t h a t  we u s e  t h e  
t h e  b r o t h e r l y  reminder of c o r r e c t i o n  of s i n s  
i n  accordance wi th  God's Word. (Matt .  18: 
15-18) T h i s  same b r o t h e r l y  reminder ,  w e  
p a s t o r s ,  where we can,  e x e r c i s e  toward each 
o t h e r  wi thout  r e s p e c t  of persons .  6 

Also i n  h i s  message h e  g i v e s  an e x c e l l e n t  p l e a  f o r  
t h e  u se  of C h r i s t i a n  s choo l s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

A f i n e  g r e e t i n g  was s e n t  t o  t h e  synod from D r .  
Theodore Graebner of t h e  Missour i  Synod. The 
opening devot ion  on May 10 was conducted by Rev. 
J. Hendricks.  Th i s  was fol lowed by s h o r t  p a t r i o t i c  
speeches  by J* H.  Boye, Rev. H. A. P r eus ,  E .  B. 
E l l i n g s o n ,  and P a s t o r  G. A. Gul l ixson .  The conven- 
t i o n  then  r ece s sed  i n  o rde r  t o  g i v e  t h e  members an 
oppo r tun i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  day. The s e s s i o n  
c lo sed  w i th  t h e  s i ng ing  of  "America." 

Other  a c t i o n s  taken  by t h e  convent ion inc luded  t h e  
appointment of a  C h r i s t i a n  Day School Committee. 
A fund was a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  purpose  of 
he lp ing  congrega t ions  e s t a b l i s h  C h r i s t i a n  Day 
Schools .  It  was t o  be adminis te red  by the School 
Committee. The synod a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  3orwegian 
P r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  t h e  Missour i  Synod's c o l l e g e  i n  
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S t .  Pau l ,  Minnesota.  Here t h e  young men of t h e  
synod who wanted t o  p r epa re  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  would 
be d i r e c t e d  f o r  s tudy  and o t h e r s  who wanted a  
h ighe r  educa t ion .  

Another important  a c t i o n  of t h e  convent ion was t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of a  Church Extension Fund. Th i s  
fund was t o  be under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of a  committee 
of t h r e e  members. It was a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t o  c o l l e c t  
money and "L ibe r ty  ~ o n d s ' '  f o r  t h e  fund. The synod 
a l s o  decided t o  apply  f o r  membership i n  t h e  Synod- 
i c a l  Conference and t o  choose a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  
t h e  nex t  meeting. 

An important  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  convent ion was t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of Home and Foreign Mission Committees. 
Th i s  demonstrated from t h e  very  beginning t h a t  t h e  
synod was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing t h e  work of spread ing  
t h e  gospe l .  E l ec t ed  t o  t h e  Home Mission Committee 
were P a s t o r s  H. I n g e b r i t s o n  and C h r i s t i a n  Anderson 
and layman O l e  Tvetden. P a s t o r  George 0.  L i l l e g a r d  
and P a s t o r  L. S, Guttebo a s  w e l l  a s  M r .  G. H. Ki land  
were e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Fore ign  Mission Committee. 
E lec ted  t o  t h e  School Committee f o r  C h r i s t i a n  Day 
Schools  were P a s t o r  Bjug Hars tad ,  P a s t o r  H. Inge- 
b r i t s o n ,  and M r .  E. B. E l l i ngson .  To t h e  Church 
Extension Committee were e l e c t e d  P a s t o r  J. A. 
Moldstad, P a s t o r  Holden M. Olsen,  and M r .  Nick 
Nielson.  

The new c o n s t i t u t i o n  was p r e sen t ed  f o r  adopt ion .  

An essay  on "The S c r i p t u r a l  P r i n c i p l e "  was given 
by P a s t o r  M. A. Bleken. 

On Synod Sunday, June 1, t h e  sermon was preached by 
t h e  Rev. Pau l  B r a m e r ,  a  Missour i  Synod p a s t o r  from 
S t .  Ansgar, Iowa. He preached on t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
"The God-Pleasing Unity  of C h r i s t i a n s "  based upon 
Eph. 4:3-6 .  A c h o r a l  union conce r t  was h e l d  a l s o  

on t h a t  Sunday and an a d d r e s s  was g iven  by t h e  
Rev. Bolden M. Olsen. He c lo sed  h i s  add re s s  w i th  
t h e s e  words: "BY t h e  enemies of Luther  and h i s  
f o l l o w e r s  i t  w a s  s a id :  'They s i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  
preach t h e i r  e r r o r s  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s . '  L e t  i t  be  
s a i d  by f r i e n d s  and f o e s  a l i k e ,  t o  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  
g l o r y  of our  church,  t h a t  we Lutherans  s t i l l  s i n g  
and by t h e  g r a c e  of God always w i l l  s i n g  a s  w e l l  
a s  preach t h e  sav ing  t r u t h s  of God's word i n t o  t h e  
h e a r t s  of men!"7 

THE THIRD ANNUAL COWENTION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Norwegian Synod of t h e  American Evange l i ca l  
Lutheran Church h e l d  i t s  t h i r d  annua l  convent ion 
i n  Fa i rv iew Lutheran  Church, t h e  Rev. C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson's charge,  Minneapol is ,  Minnesota,  
June 4-10, 1920. 

Rev. M. K. Bleken preached t h e  opening sermon on 
t h e  t e x t  Matt .  1 1 : 2 8 - 3 0 . ~  A t  t h i s  convent ion s i x  
congrega t ions  were r ece ived  i n t o  membership. 
There were twenty p a s t o r s  p r e s e n t  w i th  v o t i n g  
r i g h t s ,  a l s o  t h i r t y - e i g h t  laymen. I n  h i s  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  convent ion P re s .  Bjug Harstad gave s t r o n g  
warning about  be ing  f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  
have a l l  of  t h e  outward b e n e f i t s  and r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  church body had. We quote  from 
h i s  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e p o r t :  

Because o f  t h e  c i rcumstances  under which we 
l a b o r ,  we m i s s  so  many today wi th  whom we 
were wont t o  assemble i n  former y e a r s .  Th i s  
f a c t  opp re s se s  our  h e a r t s  and f i l l s  u s  wi th  
sadness  and r e g r e t ;  f o r  we a r e  c e r t a i n l y  made 
t o  f e e l  t h e  l a c k  of a l l  t hose  t h i n g s ,  which 
today a r e  cons idered  s o  necessary  f o r  t h e  suc- 
c e s s f u l  accomplishment of any g r e a t  t a s k .  We 
a r e  on ly  a handfu l ,  l a ck ing  i n  p r e s t i g e  and i n  
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THE THIRD ANNUAL COWENTION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  church body had. We quote  from 
h i s  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e p o r t :  

Because o f  t h e  c i rcumstances  under which we 
l a b o r ,  we m i s s  so  many today wi th  whom we 
were wont t o  assemble i n  former y e a r s .  Th i s  
f a c t  opp re s se s  our  h e a r t s  and f i l l s  u s  wi th  
sadness  and r e g r e t ;  f o r  we a r e  c e r t a i n l y  made 
t o  f e e l  t h e  l a c k  of a l l  t hose  t h i n g s ,  which 
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c e s s f u l  accomplishment of any g r e a t  t a s k .  We 
a r e  on ly  a handfu l ,  l a ck ing  i n  p r e s t i g e  and i n  



t h e  advantages  of being honored by many. We 

have no p rope r ty ,  nor  do we r e c e i v e  any con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  from t h e  world.  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
we a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  made t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  hands 
of a l l  a r e  tu rned  a g a i n s t  u s ,  and t h a t  ou r  
hands a r e  tu rned  a g a i n s t  them. Before  w e  a r e  
aware of i t ,  thoughts  and q u e s t i o n s  s t e a l  upon 
u s ,  of how we may become s t r o n g e r  i n  numbers 
and i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  of men, and how we may 
avoid a l l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  

My dea r  f r i e n d s ,  t h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r .  Is 

i t  t h e  f l e s h  o r  i s  i t  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  f o s t e r s  
such i d e a s ?  Every one needs t o  make up h i s  
mind c l e a r l y  on t h i s  ques t i on .  I f  w e  a r e  neg- 

l i g e n t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we may e a s i l y  be  caught  
i n  s e c r e t  sna re s .  When w e  must admit t h a t  w e  
a r e  by n a t u r e  j u s t  a s  v a i n  and s e n s i t i v e  a s  
o t h e r  human be ings ,  t h a t  we enjoy t o  l i v e  a t  
e a s e ,  and t h a t  we v a l u e  a s  h i g h l y  a s  o t h e r s  t h e  
company of good f r i e n d s ,  i n f l u e n c e  and a  good 
r e p u t a t i o n  among men, t hen  i t  i s  t o  be  f e a r e d  
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  o l d  Adam who sugges t s  such 
t hough t s  a s  t h e s e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  draw our  h e a r t s  
from t h e  Lord. Right  h e r e  we must be  on ou r  
guard,  watch and p ray ,  l e s t  we e n t e r  i n t o  temp- 
t a t i o n .  Th i s  a p p l i e s  n o t  on ly  t o  u s  a s  p a s t o r s ,  
bu t  t o  a l l  f e l l o w  b e l i e v e r s  a s  we l l .  Even more 
t han  Moses, do we r e q u i r e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of our  
b r e t h r e n  t o  s t and  by our  s i d e  and suppor t  our  
arms. Exod. 17 :12 .9  

P r e s .  Hars tad  a l s o  warned a g a i n s t  going t o  c o u r t  i n  
c a s e  of l o s s  of p rope r ty .  He wrote:  

I f  churches  a r e  c lo sed  a g a i n s t  u s  and d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  of p rope r ty  by a r b i t r a t i o n  i s  denied u s ,  
l e t  u s  r a t h e r  l o s e  a l l  than  f i l e  a  complaint  
i n  c o u r t .  Le t  i t  go. O r  s h a l l  we, b e s i d e s  
l o s i n g  our  p a r t  of t h e  p rope r ty ,  spend p rec ious  

t ime and money on a  c o u r t  c a se ,  t h a t  very  
l i k e l y  w i l l  on ly  b r i n g  new disappointment?  

He concluded h i s  r e p o r t  w i th  t h i s  exho r t a t i on :  

Now t h i s  is  a  hard  t h i n g ,  t o  remain s t e a d f a s t  
s t i l l  and con fe s s  t h a t  God i s  g rac ious  and a  
s a v i o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  world,  a g a i n s t  fa l sehood  
and f r aud .  Very wel l !  Le t  i t  be a s  hard  and 
p a i n f u l  a s  i t  w i l l ,  t h e  t r u s t  must be con- 
f e s sed ,  i f  we would f a r e  w e l l .  May God g r a n t  
u s  H i s  g r ace .  

A d o c t r i n a l  paper  was p r e sen t ed  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
" ~ i f f e r e n c e s  and Correspondence Between t h e  Law 
and t h e  Gospel . I 1  Also included i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
was a  warning a g a i n s t  t h e  unionism of t h e  Nat iona l  
Lutheran  Counci l .  

The s t and ing  committees gave t h e i r  r e p o r t s .  Amongst 
some of t h e i r  r e p o r t s  i s  inc luded  t h e  fo l lowing  
in format ion :  

The Committee on P a r o c h i a l  Schools .  "The synod 
i s  much p l ea sed  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  Our s a v i o u r ' s  
Church a t  A lbe r t  Lea, Minnesota,  h a s  reso lved  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p a r o c h i a l  school ,  and i t  encour- 
ages  o t h e r  congrega t ions  t o  do l i k e w i s e .  

Committee f o r  Higher I n s t i t u t i o n s  of Learning.  
The committee r epo r t ed  t h a t  i t  had m e t  wi th  
t h e  Board of E l e c t o r s  f o r  Concordia Col lege ,  
S t .  Pau l ,  and as a  r e s u l t  of t h e  meet ing a 

p r o f e s s o r s h i p  was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i th  t h e  under- 
s t and ing  t h a t  t h e  Norwegian Synod a p p o i n t s  t h i s  
p r o f e s s o r ,  and t h a t  he  be a  member of t h e  fac-  
u l t y ,  and t h a t  he  be pa id  t h e  same s a l a r y  a s  
t h e  o t h e r  p r o f e s s o r s .  The Norwegian s t u d e n t s  
were gran ted  t h e  same p r i v i l e g e s  a s  s t u d e n t s  
of t h e  Missour i  Synod. 
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D r .  S. C .  Ylv isaker  was c a l l e d  by our synod 
t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  and h e  accepted t h e  c a l l .  
Th i s  arrangement h a s  been a marked success .  
The work has  been c a r r i e d  on i n  harmony.... 
Through t h e  school  y e a r ,  e leven  of our boys 
a t t ended  t h e  co l l ege .  

Report of t h e  Committee on P u b l i c a t i o n s .  Th i s  

committee r epo r t ed  t h a t  i t  took t h e  necessary  
s t e p s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  book company,  he 
Lutheran  Synod Book Company," Minneapolis.  

Th i s  committee a l s o  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  number of 
s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  " ~ u t h e r s k  Tidende and Sent  i n e l "  
h a s  been increased  by about 560. 

The Committee on Finances expressed G r a t i t u d e  t o  
God f o r  g r a n t i n g  w i l l i n g  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  people  t o  
suppor t  t h e  works of t h e  synod. The t r e a s u r e r ' s  
r e p o r t  showed t h a t  dona t ions  f o r  t h e  yea r  t o t a l e d  
$4,605.96. 

The synod ac t ed  upon many recommendations of t h e  
boards.  Under t h e  s u b j e c t  of miss ions  t h e  synod 
expressed i t s  thanks  t o  God f o r  t h e  b l e s sed  work 
done on t h e  home miss ion  f i e l d ;  it approved an 
i n c r e a s e  of miss ionary  s a l a r y  t o  $1200 a  yea r ;  i t  
e l e c t e d  a  Sub-committee on Home Missions f o r  t h e  
west c o a s t  and i t  approved t h e  sugges t ion  made by 
t h e  Committee on Foreign Missions t o  coopera te  
wi th  t h e  Missour i  Synod on t h e  f o r e i g n  miss ion  
f i e l d .  It a l s o  approved of t h e  committee's advice  
t o  e l e c t  a  member on t h e  Board of Foreign Missions 
of t h e  Missour i  Synod. 

The synod approved t h e  es tab l i shment  of a  Church 
Extension Fund f o r  t h e  purpose of a s s i s t i n g  needy 
congrega t ions  of t h e  synod t o  e r e c t  church bui ld-  
i ngs ,  o r  t o  procure o t h e r  church proper ty .  

The synod reso lved  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  fund f o r  t h e  
p a r o c h i a l  school  and t h i s  was based upon a  dona- 
t i o n  of $1000 g iven  by M r s .  T. Larson of Parkland,  
Washington. 

Miscel laneous ma t t e r s .  The synod urged i t s  mem- 
b e r s  t o  beware of t h e  worldly mindedness and l i b -  
e r a l i s m  which meets u s  everywhere and i t  warns 
every member a g a i n s t  pa r t ak ing  i n  such movements 
a s   h he Nat iona l  Lutheran Council ," o r  t h e  " In t e r -  
church World Movement," and t h e  l i k e .  I t  a l s o  
r e q u e s t s  i t s  members t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  work of t h e  
needy i n  Europe through t h e  "American Lutheran 
Board of World Re l i e f  . I 1  

The A r t i c l e s  of Inco rpo ra t i on  of t h e  Norwegian 
Synod were unanimously adopted by t h e  convention 
on t h e  t e n t h  day of June,  1920. The A r t i c l e s  of 
Inco rpo ra t i on  a r e  conta ined  i n  t h e  Synod Report .  

The o f f i c e r s  of t h e  synod a r e  a t  t h i s  time: P re s i -  
den t  B. Harstad;  Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  J. A. Moldstad; 
S e c r e t a r y ,  L. P. Jensen;  T reasu re r ,  A. J. Torgerson. 
The p a s t o r s  of t h e  synod a r e  a s  fo l lows:  H. Aane- 
s t a d ,  Box 152, Gar re t son ,  S .  Dak.; Chr. Anderson, 
916 31s t  Ave. N . ,  Minneapolis,  Minn.; M. K. Bleken, 
Lawler,  Iowa; J. Blakkan, Cour d 'Alene,  Idaho; 
0 .  M. Gullerud,  Route 1,  P r ince ton ,  Minn.; L a u r i t z  
Guttebo, D e e r f i e l d ,  W i s , ;  G.  A. Gul l ixson ,  2219 
North Ave.,Chicago, 111.; E m i l  Hanson, S c a r v i l l e ,  
Iowa; B. Harstad,  Parkland,  Wash.; John Hendricks,  
1101 4 th  Ave. S . E . ,  Minneapolis,  Minn.; H .  Inge- 
b r i t s o n ,  Route 1, Lake M i l l s ,  Iowa; L.  P. Jensen ,  
502 N.  5 t h  S t r e e t ,  Mankato, Minn.; J .  Johansen, 
204 Jay  S t r e e t ,  Fresno, C a l i f . ;  Geo. 0 .  L i l l e g a r d ,  
Chicago, I l l . ;  C.  A. Moldstad, 66 Orchard S t r e e t ,  
Jamaica P l ace ,  Mass.; J. A. Moldstad, 1535 North 
Keeler  Ave., Chicago, I l l . ;  G. E m i l  Mol le r ,  K e l l i -  
h e r ,  Minn.; G.  P. Nesseth,  Clearbrook,  Yinn.;  Holden 
M. Olsen, 114 S. Bu t l e r  S t r e e t ,  Madison, W i s .  ; 
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Chicago, I l l . ;  C.  A. Moldstad, 66 Orchard S t r e e t ,  
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h e r ,  Minn.; G.  P. Nesseth,  Clearbrook,  Yinn.;  Holden 
M. Olsen, 114 S. Bu t l e r  S t r e e t ,  Madison, W i s .  ; 



0.  L. Overn, 1222 S. Anthony Ave., S t .  Paul ,  Minn.; 
C. N. Pe t e r son ,  2648 Emerson Ave. N . ,  Minneapol is ,  
Minn.; H. A. P reus ,  5916 Rice  S t r e e t ,  Chicago, Ill.; 
Stephen Sande, S to ry  C i t y ,  Iowa; J. J. S t rand ,  
Route 3, S t .  P e t e r ,  Minn.; J. E. Thoen, Oklee,  
Minn.; 3. A. Thorsen, 315 West 15 th  S t r e e t ,  Minne- 
a p o l i s ,  Minn.; A. J. Torgerson, Northwood, Iowa; 
P. A. Widvey, Wheeler, W i s . ;  M. F r .  Wiese, Cambridge, 
W i s . ;  and S. C. Ylv isaker ,  1317 Dayton Ave., S t .  
Paul ,  Minn. 10 

THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE AMERICAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The f o u r t h  annual  convent ion of t h e  Norwegian Synod 
was h e l d  a t  Western Koshkonong, Wisconsin, from t h e  

4-10 of August i n  t h e  yea r  1921. The p a s t o r  of t h e  

congregat ion was L. S. Guttebo, T h e  Rev. M. F. 
Wiese preached t h e  opening s e r v i c e  and Rev. Emil 
Hanson conducted t h e  l i t u r g y .  

Essays a t  t h e  convention were given a s  fol lows:  
"On t h e  Doct r ine  of t h e  ~ h u r c h , "  by Rev. C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson; an essay  on " ~ h r i s t i a n  Day S C ~ O O ~ S , "  by 
Rev. A. J. Torgerson; an essay  on " ~ n i o n i s m , "  by 
Pas to r  M. K. Bleken; and "Partaking i n  Other Men's 
S ins , "  by Pas to r  P.  A. Widvey. 

The s tanding  committees r epo r t ed  a s  fol lows:  The 
School Committee r e j o i c e d  over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
were now f i v e  C h r i s t i a n  Day Schools  i n  t h e  synod 
loca t ed  a t  Parkland,  A lbe r t  Lea, Lime Creek, 
Somber, and Bethany. The Home Missions Committee 
r epo r t ed  t h a t  they had r ece ived  r e q u e s t s  from many 
small  congrega t ions  f o r  he lp .  I t  was, however, 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  f u l f i l l  a l l  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s .  I t  was 
r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  were two t r a v e l i n g  mi s s iona r i e s ,  
Pas to r  John Hendricks and P a s t o r  J .  E.  Thoen. They 
repor ted  t h a t  i n  many p l a c e s  new congrega t ions  were 

- 70 - 

being organized .  The synod decided t o  support  t h e  
Negro Mission of t h e  Synodical  Conference a s  we l l  
a s  t h e  Missour i  Synod I n d i a  Mission and f o r e i g n  
miss ions  i n  o t h e r  l a n d s .  Rev. George 0. L i l l e g a r d  
was c a l l e d  a s  miss ionary  t o  China. 

D r .  S. C. Ylv i sake r ,  t h e  synod's  p ro fe s so r  a t  
Concordia Col lege  i n  S t .  Paul ,  gave a r e p o r t  on 
t h e  work a t  t h e  c o l l e g e .  He made an appea l  f o r  
g i f t s  f o r  t he  school .  D r .  Mart in  Luther  Col lege 
o f f e r e d  t o  t a k e  our  s t u d e n t s  and arrangements were 
t o  be  made. 

E l e c t i o n s  were he ld  and t h e  r e s u l t s  were a s  fol lows:  
Rev. G .  A. Gul l ixson ,  p r e s i d e n t ;  Rev. C h r i s t i a n  
Anderson, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Rev. L. P. Jensen ,  secre-  
t a r y ;  and Rev. A. J. Torgerson, t r e a s u r e r .  

A f r a t e r n a l  g r e e t i n g  was rece ived  from D r .  Theodore 
Graebner which r eads  a s  fo l lows:  

"To t h e  Norwegian Synod assembled a t  Dee r f i e ld ,  
W i s .  

Dear Brethren:  I am addres s ing  t h e s e  l i n e s  
t o  Rev. Guttebo a s  a  g r e e t i n g  t o  t h e  convention 

which w i l l  assemble i n  h i s  p a r i s h  August 4. My 
thoughts  w i l l  be with you on t h i s  and t h e  f o l -  
lowing days,  and my p r a y e r s  w i l l  be f o r  an ed i -  
fy ing ,  p r o f i t a b l e ,  and happy meeting. Your 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  g r e a t  and they  w i l l  assume 
even l a r g e r  p ropor t i ons  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A l l  
s i g n s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  day p o i n t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  
May God g i v e  you wisdom and courage t o  make use  
of them i n  every  en la rged  measure! We of t h e  
Missour i  Synod a r e  happy i n  our  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
you. Nor do I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  days of g race  
a r e  p a s t  f o r  Norwegian Lutheranism. I confi-  
d e n t l y  look forward t o  a s t r o n g  soundly Lutheran 
Norwegian Church i n  America, because I be l i eve  
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i n  t h e  power of tes t imony t o  t h e  Truth.  God 

h a s  moved backward t h e  t i d e  of h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  where H i s  messengers brought t h e i r  
tes t imony wi th  self-denying devot ion;  He can 
do i t  aga in .  Stand p a t  on t h e  a n c i e n t  bed-rock 
of Tru th  and you must succeed and grow. And 
may God r i c h l y  b l e s s  your d e l i b e r a t i o n s !  
Cord i a l l y  and f r a t e r n a l l y  yours ,  Theodore 
Graebner . l1 

THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE MERICAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The f i f t h  annual  meeting of t h e  synod was he ld  a t  
Madison, Wisconsin,  from J u l y  25  t o  t h e  1 s t  of 
August, 1922. It met a t  Our ~ a v i o u r ' s  Lutheran 
Church which was se rved  by Rev. Holden M, Olson. 
The opening sermon was preached by P a s t o r  Bjug 
Harstad on t h e  t e x t  Josh.  1:6-9. Seventeen p a s t o r s  
e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  were p re sen t  a t  t h e  convent ion and 
th i r t y - seven  laymen. Nine p a s t o r s  who were perma- 
nent  members bu t  wi thout  vo t ing  r i g h t s  were a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  F ive  congrega t ions  were rece ived  i n t o  
membership. D o c t r i n a l  papers  were presen ted  a s  
fol lows:  "The Right  Free  Church P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  
Church Government," by Pas to r  John Hendricks; 
A s e t  of t h e s e s  on "HOW S h a l l  Our Church Work be 
Done i n  Order E f f e c t u a l l y  t o  Show t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
Enough t o  be a  Member of a  Local Church, bu t  t h a t  
we Must Also be Liv ing  Branches on t h e  True Vine 
Jesus  C h r i s t , "  by P a s t o r  Bjug Hars tad ;  and "The 
Bib le  and Evolu t ion ,"  by Rev. J. E. Thoen. 

The Committee f o r  Home Missions r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  
two t r a v e l i n g  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were overwhelmed wi th  
work. Many congrega t ions  d e s i r e  t o  be served.  
The committee r epo r t ed ,  "Under our c i rcumstances,  
s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  synod people  s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  and 
t h e r e  and many, many p l a c e s  who d e s i r e  t o  be served  

your p raye r s  and g i f t s  . I 1  

The Committee f o r  Foreign Missions r epo r t ed  t h a t  
P a s t o r  C. U .  Faye had r e tu rned  from h i s  work a s  
miss ionary  i n  A f r i c a  and had come t o  t h e  synod. H e  
was gran ted  a g i f t  of $500 f o r  h e l p  i n  h i s  t r a v e l .  

The Committee on Higher Education r epo r t ed  on t h e  
work being done a t  Concordia Col lege and i t  a l s o  
recommended t h a t  t h e  synod r e q u e s t  permission from 
t h e  Missour i  Synod t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p ro fe s so r sh ip  
a t  Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis .  The Committee 
on Higher Education s e t  f o r t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it 
could teach  our  s t u d e n t s  t h e  Norwegian church lan-  
guage and about our synod ' s  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n  
and t e l l  them what i s  going on i n  t h e  synod work. 
The committee recommends t h a t  another  p r o f e s s o r  be 
c a l l e d  t o  Concordia Col lege .  The reason  f o r  t h e i r  
recommendation i s :  a .  The work i s  too  much f o r  
one p r o f e s s o r .  b .  It i s  a b s o l u t e l y  necessary  t h a t  
our  p reache r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  speak t h e  Norwegian 
language. I t  i s  of extreme importance t h a t  they 
a r e  a b l e  t o  work wi th  t h e  Norwegian. The r ea sons  
a r e :  1. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s p l i t  t h e r e  a r e  many 
of t h e  o ld  who a r e  wi th  u s .  They do no t  understand 
very  much Engl i sh  and Norwegian i s  t h e  language of 
t h e i r  h e a r t .  2. There come a l s o  people  from Norway 
who a r e  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  seek  and t o  he lp .  
I n  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  per iod  w i l l  t h e r e  be no t  enough 
Norwegian p a s t o r s ?  3. It has  been t h e  whole t i m e  
t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  Mis sou r i  Synod t h a t  we should 
have our  own t e a c h e r s .  Our t e a c h e r s  belong t o  t h e  
f a c u l t y ,  they a r e  no t  an zppendix,  t h e r e  i s  no 
problem wi th  harmony .... 6 .  I t  i s  our  d e s i r e  t o  
hold our  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  s t r o n g  and l i v i n g  f ami l i -  
a r i t y  w i th  our  synod. They should be Norwegian 
Americans. 7.  I n  order  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Norwegian 
people  h e r e  i n  t h i s  l and  one must understand t h e  
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Madison, Wisconsin,  from J u l y  25  t o  t h e  1 s t  of 
August, 1922. It met a t  Our ~ a v i o u r ' s  Lutheran 
Church which was se rved  by Rev. Holden M, Olson. 
The opening sermon was preached by P a s t o r  Bjug 
Harstad on t h e  t e x t  Josh.  1:6-9. Seventeen p a s t o r s  
e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  were p re sen t  a t  t h e  convent ion and 
th i r t y - seven  laymen. Nine p a s t o r s  who were perma- 
nent  members bu t  wi thout  vo t ing  r i g h t s  were a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  F ive  congrega t ions  were rece ived  i n t o  
membership. D o c t r i n a l  papers  were presen ted  a s  
fol lows:  "The Right  Free  Church P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  
Church Government," by Pas to r  John Hendricks; 
A s e t  of t h e s e s  on "HOW S h a l l  Our Church Work be 
Done i n  Order E f f e c t u a l l y  t o  Show t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
Enough t o  be a  Member of a  Local Church, bu t  t h a t  
we Must Also be Liv ing  Branches on t h e  True Vine 
Jesus  C h r i s t , "  by P a s t o r  Bjug Hars tad ;  and "The 
Bib le  and Evolu t ion ,"  by Rev. J. E. Thoen. 

The Committee f o r  Home Missions r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  
two t r a v e l i n g  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were overwhelmed wi th  
work. Many congrega t ions  d e s i r e  t o  be served.  
The committee r epo r t ed ,  "Under our c i rcumstances,  
s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  synod people  s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  and 
t h e r e  and many, many p l a c e s  who d e s i r e  t o  be served  

your p raye r s  and g i f t s  . I 1  

The Committee f o r  Foreign Missions r epo r t ed  t h a t  
P a s t o r  C. U .  Faye had r e tu rned  from h i s  work a s  
miss ionary  i n  A f r i c a  and had come t o  t h e  synod. H e  
was gran ted  a g i f t  of $500 f o r  h e l p  i n  h i s  t r a v e l .  

The Committee on Higher Education r epo r t ed  on t h e  
work being done a t  Concordia Col lege and i t  a l s o  
recommended t h a t  t h e  synod r e q u e s t  permission from 
t h e  Missour i  Synod t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p ro fe s so r sh ip  
a t  Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis .  The Committee 
on Higher Education s e t  f o r t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it 
could teach  our  s t u d e n t s  t h e  Norwegian church lan-  
guage and about our synod ' s  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n  
and t e l l  them what i s  going on i n  t h e  synod work. 
The committee recommends t h a t  another  p r o f e s s o r  be 
c a l l e d  t o  Concordia Col lege .  The reason  f o r  t h e i r  
recommendation i s :  a .  The work i s  too  much f o r  
one p r o f e s s o r .  b .  It i s  a b s o l u t e l y  necessary  t h a t  
our  p reache r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  speak t h e  Norwegian 
language. I t  i s  of extreme importance t h a t  they 
a r e  a b l e  t o  work wi th  t h e  Norwegian. The r ea sons  
a r e :  1. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s p l i t  t h e r e  a r e  many 
of t h e  o ld  who a r e  wi th  u s .  They do no t  understand 
very  much Engl i sh  and Norwegian i s  t h e  language of 
t h e i r  h e a r t .  2. There come a l s o  people  from Norway 
who a r e  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  seek  and t o  he lp .  
I n  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  per iod  w i l l  t h e r e  be no t  enough 
Norwegian p a s t o r s ?  3. It has  been t h e  whole t i m e  
t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  Mis sou r i  Synod t h a t  we should 
have our  own t e a c h e r s .  Our t e a c h e r s  belong t o  t h e  
f a c u l t y ,  they a r e  no t  an zppendix,  t h e r e  i s  no 
problem wi th  harmony .... 6 .  I t  i s  our  d e s i r e  t o  
hold our  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  s t r o n g  and l i v i n g  f ami l i -  
a r i t y  w i th  our  synod. They should be Norwegian 
Americans. 7.  I n  order  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Norwegian 
people  h e r e  i n  t h i s  l and  one must understand t h e  



Norwegian language and be a b l e  t o  unders tand t h e  
Norwegian c h a r a c t e r  and s p i r i t .  Someone h a s  s a i d ,  
"Na t iona l i t y  counts  . I 1  We a r e  b r e t h r e n  i n  f a i t h ;  
bu t  we do n o t  become t h e  same n a t i o n a l i t y  by 
being b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  f a i t h . " l 2  

Wisconsin Synod about  $20,000, l e a v i n g  $4,000 t o  
$5000 f o r  t h e  Norwegian Synod and t h e  Slovak Synod. 
D i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  de sc r ibed  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
schools .  P a s t o r  C. F. Drewes of t h e  Missour i  Synod 
r e p o r t s :  

THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD 
OF THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The s i x t h  annua l  convent ion of t h e  American Luth- 
e r a n  Church was h e l d  i n  Our s a v i o r ' s  Congregation, 
P a s t o r  0 .  M. Gul l e rud ' s  c a l l ,  a t  P r ince ton ,  
Minnesota,  from t h e  15 th  t o  t h e  21s t  of  June,  1923. 
The meet ing w a s  opened w i th  a d i v i n e  s e r v i c e ,  
P a s t o r  Lo S. Gut tebo preached on I Cor. 15:18. 
The meeting was a t t ended  by twenty p a s t o r s  w i th  
v o t i n g  r i g h t s  and f i v e  p a s t o r s  who were permanent 
members. T h i r t y - f i v e  v o t i n g  d e l e g a t e s  were 
s ea t ed .  Three congrega t ions  jo ined  t h e  synod. 
Three e s s a y s  were p r e sen t ed .  Rev. L. P. Jensen  
p re sen t ed  a n  e s say  on t h e  "sacrament of t h e  A l t a r " ;  
and William Moenkemoeller gave a paper  on "The 
D i v i n i t y  of J e s u s  Chr i s t " ;  and P a s t o r  H. Inge- 
b r i t s o n  p re sen t ed  an e s say  on "The Congregation 
School .If 

The Home Mission Committee r epo r t ed  t h a t  an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  D e t r o i t ,  
Michigan, t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  open 
a  miss ion  congrega t ion  t h e r e .  The Committee f o r  
Foreign Miss ions  r epo r t ed  on our  j o i n t  work w i th  
t h e  Missour i  Synod i n  I n d i a  and China. P a s t o r  
G.  0.  L i l l e g a r d  had r e t u r n e d  a s  miss ionary  t o  
China . 
A complete r e p o r t  on t h e  work among Negro Miss ions  
i s  g iven  i n  t h e  1923 Report .  The work amongst t h e  
Negro s choo l s  i n  t h e  sou th  r e q u i r e d  a budget of 
$123,000 f o r  one yea r .  Of t h i s  sum t h e  Missour i  
Synod h a s  promised t o  f u r n i s h  about  $100,000. the 

The Mission Board r eques t ed  about  $150,000 
f o r  t h e  J u b i l e e  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  c a r r y  ou t  i t s  
b u i l d i n g  program. However, t o  i t s  g r e a t  
disappointment  n o t  even $30,000 was r a i s e d  
l e a v i n g  a  d e f i c i t  of $120,000. From a l l  p a r t s  
of t h e  miss ion  f i e l d  u rgen t  l e t t e r s  of appea l  
a r e  pouring i n  f o r  needed chape l s ,  schools ,  
and c o l l e g e  bu i l d ings .  But your board i s  
powerless  t o  h e l p ,  and under t h e  c i rcumstances  
f e e l s  "blue." Those a p p e a l s  come i n  p a r t  from 
p a s t o r s  who must p reach  o r  t e ach  i n  l og  h u t s  
o r  i n  s h a n t i e s ,  t h a t  a r e  i ndesc r ibab ly  wretched. 
worse t han  thousands of  p i g  s t i e s  owned by our  
fa rmers .  Lu the r  Col lege  needs a t  l e a s t  
$20,000 f o r  new b u i l d i n g s .  L i s t e n ,  it i s  
l i t e r a l l y  t r ue :  The one and on ly  l i v i n g  room 
f o r  t h e  boys is  a  c lassroom. Here t h e  board- 
i ng  s t u d e n t s  l i v e ,  s l e e p ,  s t udy .  Th i s  i s  t h e i r  
s i c k  room. Here t h e  g i r l s  must t a k e  t h e i r  
domest ic  s c i e n c e  l e s s o n s  whi le  a  boy s i c k  w i th  
t h e  f l u  i s  i n  h i s  bed. I saw t h i s  w i th  my own 
eyes .  I f  C h r i s t i a n s  of t h e  Synodical  Confer- 
ence w i l l  n o t  soon come t o  our  a i d  and g ive  u s  
p roper ,  decen t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  we ought t o  c l o s e  
ou r  c o l l e g e s  and educa t e  no more co lored  
p r eache r s  and t e a c h e r s .  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  in- 
t o l e r a b l e ,  d i s g r a c e f u l ,  we simply cannot pu t  
up w i th  i t  much l o n g e r .  A t  Greensborough 
Col lege  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  j u s t  about  a s  bad, i n  
some r e s p e c t s  even worse.  Three y e a r s  ago -- 
n o t  t h r e e  months ago -- no, t h r e e  y e a r s  ago 
we temporar i ly  f i x e d  up s l e e p i n g  rooms f o r  t h e  
boys i n  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  which was never  intended 
f o r  any th ing  e l s e  t han  a  s toreroom f o r  t r unks ,  



Norwegian language and be a b l e  t o  unders tand t h e  
Norwegian c h a r a c t e r  and s p i r i t .  Someone h a s  s a i d ,  
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There a r e  but  few windows and they a r e  small .  
The c e i l i n g  i s  low. Can you imagine what 
sweat boxes t h e s e  bedrooms must be i n  t h e  
sunny south .  13 

P a s t o r  Drewes concludes by say ing ,  "I wish, b r o t h e r  
Moldstad, some of our  good C h r i s t i a n s  could be  i n  
my o f f i c e  f o r  about  a month and read and answer 
t h e  l e t t e r s  I r e c e i v e  from our  poor,  p lead ing  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  ..... May God abundantly b l e s s  your 
synodica l  s e s s i o n s !  And may H e  i n  H i s  g r ace  a l s o  
b l e s s  our  Negro Missions." This  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  
t o  P a s t o r  3.  A. Moldstad who read  and t r a n s l a t e d  
it f o r  t h e  synod. l 4  

The Report of t h e  Board f o r  Higher Education gave 
t h e  fo l lowing  news: Rev. C. U. Faye was c a l l e d  t o  
Concordia Col lege  i n  S t .  Paul  t o  i n s t r u c t  i n  t h e  
Norwegian language and o t h e r  branches.  D r .  S. C. 
Ylv isaker  rece ived  a c a l l  from t h e  congregat ion 
a t  Madison, Wisconsin. Owing t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
experienced by t h e  congrega t ion  i n  g e t t i n g  a 
p a s t o r ,  t h e  board d i d  no t  f e e l  i t  could r e f u s e  t o  
r e l e a s e  him from h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  co l l ege .  D r .  
Ylv isaker  accepted t h e  c a l l  t o  Madison wi th  t h e  
understanding,  t h a t  h e  cont inue  h i s  work a t  t h e  
c o l l e g e  t o  t h e  end of t h e  yea r .  The s i n c e r e  
g r a t i t u d e  of t h e  synod i s  due him f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
and consc i en t ious  s e r v i c e  he h a s  rendered our  
church dur ing  t h e  p a s t  fou r  yea r s .  The board a l s o  
r epo r t ed  t h a t  P ro f .  Oscar Levorson was c a l l e d  
j o i n t l y  w i th  t h e  Wisconsin Synod t o  teach  Norwegian 
and r e l i g i o n  a t  Mar t in  Luther  Col lege a t  New U l m ,  
Minnesota. The agreement was made t h a t  our  synod 
pay such a p ropor t i on  of h i s  s a l a r y  of $1200 as 
t h e  t ime used f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of our  p u p i l s  
bea r s  t o  t h e  t ime used f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  branches of 
t h e  school .  The Committee f o r  Higher Education 
forwarded t h e  r eques t  of t h e  synod t h a t  t h e  synod 
be a b l e  t o  p l a c e  a p ro fe s so r  a t  Concordia Seminary 

i n  S t .  Louis .  The p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Missour i  Synod 
would b r ing  i t  t o  t h e  convention t o  be he ld  a t  
F o r t  Wayne, Ind iana .  P ro fe s so r  Oscar Levorson 
r epo r t ed  on h i s  work a t  D r ,  Mart in  Luther  Col lege 
and urged t h a t  s t u d e n t s  be s e n t  so  t h a t  they 
could t each  i n  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  schools  of our  synod. 

A l e t t e r  of g r e e t i n g  was rece ived  from D r .  F. 
Pfotenhauer ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Lutheran Church, 
Missour i  Synod, I t  reads :  

To t h e  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Norwegian Synod 
assembled a t  P r inc ton ,  Minnesota 
Dear Bre thren ,  The undersigned sends kind 
g r e e t i n g s  t o  your vene rab l e  body i n  behalf  of 
t h e  Missour i  Synod a s  an exp re s s ion  of t h e  
u n i t y  of t h e  s p i r i t  which by t h e  g race  of God 
has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  and preserved  between us .  
May t h e  Holy Ghost be w i th  you i n  a l l  your 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  s t r eng then ing  you t h a t  e a r n e s t l y  
contend f o r  t h e  f a i t h  which was once de l ive red  
unto  t h e  s a i n t s ,  and guid ing  you i n  your 
endeavors t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  kingdom of God a t  
home and abroad. F r a t e r n a l l y  and c o r d i a l l y  
yours ,  F. Pfotenhauer ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Missour i  Synod. l 5  

Gree t ings  were a l s o  r ece ived  from t h e  Boston Norwe- 
g i an  Lutheran Church which i s  now a member of our  
Evangel ica l  Lutheran Synod, 

A t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Pas to r  Martinus 
K. Bleken and M r s .  C h r i s t i a n  Anderson were c a l l e d  t o  
t h e i r  e t e r n a l  r e s t  dur ing  t h e  y e a r *  

A committee of t h r e e  was elected t o  look i n t o  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of an o ld  people ' s  
home and he lp  f o r  t he  e l d e r l y .  
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BOOK REVIEW 

David P ,  Scaer ,  Chr i s to logy .  F o r t  Wayne: The 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Foundation f o r  Confess iona l  Lutheran 
Research,  1989. (Volume V I  of Confess iona l  
Lutheran  Dogmatics, 1 2  volumes, e d i t e d  by Robert  
D e  P r eus . )  Hardcover,  113 pp. $8.00 

Scaer's t r e a t i s e  on Chr i s t o logy  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
volume of t h i s  new dogmatics s e r i e s  t o  appear  i n  
p r i n t .  The g e n e r a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s e r i e s  
(pp. v i i - x i )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Confess iona l  Lutheran 
Dogmatics i s  n o t  in tended  t o  r e p l a c e  Franz P i e p e r ' s  
monumental C h r i s t i a n  Dogmatics a s  a  normative 
s t anda rd  f o r  or thodox Lutheranism, bu t  r a t h e r  t o  
supplement i t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  theo- 
l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  have been r a i s e d  s i n c e  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of P i e p e r ' s  work. One is  t h e r e f o r e  
no t  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  S c a e r ' s  book l a c k s  t h e  
dep th  and d e t a i l  of p i e p e r ' s  t rea tment  of t h e  
l o c u s ,  e s p e c j a l l y  on h i s t o r i c  ques t i ons  and con- 
t r o v e r s i e s ,  Scaer  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
r ea son  t o  go over  t h e  same ground t o  any g r e a t  
l e n g t h  a s  had a l r e a d y  been covered i n  C h r i s t i a n  
Dogmatics-, and t h e  genera l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  makes it 
p1ai.n t h a t  we should n o t  have expected him t o  do so .  

However, t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s e r i e s  a l s o  
c l a ims  t h a t  t h e  volumes of Confess iona l  Lutheran -- 
Dogmatics " fo l l ow  n o t  on ly  t h e  theology of t h e  Book 
of  Concord, a s  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  t e x t s  of F r a n c i s  
P i epe r  and Adolph Hoenscke and o t h e r  con fe s s iona l  
Lutheran  dogmatic ians  have done, bu t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  
former c o n f e s s i o n a l  Lutheran  dogmatic ians ,  t h e  
a u t h o r s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  volumes fo l l ow  t h e  a c t u a l  
p a t t e r n  of thought" of t h e  Lutheran Confessions 
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(pp. ix-x).  One would t h e r e f o r e  expect  S c a e r ' s  
book t o  be somewhat s i m i l a r  t o  Leonard   utter's 
Compendium theologicum, bu t  t h i s  is  n o t  t h e  case .  
Scaer  o f t e n  r e f e r s  t o ,  and u s e s  t h e  terminology 
o f ,  t h e  Lutheran Confessions,  bu t  no more s o  t han  
P i epe r ,  Hoenecke, o r  most o t h e r  Lutheran dogma- 
t i c i a n s .  S c a e r ' s  volume i s  d i s t i n c t l y  con fe s s iona l  
i n  i t s  conten t ,  b u t  n o t  ( a s  is  claimed) i n  i t s  
l i t e r a r y  and dogmatic form. 

Another a r e a  i n  which S c a e r ' s  "dogmatics" book 
d i f f e r s  from what might be expected is  i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he  "so h e a v i l y  r e l i e d  on B i b l i c a l  expos i t i on  
t h a t  t h e  p re sen t  volume may border  on being c l a s s i -  
f i e d  a s  a  B i b l i c a l  theology" (Scae r ' s  P re face ,  
p. x i v ) .  It i s  j u s t  t h a t .  There a r e  quo ta t i ons  
from t h e  w r i t i n g s  of o t h e r  Lutheran theologians ,  
bu t  they a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few and f a r  between. 
Notable by t h e i r  absence a r e  any r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
Hermann S a s s e ' s  more s i g n i f i c a n t  C h r i s t o l o g i c a l  
w r i t i n g s ,  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Engl i sh  s i n c e  1984. There 
a r e  s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  no to r ious  1984 
~ r a a t e n / J e n s o n  dogmatics ( a l s o  c a l l e d ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  
C h r i s t i a n  Dogmatics), bu t  t h e s e  r e f e r ences  a r e  
u sua l ly  i n  t h e  form of f o o t n o t e  quo ta t i ons .  Scaer  
seldom conf ron t s  t h e  c la ims  of t h e  Evangel ica l  
Lutheran Church i n  America t heo log ians  i n  a  d i r e c t  
way. S ince  t h e  B r a a t e n / ~ e n s o n  volumes have assumed 
such a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i o n  of i n f luence  among a  
l a r g e  segment of American Lutherans,  one would 
expect  Scaer  t o  have spent  more t ime analyzing 
and r e f u t i n g  t h e i r  u n b i b l i c a l  C h r i s t o l o g i c a l  
s ta tements .  Scaer  does,  however, address  t h e  
i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by Rudolf Bultmann and o t h e r  European 
theologians  who g r e a t l y  in f luenced  t h e  au tho r s  of 
t h e  Braaten/Jenson dogmatics.  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  method 
of b i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  H i s t o r i c a l  c r i t i c s  

Such r e l a t i v e l y  minor c r i t i c i s m s  notwi ths tanding ,  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  c la im t h a t  t h e  "high" Chr i s to logy  
of John ' s  Gospel i s  n o t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
Synopt ics ,  which they b e l i e v e  a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t each ings  of J e s u s  and t h e  a p o s t l e s .  
Scaer  demonstrates  t h a t  t h e  Chr i s to logy  of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke i s  j u s t  a s  "high" a s  
t h a t  of John, and t h a t  a l l  f ou r  e v a n g e l i s t s  
c l e a r l y  p o r t r a y  J e s u s  a s  one who understood 
himself  t o  be t h e  divine-Human Savior  from s i n .  
Scaer  shows l i k e w i s e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  
maxim t h a t  Chr i s to logy  must be done "from belowt1 
r a t h e r  than  "from above" i s  hope le s s ly  misguided, 
i n t r i n s i c a l l y  a n t i - i n c a r n a t i o n a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
i n h e r e n t l y  un-Chris t ian.  He devotes  a  l o t  of 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r t i c l e s  of f a i t h  t h a t  
a r e  under a t t a c k  today,  such a s  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  
of J e s u s  and h i s  bod i ly  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  i n  o rde r  
t o  g i v e  con fe s s iona l  Lutherans t h e  guidance they  
need when dea l ing  wi th  t h e  h e r e s i e s  of our  t ime 
and when proclaiming t h e  unchanging Gospel of 
t h e  unchanging Son of God. 

-- David Jay  Webber 
Cape Girardeau,  Missour i  

Scae r ' s  Chr i s to logy  is  h igh ly  recommended. With a  
mas t e r fu l  use  of sound exeges i s  and convincing 
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Synopt ics ,  which they b e l i e v e  a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t each ings  of J e s u s  and t h e  a p o s t l e s .  
Scaer  demonstrates  t h a t  t h e  Chr i s to logy  of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke i s  j u s t  a s  "high" a s  
t h a t  of John, and t h a t  a l l  f ou r  e v a n g e l i s t s  
c l e a r l y  p o r t r a y  J e s u s  a s  one who understood 
himself  t o  be t h e  divine-Human Savior  from s i n .  
Scaer  shows l i k e w i s e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  
maxim t h a t  Chr i s to logy  must be done "from belowt1 
r a t h e r  than  "from above" i s  hope le s s ly  misguided, 
i n t r i n s i c a l l y  a n t i - i n c a r n a t i o n a l ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
i n h e r e n t l y  un-Chris t ian.  He devotes  a  l o t  of 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r t i c l e s  of f a i t h  t h a t  
a r e  under a t t a c k  today,  such a s  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  
of J e s u s  and h i s  bod i ly  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  i n  o rde r  
t o  g i v e  con fe s s iona l  Lutherans t h e  guidance they  
need when dea l ing  wi th  t h e  h e r e s i e s  of our  t ime 
and when proclaiming t h e  unchanging Gospel of 
t h e  unchanging Son of God. 

-- David Jay  Webber 
Cape Girardeau,  Missour i  

Scae r ' s  Chr i s to logy  is  h igh ly  recommended. With a  
mas t e r fu l  use  of sound exeges i s  and convincing 




